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times listen.  However, what does even 
more good is our involvement at the 
local level! 

    The military in San Antonio is for-
tunate given that there is such a large 
and robust military presence in the 
city.  As a result, there are many agen-
cies, non-profit organizations and State 
and County agencies to attend to their 
needs.  Our veterans and their families 
are also most fortunate the State of 
Texas is so military friendly!  Most 
other states are nowhere near as giving 
to the military, veterans and families 
as is Texas.  
(Continued on Page 6) 

President’s Message 
     I am writing this message to you 
from Washington, DC. MOAA has just 
completed its annual “Storming of the 
Hill” to have Chapter members, 
MOAA Staff and State Presidents fan 
out over Congress to speak to the rep-
resentatives from their respective states 
as well as their Senators. 

    The effort is to educate these indi-
viduals, many who have never served 
in uniform, about the military today, 
veterans of today and tomorrow and 
their families and the special place that 
they have in our society in the way of 
benefits, education and retirement. 

    I have been on several of these and 
frankly I think that they do some good.  
A lot of this has to do with numbers.  
When these Senators and Representa-
tives see that we represent over 
380,000 Officers and Warrant Officers 
and that we further are representing 
millions more that are part of the Mili-
tary Coalition, they sit up and some-

 

Save The Date 

 
Thu May 17 

Chapter Luncheon 11:30am 
Scholarship Awards 
Ft Sam Golf Club 

 
Thu June 14 

Chapter Dinner Dance 6:30pm 
Cruisin’ Into Summer 

Petroleum Club 
 

Thu Aug 16 
Chapter Luncheon 

Army Residence Community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VP Administration & ROTC Coordinator, Jim Webb LTC USA (Ret) presenting 
the MOAA JROTC medal to Cadet 1Lt Olivares of Harlendale High School. 
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Cookie Angels 

Grateful thanks to those who either 
baked and or brought items to the 
wounded soldiers at Ft Sam Houston’s 
Warrior and Family Support Center.       
 
If you were able to give this month on 
behalf of the Alamo Chapter please call 
Susie at (210) 654-0351, so we may add 
your name to our list. Thank you. 
 

Maryada Artiglia 
Ruth Baliram 
Irene Collier 

Frank and Delores DeVille 
Nita Felder 

Susan Filipini 
Marge Fraley 

Joe and Adele Genualdi 
John Gibbs 

Mac and Lori McDonald 
Goldie Monroe 
Lolly Orlowski 

Lou Strong 
Susie Tolman 

 Dot Wise 
 Tom and Evelyn Woods 

Chapter News & Notices  

Abby Consulting 

Air Force Federal Credit 
Union 

Air Force Villages 

Army Residence 
Community 

Beldon Roofing Company 

Beyer Boys 

CPS Energy 

Housing 1 Source 

Randolph Brooks Federal 
Credit Union 

Republic of Texas 
Restaurant 

San Antonio Federal Cred-
it Union 

Security Service Federal 
Credit Union 

Silverbridge Realty 

Spectrum Technologies, 
Inc 

See links to these companies on our 
website www.alamomoaa.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 
The Alamo chapter has the following positions 
open.  You can spend as much or as little time 
as you have available.  Call the office at 210-

228-9955 to volunteer. 

Gardener 
Program Coordinator 

Advertising Coordinator 
Photographer for Social Functions 

Greeters at Social Functions 
Duty Officer - Floater 

Members for Calling Committee 
Members for Program Committee 

ROTC Awards Presenters 
Transportation Coordinator 

Corporate Partners 

 
 
Thank You!! 

Each of our members listed here have donat-
ed a little (or a lot) to either the Scholarship 

Account, Chapter  
Operations or both 

 

COL Arthur Bryant USA (Ret) 

Col Irene Collier USAF (Ret) 

Capt Andrew Duncan USAF (Ret) 

Vivian Gaschen (Aux) 

LTC Jon Hampton 

Helena Hearn (Aux) 

Col Edward Lefeber, Jr USA (Ret) 

CDR Bob Lejeune USN (Ret) 

CAPT Thomas Loomis USN (Ret) 

LTC Thomas McDonald USA (Ret) 

LtCol Porfirio Munoz USAF (Ret) 

CDR Robert Pereboom USN (Ret) 

BrigGen Karen Rankin USAF (Ret) 

BrigGen Graham Shirley USAF (Ret) 

MAJ Josh Welch USA (Ret) 

COL Mark Widmer USA (Ret) 

CAPT John Woody USNR (Ret) 

TAPS 
We have received information that the 
following members have passed away. 

We wish to convey our sincere condolenc-
es and best wishes to their family and 
loved ones: 

LTC Joseph Rosentritt USA (Ret) 

3/30/2012 
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Are you an “Unfunded Liability”? 

In reading an (already dated) article about the long-term 
cost of war, one sentence jumped out at me. 

It cited an “unfunded liability” of $1.3 trillion (with a 
“t”) to provide future disability and burial benefits for 
veterans — and that figure didn’t include health care. 

Health care costs, the writer indicated, could approach 
another $1 trillion over the next 40 years for Iraq and 
Afghanistan veterans alone. 

One source cited in the article asserted, “This is another 
entitlement program that could break the bank …” 

Pardon me while I take a deep breath … 

On one hand, this is what economists do — project 
long-term costs of current issues. On the other, it’s a 
perfect illustration of how distorted the world can look 
when viewed through an economist’s prism. 

Let’s start with the fact that these unfunded liabilities 
are people, not widgets. 

Second, let’s recall that these unfunded liabilities ac-
quired this distinction solely because of government 
orders.  

Finally, assigning them to the unfunded liability bin 
utterly ignores the flip side of the coin: the often terrible 
and permanent physical, psychological, and financial 
liabilities incurred by the people who followed those 
orders — up to and including the deaths that inflict 
those costly burial benefits on the taxpayers. 

Unfortunately, the unfunded-liability perspective almost 
certainly will grow more prevalent as the nation’s budg-
et problems worsen in coming years. 

Today’s amputees receive wonderfully crafted (and ex-
pensive) prostheses. When they need to be replaced 
years down the road, will the country still be willing to 
cover the cost? 

Some have proposed addressing the future funding need 
by establishing a trust fund. But a trust fund is only a 
tool, not a cure.   

 

Most existing trust funds (Social Security, Medicare, 
TRICARE For Life, among others) already are under 
attack for being unsustainable or costing too much. Fur-
ther, trust funds carry with them special congressional 
rules that make solving any funding problems even 
harder. 

It’s a hurtful truth that serious budget problems all too 
often cause government leaders to do callous things to 
serve short-term needs.   

As stewards of those who served with us, before us, and 
after us, we’re obligated to call a foul on those who 
would reduce wounded, ill, and injured protectors of the 
nation to mere unfunded liabilities. 

 
       Col Steve Strobridge (Ret) 

MOAA  Director of Govt Relations 

   Legislative Update  - “As I See It” 
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 Welcome 

New Members: 
LTG Stephen Speakes USA (Ret) 

BrigGen John Salvadore USAF 
(Ret) 

COL Roy Alvarez USA (Ret) 

Col Alan Berry USAF 

COL Francis Chance USA (Ret) 

Col James Costey USAF 

Col Andre Curry USAF (F) 

CAPT Frank Forsberg USN 

Col Todd Hackett USAF 

COL Kerry Haynes USAR 

COL Jackson Moss USA (Ret) 

Col James Martucci USAF (Ret) 

Col Steven Mays USAF (Ret) 

Col Jack Sahmon USAF (Ret) 

CAPT Kurt Sisson USNR (Ret) 

LtCol Eugene Barnash USAF (Ret) 

LtCol Harold Clay USAF (Ret) 

LtCol Granville Coggs USAF (Ret) 

LtCol Charles Crane USAF (Ret) 

LtCol Michael Czarniak St USAF 
(Ret) 

LTC Richard Demouy USA (Ret) 

LTC Albert Flachsbarth USA 

LTC Joyce Howard USA (Ret) 

LtCol Robert Jones USAF (Ret) 

LtCol Gilbert Kaats USAF (Ret) 

LtCol Catl Leonard USAF (Ret) 

LtCol Ronald Littlefield USAF 
(Ret) 

CDR Robert Pereboom USN (Ret) 

LTC Regina Royster-Moses USAR 

LTC Lawrence Smith USA (Ret) 

LtCol Timothy Torres USAF (Ret) 

Maj Ramil Ascano USAF 

Maj Charles Baldwin USAF (Ret) 

MAJ Edward Carter, Jr USA (Ret) 

Maj Paul Chapman USMC (Ret) 

Year to Date Membership Stats 

Maj Jimmie Cheshire USAF (Ret) 

MAJ Richard Diesing USA (Ret) 

MAJ Earl Downs USA 

Maj Clemente Echevarria USAF 
(Ret) 

Maj Carroll Fultz USAF (Ret) 

Maj Ken Hall USAF 

Maj Arlis Hammann USAF (Ret) 

Maj Sean Harrington USAF 

Maj Johnny Helm USAF 

MAJ Brian Johnson USAR 

Maj Lisa Kirsch USAF 

Maj Richard Long USAF (Ret) 

LCDR John Maak USNR (Ret) 

Maj Michelle Marino USAF 

MAJ Hector Mendoza USA (Ret) 

LCDR Anthony Owens USN (Ret) 

Maj Sylvia Rodriguez USAF (Ret) 

Maj Robin Russell USAF (F) 

Maj Stanley Sano USAFR (Ret) 

Maj James St. Dennis USAFR 
(Ret) 

Maj Paul Ward USAF 

MAJ JoAnne Whisenhunt USA 

MAJ Alford Williams USA 

Maj Gene Wyatt USAF (Ret) 

Capt David Alexander USAF (Ret) 

CPT Mark Armantrout USAR (Ret) 

CPT Efrain Avila Jr USAR 

Capt William Heath USAF (Ret) 

CPT Nilda Marshall USA 

CPT Manuel Menendez USA 

CPT Brandon Moore USA 

CPT Ronnie Robinson USA 

CPT Veronica Schoenborn USA 

Capt Lonnie Washington USAF 

LTJG Markel Zatarain USN 

2Lt Angela Allen USAF 

2Lt Jasmin Coates USAF 

2LT Kay Hawkins USA 

ENS David Lopez USN 

ENS Jose Martin USNR 

2LT Desiree Polosky USA 

2LT Robin Soto USAR (Ret) 

CW3 David Estrada USA (Ret) 

CW2 Leonard Vidalez ARNG 

Jane Pashley (Aux) 

Ruth Walker (Aux) 

1100

1150

1200

1250

1300

1350

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Months

Alamo Chapter Membership
As of: April 24, 2012

Goal

2011

Active    359
Aux        241
Former       5

705Retired  
Total     1310

2012
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE ALAMO CHAPTER’S 

INAUGURAL “CRUISING INTO THE SUMMER” PARTY

You don’t have to be a MOAA or Alamo Chapter member to attend!! 
 

When:   Thursday, June 14, 2012 
 

Where:   Petroleum Club of San Antonio 
 8620 N New Braunfels, Suite 700 
San Antonio, TX 78217-6363 
Phone: 210-824-9014 

 

Time:  6:30 – 7:30p Cocktails (Cash Bar) 
  7:30p Dinner and Dancing 
 

Dinner: The Petroleum Club’s wonderful, renowned and scrumptious “cruise style” buffet: 
Carved Steamship of Beef, Chicken Gratinee, Oven Roast Potatoes, Green 
Beans Almondine, Rolls/Butter, Dessert Selection of New York Cheesecake with 
Fresh Berries, Italian Cream Caked and Chocolate Raspberry Cake, Coffee & 
Tea 

 

Dancing: Music by “Two for the Road” 
 

Dress:  Ladies: Cruise casual, i.e. dresses, skirts and tops, or pants outfits 
Gentlemen: Cruise casual, i.e. Hawaiian shirt/slacks or business casual 

  (No shorts or hats please) 
 

Cost:  $32/person 
- - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Cut & Return - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

Cost per person:  $32 

Enclosed: $_______ 

 

RSVP by noon Monday, June 11 

Reservations not cancelled by noon, June 12 will be billed 

Name: ________________________________________________________ 

Guest(s): ______________________________________________________ 

Please send this reservation slip & check made payable to “MOAA-AC” to: 
MOAA-AC, P. O. Box 340497, Ft. Sam Houston, TX 78234 

 
Call 210-228-9955 with questions or to pay by credit card 
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President’s Message 
(Continued from Page 1) 

    All of this, however, does not mean 
that we as an advocacy organization 
can afford to sit around on our laurels 
and tell everyone how great we have 
it, because this can change rapidly! 

    As we have seen at the Federal lev-
el, budgetary issues have started to 
trump our efforts where retirement, 
military health care, Tricare, pay and 
other benefits are concerned.  When 
DoD is confronted with massive budg-
et cuts it is all too convenient to look 
to personnel areas to do the cutting.  
This is just plain wrong, and it is in-
cumbent on our Association to contin-
ue to fight on with the Military Coali-
tion in Washington.  We must educate 
our congressmen about the uniqueness 
of the military and why all issues rela-
tive to it should be looked at in a dif-
ferent light than if it were a civilian 
organization. 

    Yes, Tricare, as an example, is a 
benefit that is very low in cost and the 
idea of bringing it up to the level of 
cost as if it were a civilian plan is ludi-
crous.  Military retirees have paid the 
higher premiums over the life of their 
career by the simple fact that they have 
offered themselves and their lives, po-
tentially, to the service and protection 
of the country.  No civilian organiza-
tion has that expectation or require-
ment.  No military person wants to see 
their retirement become some hybrid 
401k plan, where they potentially 
could lose everything.  They want and 
deserve a steady, reliable and generous 
retirement given all that they and their 
families have endured and suffered 
over the years of their service.  Ser-
vice, I might add that the vast 99% of 
the country have not suffered! 

    I am sometimes asked by young 

officers, “Well, what is in it for me?” 
or “How does what you are doing ben-
efit me?”  The two things in the previ-
ous paragraph are enough to answer 
that, but one of the main benefits is 
unless we as leaders in our profession, 
that small 1% of the country, don’t 
band together, build our strength of 
numbers and continue to educate our 
legislators and the public, we will lose 
what we now have and very possibly 
much more. 

    Regrettably, it is an historical fact 
that, in peacetime, the public forgets 
about the military and their families.  
The uniqueness of the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan has been that there has 
been no shared sacrifice as a result of 
these wars with the American Public.  
Not since Vietnam has the Public been 
less involved.  The wars have been an 
afterthought to most since they are not 
directly involved.  It has all become 
secondary to the burning issues of 
what reality show to watch this week 
or how to make an extra nickel in sales 
or salary. 

    We cannot afford to be forgotten!  
We have just now started bringing our 
Vietnam Era vets back into the fold 
after having forgotten them and swept 
them under the rug for the last 40 
years.  We cannot and will not let this 
happen to the current crop of Veterans 
coming from Iraq and Afghanistan.  
They need our help even more since 
they are so few and have given so 
much for a largely oblivious US popu-
lace. 

    We can do this by our continued 
advocacy!  We can do this by educat-
ing everyone we know who doesn’t 
realize the sacrifice our vets and their 
families have made!  We can do this 
by volunteering our time and stop us-

ing excuses for not doing so! Our 
members and particularly our younger 
active duty members need to start get-
ting more involved! 

    You, our readers, can keep yourself 
continually updated as to what is being 
legislated or proposed by signing up 
for the weekly MOAA Legislative Up-
dates via e-mail and by going on the 
MOAA Blogs on MOAA.org.  We 
must remain educated as to the issues 
and continually let our Representatives 
and Senators know where we stand 
and what we want them to legislate! 

    As part of the Chapter’s continued 
support of over 68 High Schools 
JROTC and four college ROTC’s sup-
ported with the “Gold Bar” program, 
we will be awarding several scholar-
ships to members of the JROTC at our 
awards dinner on May 17.  Please plan 
to attend this event at the Ft. Sam Hou-
ston Golf Club.  If you are available to 
volunteer as a presenter at one of these 
ceremonies as in the picture on the 
front cover, please contact our ROTC 
Coordinator, Jim Web at (210) 630-
5421. 

    In June, we will be having our 
“Summer Celebration” event at the 
Petroleum Club.  This will be a unique 
event in that we will not have a speak-
er, and it will be held on a Thursday 
evening but we will have a great meal 
and a great dance band to have a great 
night of fellowship and camaraderie.  
In July there will be no meeting. 

    I hope to see you all at the May 
Scholarship Awards luncheon.		

	  

Jim Cunningham USAR (Ret) 
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                   Solitaires 

 Morgan's Wonderland 

    Have you ever had to deny your 
child something he/she really wanted 
or desired to do because it wasn't safe 
or economically feasible? It hurts so 
say "No". But what if that child was 
congenitally or physically disadvan-
taged and could not comprehend why 
you denied the request? It broke your 
loving parental heart as you looked 
down into the trusting disappointed 
eyes that tearfully looked up to you 
and accepted your negative response.  

    So it was with Gordon Hartman. He 
has a congenitally challenged daughter 
whom he dearly loves. They were at a 
resort swimming pool and his daughter 
wanted to participate in play with the 
other kids. She accepted but could not 
comprehend his negative answer. This 
is when he decided to change the equa-
tion. Why not build an amusement 
park for all children and adults with 
handicaps. 

    Gordon Hartman was a successful 
builder. In 2005 he sold his business 
and devoted his full energies to build-
ing an amusement park for the disa-
bled. He solicited suggestions and ide-
as from many sources: parents, politi-
cians, business leaders, youth organi-
zations and engineers. New ideas meet 
with resistance. After all, Kiddie Park 
and Playland had failed. This park had 
to be designed for safety and amuse-
ment for all children and adults with 
handicaps.  

    First he had to get financial backing. 
Then find a suitable location near a 
freeway. The park and rides had to be 
designed for safety yet with the full 
sensations of regular rides. The carou-
sel sits flat on the ground and has 
"chariots" to which wheel chairs can 
be secured for the up and down motion 
as the carousel turns. Swings hold 
wheel chairs. The 25 acre park is a 
fairyland to a child. Now he too can 
participate! The park had its grand 
opening 25 April 2010. It soon gained 

international acclaim. Parents brought 
children from all over the world to this 
child's paradise. Engineers came to 
study the mechanics. 

    Twice a month they have a 
"Mother's Day". Mothers bring their 
offspring to the park and turn them 
over confidently to professionals. 
Meanwhile they join other mothers for 
a "coffee klatch" and compare notes on 
care. Adults with handicaps are always 
welcome. 

    In addition to Morgan's Wonder-
land, there is now a world class Soccer 
complex. International leagues sched-
ule games. It is home to the San Anto-
nio Scorpions. The foundation is 
working with the Veterans Admin-
istration to schedule soccer games for 
challenged vets. Profits from the soc-
cer games go to defray the expenses of 
Morgan's Wonderland. San Antonio is 
fortunate to have such a world re-
nowned complex to add to our other 
varied tourist attractions. 

    On 5 May the Solitaires will meet 
for a pot luck luncheon at Susie 
Tolman's home. Susie has again gra-
ciously opened her home for the annu-
al pot luck meeting. The Sunday 
brunch will be 22 May at Randolph 
Parr Club. 

Source: Bob McCullough, P R Director for Morgan's 
Wonderland.  

    Col Irene Collier (Ret) 
     If you are a single man or lady and like 
to eat, chat, make new friends, experience 
or provide sometimes brief impromptu or 
scheduled interesting demonstrations, 
talks, or discussions, whether you are: 
visiting the area; active duty or retired; 
widowed or divorced; the SOLITAIRES is 
the group for you. 

    This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy 
camaraderie with other single men and 
ladies whose backgrounds and experiences 
are or have been with the military.  So 
make that resolution to get out and about 
and come have some fun!!     

Making The Medicine Go Down 

    Do you have trouble swallowing 
pills?   Here are some suggestions that 
may help you.  

1.  Before you begin:  Take a deep 
breath and then exhale.  This may help 
you relax and inhibit the gag reflex. 

2.  Take a swallow of water before you 
put the pills in your mouth. 

3.  Put the pills as far back on your 
tongue as possible.  Then swallow 
with a sip of water.  Sometimes some-
thing like milk or a thicker juice might 
help. 

 4.  Don't throw your head back when 
swallowing.  Instead try tipping your 
head forward toward your chest when 
you swallow.  Some people do better 
tipping the head to the side while swal-
lowing. 

5.  Another option:  Drink from a plas-
tic water bottle (with the standard nar-
row opening).  By keeping your lips 
on the bottle as you drink, you set up a 
sucking action that makes the pill go 
down more easily.  But don't drink 
soda since the carbonation makes it 
harder to swallow quickly.    If you 
still have trouble, crush the pill or 
open capsule and mix in applesauce or 
other foods that go down easily.  But 
check with your pharmacists first as 
some pills or capsules, including time 
release and enteric-coated ones, should 
not be altered.   

4.  Check with your doctor or pharma-
cist if there is a liquid, powder, or 
chewable or suppository alternative. 

 5.  If all else fails use Mary Poppins’ 
advice: "Just a spoon full of sugar 
makes the medicine go down". 

Source:  University of California, Berkley Letter 

Col Irene Collier (Ret) 

Medical 
Minute 
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    The Air Force Retiree Council pro-
vides the link between members of the 
Air Force retiree community -- retir-
ees, family members and surviving 
spouses living throughout the world -- 
and the Air Force chief of staff.. 
 
    It is comprised of two co-chairmen 
and 15 members representing retirees 
by geographical areas in the United 
States and overseas. .Currently, there 
are also two members-at-large ap-
pointed by the co- chairmen for their 
expertise in certain areas needed at the 
time of appointment. One of which is 
our very own Board Member and Di-
rector of Golf, Col Frank Rohrbough 
USAF (Ret) (pictured below). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Annual meetings are held at Ran-
dolph Air Force Base. Air Force Retir-
ee Council vacancies are publicized in 
the Afterburner, News for USAF Re-
tired Personnel; and via the 
(Continued on Page 10) 

Thank You - Renewing Members 

LtCol Porfirio Munoz USAF (Ret) 

LTC Jerry Nicks USA (Ret) 

Col Dennis O’Brien USAF (Ret) 

Col Lynn Oglesby USAF (Ret) 

Maj Roth Owen USAF (Ret) 

CDR Robert Pereboom USN (Ret) 

BrigGen Karen Rankin USAF (Ret) 

Dorothy Rogers (Aux) 

Mary Semingson (Aux) 

Cynthia Semmes (Aux) 

Col Edward Sheeran USAF (Ret) 

Dian Sherrod (Aux) 

BrigGen Graham Shirley USAF (Ret) 

Dorothy Smith (Aux) 

LtCol James Smith USAF (Ret) 

LTC William Smith USA (Ret) 

LTC Miriam Spells USA 

Col Andrew Stanley, Jr USAF (Ret) 

LtCol Elwood Storrs, Jr USAF (Ret) 

LTC Ferrell Talbot USAF (Ret) 

Col Rex Tallent, Jr USAF (Ret) 

Col Arthur Victor USAF (Ret) 

Maj Mathew Walence USAF (Ret) 

MAJ Josh Welch USA (Ret) 

MAJ Marian Weller USA (Ret) 

Col Bob Wickman USAF (Ret) 

COL Mark Widmer USA (Ret) 

BrigGen David Young III USAF (Ret) 

Maj Jesse Aguilar USAF (Ret) 

LtCol Paul Amrhein USAF (Ret) 

LTC Robert Ashley USA (Ret) 

Col Bill Baxter USAF (Ret) 

Pannee Beckley (Aux) 

COL Arthur Bryant USA (Ret) 

Sandra Byrom (Aux) 

LTC John Callaghan USA (Ret) 

LtCol Warren Camarano USAF (Ret) 

CDR Rene Campos USN (Ret) 

LTC Betty-Jo Canter USA (Ret) 

Nancy Custer (Aux) 

COL William Daugherty USA (Ret) 

Maj Robert Dueease USAF (Ret) 

Capt Andrew Duncan USAF (Ret) 

Col Robert Dupras USAF (Ret) 

Eleanor Egger (Aux) 

Col David Eisenstadt USAF (Ret) 

LTC Kenneth Erickson USA (Ret) 

COL Alfred Finch USA (Ret) 

Col George Gagnon USAF (Ret) 

MAJ Charles Geisewite USA (Ret) 

LtCol Thomas Giattino USAF (Ret) 

LTC Earl Gilley USA (Ret) 

COL Michael Gilmer USA (Ret) 

Col Max Giovannini USAF (Ret) 

LTC Bill Goforth USA (Ret) 

Col Clovis Haddock USAF (Ret) 

LTC Jon Hampton USA (Ret) 

Col Ron Hannan USAF (Ret) 

Helena Hearn (Aux) 

Capt Byron Heisel USAF (Ret) 

LtCol Raymond Isaia USAF (Ret) 

Anna Johnson (Aux) 

MAJ Walter Keim USA (Ret) 

MAJ Lynn Kite USA (Ret) 

LTC James Knight USA (Ret) 

Col Edward Lefeber, Jr USA (Ret) 

CDR Bob Lejeune USN (Ret) 

Helen Lewandoski (Aux) 

Col Mark List USAF (Ret) 

CAPT Thomas Loomis USN (Ret) 

LTC John Macentee, Jr USA (Ret) 

COL Stephen Markelz USA (Ret) 

LTC Thomas McDonald USA (Ret) 

 

Happy belated 74th 
Wedding Anniversary 

to chapter Members Jay 
& Barbara Newell seen 

here at the February 
Chapter Luncheon. 

Congratulations!!! 

HAPPY 

ANNIVERSARY! 

USAF Retiree Council 
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    Our Texas Council of Chapters and 
Alamo Chapter Auxiliary Representa-
tive, Pat Shecter, recently participated 
in the Texas Senior Games held here 
in San Antonio in March, 2012.  Here 
is Pat’s story. 

“Independence Hill Active Retirement 
Community recently sponsored resi-
dents in the Texas Senior Games.  We 
had several participants in bowling, 
one runner, 8 golfers, and 2 swimmers.  
Against my better judgment I was con-
vinced to both swim and golf…..after 
all, the only other swimmer was 90 
years old…..   If you are familiar with 
the Games, you know that competition 
is divided into 5 year age brackets, so 
my partner would compete in the 90-
94 group, and I was in the 80-84 age 
group.  We decided that all we had to 
do was outlast the competition…..she 
was the only swimmer in her group, 
and there were only 3 entrants in my 
group…..she received 3 gold medals 
as she was the only one in her 3 
events…..and I got a silver and a 
bronze in my two events, just by fin-
ishing 2nd and 3rd! 

    Pam, a ret. USAF nurse, and I 
played golf….a long course, 18 holes 
each on a Monday and Tuesday.   We 
both won gold medals, she in her age 
group, and I because I was the ONLY 
woman over 80 who competed……..  
So--- Ladies…….think about compet-
ing in one of the many events in the 

Games……the older you get, the bet-
ter chance of winning!!!    Just outlive 
your peers….. 

    Seriously, it was great fun; anyone 
over 50 is eligible to compete.  The 
Games started with a Welcome cere-
mony and 2 mile walk in Breckinridge 
Park, and then various events were 
held throughout the San Antonio area 
for the next two weeks.  AF Village 
had a large contingent entered, alt-
hough I don’t have their results. 

    These events are held in many 
states, sometimes called the Senior 
Olympics, and range over most sports.  
In Tucson, my previous home, shuffle-
board and pickle ball were very popu-
lar….pickle ball is played on a court 
half the size of tennis, with a paddle 
and a larger whiffle ball….lots of good 
exercise, and you don’t have to run so 
much.   And you know shuffleboard is 
considered an old folk’s game…..but 
in most retirement areas it is a serious 
sport, requiring a lot of skill. 

    If you enjoyed any sports in your 
younger years, let’s hear from Auxilia-
ry members and retired members:  
maybe next year we can enter a 
MOAA team in some of the 
events…… and show San Antonio that 
we are an active and visible part of the 
community”.  

Pat Shecter 

Auxiliary Spotlight 

 

Pat & Pam 
 displaying 
their well 

earned medals! 

USAF Retiree Council 
(Continued from Page 8) 

Air Force Retiree News Service. 
 
    The Retiree Council was estab-
lished in 1972 with the first meeting 
in 19 73 chaired by the late Brig. 
Gen. Roy Casbeer (USAF retired). 
There have been seven chairmen 
since then. Effective in 1999, the Air 
Force chief of staff established co-
chairmen. Incumbents are retired Lt. 
Gen. Steven R. Polk and retired for-
mer Chief Master Sgt. of the Air 
Force Rodney J. McKinley.  
 
    The council co-chairmen are the 
Air Force chief of staffs liaison with 
the retiree community and work di-
rectly for the chief. They chair the 
Air Force Retiree Council, which 
meets annually at the Air Force Per-
sonnel Center to discuss retiree is-
sues. Upon conclusion of the meet-
ing, they report the council's findings 
directly to the chief.  
 
    There are 109 Retiree Activities 
Offices and each council member 
oversees the retiree activities pro-
grams within his/her respective area 
of responsibility. The co-chairmen 
play an active role in the identifica-
tion and selection of council mem-
bers.  
 
    At the invitation of local com-
manders and Retiree Activities Of-
fice directors, the co-chairmen visit 
Air Force installations to speak about 
issues concerning retirees and their 
dependents. They maintain contact 
with many military associations and 
obtain their views on retiree matters. 
They also meet with retiree council 
co-chairmen from the other services 
to discuss issues that are common to 
all military retirees. 
 
Source: Retirees.AF.mil/Council  



11 The Lariat May 2012 

 

 



The Lariat May 2012 12 

 
 Benefits of Membership 
of MOAA and the local 

chapter 
 
 Our monthly newsletter, The 
Lariat, which includes a calendar 
of events, is sent to each member 
(or made available on-line), and 
includes both MOAA and Alamo 
Chapter news. Stay informed! 
 
 Monthly luncheons, which 
rotate between the Randolph, Fort 
Sam Houston, and Lackland 
service clubs, feature informative 
speakers and are also open to 
guests. 
 
 Benefit information of all 
kinds is provided through the 
Alamo Chapter. We have an 
experienced Vice President of 
Personal Affairs who can give 
quick answers to your and family 
members’ questions, or who can 
research the more complex issues. 
 
 The opportunity to enjoy the 
camaraderie of meeting fellow 
chapter members and their guests. 
We also plan for various social 
events, open to families and guests. 
In addition, our chapter features a 
singles group called the Solitaires, 
some of who are surviving spouses. 
The Solitaires have a busy social 
calendar. 
 
 Make your voice heard on 
proposed state and national military 
legislation which may affect you 
and your family. Both the Alamo 
Chapter and MOAA national 
welcome your views! 
 
 Enjoy many benefits, 
discounts, and services, to include 
career planning through TOPS (The 
Officer Placement Service). The 
Alamo Chapter also provides 
college scholarships to those who 
qualify.  

Referred by: _____________________________________________________

 The Give Me 10! Campaign Options: 
 
 1.  Active  D uty, National Gua rd and Reserve office rs of all service s, who are not past or  present members of  
MO AA national are eligible for a one year free national and loca l MOAA (MOAA-AC) membership. 
 
 2.  Retired O fficers or Auxilia ry (surviving spouses), and lapsed me mbers of MOA A national, c an rece ive a 
2 year membership for $30.00 (The usua l yearly membership rate is $31). You will then re ceive a one yea r local 
MO AA-AC membership fre e. 
 
 3. Those alre ady members of MOAA national ne ed to complete this applic ation to receive a 1 year  free loc al 
membership to MOAA-AC. 
 
Norma l Dues: MOAA national $31 pe r yea r, MOAA local $25.00 (Auxiliary  & ema il newsle tte r subscribers $15) 

Membership Application 
(Annual Membership)  

Are you a member of MOAA National? __________ 
 

              Military Officers Association of America 
        Alamo Chapter 

 
Circle Status:  Commissioned & Warrant Officers of all services - Active, Reserves, 

Former, Retired, National Guard, NOAA, PHS, Surviving Spouse. 
 
 
*Name_________________________________________________________________ 
 (P rint)   Last                                           First                      MI                         Spouse 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Residence Address                                     City                   State                      Zip 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
          Rank/Grade                                 Service                                 Date of Birth 
 
 
Home phone_______________________Email________________________________ 
 
* May we have your permission to publish this information in the Chapter Membership
Directory? ________ (not dob). 
(*This directo ry and your e-mail address are exclusively for the use of the ch apter and will not  be 
sold or used  for any other purpo se than chapter co mmunications and/or board approved activity.)  
 
Would you like to access our monthly newsletter (The Lariat) at our website versus 
having a hard copy mailed to you? _______ (Dues reduce to $15 per year).  
 
 
Would you be interested in helping in chapter volunteer activity? _______ 
 
 
   ________________________________________                  ____________________ 
                              Signature                                                        Date 
 

Payment by Credit Card 

 
Card Number:___________________________________  Exp Date: __________ 
 
Billing Zipcode: ______________   Amount: ____________________ 

 
CHARITABLE OUTREACH PROGRAM  

Please accept my tax-deductible donation of: $____________ to (check one)                     
Outreach Fund* _______              Operations ________ 

*a fund for annual college scholarships and other charitable programs and services. 

Send applications to: 
MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 340497, Ft Sam Houston, TX 78234  

For questions please call (210) 228-9955 or e-mail: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 
Also visit our chapter’s website at www.alamomoaa.org 

 
Please feel free to copy and provide this form to prospective members.  

1-1-12
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 Chapter Events Calendar 

Note: Events bolded are for the general membership and itali-
cized are for staff, though members are always welcome. 

Please call the office for details (210) 228-9955 

Ongoing:  

Cookie Angels delivering items to Warrior & Family Support Cen-
ter .  Call Susie Tolman for details (210) 654-0351. 

MAY 

1 Volunteer Hours Due 

2 Ft Sam Houston Volunteer of the Year Recognition 
Ceremony 

3 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

5 2Q Chapter of Councils Mtg (Teleconference) 

5 Solitaire’s Potluck at Susie Tolman’s Home 

8 Victory Day in Europe 

13 Mother’s Day - Fly the Flag! 

16 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 10am 

17 Scholarship Luncheon Ft Sam Houston Golf Club 

21 Armed Forces Day – Fly the Flag! 

27 Solitaire’s Sunday Brunch 11 am Randolph Parr O 
Club 

28 Memorial Day - Fly the Flag! 

28 Ft Sam Houston Cemetery Memorial Day 

29 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 
Welcome) 

 

JULY 

(No Staff/Board Meeting or Chapter Luncheon) 

 

 1 Volunteer Hours Due 

 4 Independence Day - Fly the Flag! 

 4 Independence Day Ceremony Ft Sam Houston 

31 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 
Welcome) 

 

JUNE 

 

 1 Volunteer Hours Due 

 1 Submission Deadline for Levels of Excellence Award 

 3 Veterans Administration Volunteers Mtg  1pm 

 7  Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

7 Solitaire’s Luncheon Ft Sam Golf Club 

14 FlagDay  & US Army Birthday – Fly the Flag! 

14 Chapter Summer Celebration Dinner Dance      
Petroleum Club 6:30pm 

17 Father’s Day - Fly the Flag! 

24 Solitaire’s Sunday Brunch 11 am Randolph Parr 
O Club 

26 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 
Welcome) 

 

AUGUST 

 1 Volunteer Hours Due  

2 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

14 Victory in Japan Day 

15 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 10am 

15 Board Meeting 10 am Chapter Office 

16 Chapter Luncheon ARC 

28 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcom-
ers Welcome) 
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VOLUNTEER STAFF: 
PRESIDENT              MAJ James R. Cunningham 
  jimbob48@sbcglobal.net 
EXEC VP Operations LTC Bill Goforth 
   bagoforth@yahoo.com 
VP ADMINISTRATION LtCol Jim Webb 
VP PROGRAMS   (Open) 
VP MEMBERSHIP   LTC Randy Hoff 
  randyhoff106@hotmail.com 
SECRETARY   Col David Patrick 
  dwpatrick01@gmail.com 
TREASURER   Col Vaughn Caudill 
                   vaughn.caudill@us.army.mil 
SCHOLARSHIP        LTC Dan Cummings 
VP PERSONAL AFFAIRS Col Stuart Myers 
DEPUTY PA              LtCol Craig Erickson 
VP LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  Col Al Cote 
DEP LEG AFFAIRS  LtCol Ed LeFebvre 
VP PUBLIC RELATIONS (Open) 
VP LOGISTICS LtCol Fred Koechley   
Natl AUXILIARY REP  Pat Shecter 
LEGAL COUNSEL   Jacobson Law Firm 
SOLITAIRES             Marge Fraley 
CONSULTANT Maj Len Mull 
CONSULTANT Lt George Frecsko 
EDITOR   Col Kerry Green 
ASSISTANT EDITOR Col James Payne 
CHAPLAIN   LTC James Taylor 
PX/VAV/VAC Rep Susie Tolman 
TOPS OFFICER Col David Patrick 
WEB MASTER Col Bill Hudson 
HISTORIAN Col Janice Edgerson 
VOLUNTEER COORD. Mavis Cleary 
ADVERTISING COORD.  (Open) 
AFV SATELLITE COORD. LtCol Ginny Alloway 
DUTY OFFICERS:  Col Irene Collier 
   Col Stuart Myers 
   LtCol Jim Cuskey 
   LtCol Bill Polasek 
   LtCol Ed Waggoner 
    Floaters: LtCol Jim Webb 
CONTRACTOR: 
Admin Support  Trish Meserve 
 
DIRECTORS:  

LTC John Gibbs LTC Jim Finch  
Col Ed McCarthy Col Lisa Skopal  
Col Mac McDonald LtCol Ed Marvin 
Col Frank Rohrbough Mrs. Susie Tolman  

  
DIRECTORS EMERITUS    HONORARY DIRECTORS 
BG George Woodard          Gen William McBride 
BG Robert Herring           
 

Statement of Publication 
The Lariat is the newsletter of the Military Officers Associa-
tion of America—Alamo Chapter.  It is published once each 
month to inform the membership of issues and activities of 
interest to all. 
MOAA-AC is a non-profit organization within the state of 
Texas organized to represent the membership and to support 
the activities of  the Texas Council of Chapters and  MOAA 
National. 
Advertising contained in the newsletter is not endorsed by 
the Chapter and does not represent any recommendation to 
the membership.  Opinions expressed in articles contained 
herein are not necessarily those of the membership as a 
whole or  the Chapter.  Questions should be directed to the 
Editor, at the Chapter office.   

 

 MOAA-AC  P.O. Box 340497 San Antonio, TX 78234 
(210) 228-9955     moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 

www.alamomoaa.org 

Alamo Chapter 

Receiving The Lariat Online? 
If you would prefer to read your newsletter on-line rather than receive a print-
ed copy, send us an email with the subject line as OLLO and we’ll gladly re-
move you from the printed version mailing list. 

    We will notify you by email when the new issue is available for viewing, 
and include a link that will take you directly to the designated website page. 

Save paper 

Save postage 

See it sooner 

AND see it in full color!! 

0918) clarified that the surviving 
spouse benefit applies to anyone mar-
ried to a fully disabled veteran that 
passes away after 2009. This interpre-
tation ensures that survivors who lost a 
spouse before my bill became law will 
not face dramatically increased proper-
ty taxes upon the death of their veteran 
spouses. 

"I am pleased that the Attorney Gen-
eral's opinion will ensure that surviv-
ing spouses who lost a loved one be-
tween 2009 and 2012 will also be cov-
ered under my legislation," said Sena-
tor Dan Patrick. "To treat surviving 
spouses from 2009 differently from 
surviving spouses in 2012 would have 
been unfair and contradicted the intent 
of my legislation." 

Press Release 
Dan Patrick 

Senator, District 7 

Want Ad 

The Officers Placement Service (TOPS) 
 

If you are an area employer who is interested in hiring career 
transitioning officers or their spouses . . .  or if you are a MOAA 
member who is interested in helping a career transitioning officer 
or spouse as a San Antonio Networker . . .  or if you are a 
MOAA member Job Seeker, please contact me – David Patrick, 
Chapter TOPS Officer & MOAA Texas Networking Coordinator, 
210-259-9867, dwpatrick01@gmail.com. 

A G  V  F  
D  T  

Attorney General Opinion ensures new law pro-
tects as many surviving spouses as possible 

Austin, TX - This week, Attorney 
General Greg Abbott released an opin-
ion that clarifies who can benefit from 
legislation passed by Senator Dan Pat-
rick in 2011. The legislation, Senate 
Bill 516, allows surviving spouses of 
100% disabled veterans to retain the 
property tax exemption upon the veter-
an's death. Before Senate Bill 516 
passed, surviving spouses faced dra-
matically higher property taxes while 
dealing with the loss of their spouse. 

The Attorney General was asked if the 
legislation only applied to surviving 
spouses of disabled veterans who died 
after 2012, when the bill took effect. 
The Attorney General's Opinion (GA-

Update: Property Tax Exemption 
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Postmaster — please deliver by May 3rd 
Time Sensitive Material 

      Thursday June 19, 2012 
 

    Cruising into Summer 
             Dinner Dance 

  
 

         Petroleum Club 
Cocktails (Cash Bar) 6:30pm - Dinner served approx 7:30pm 

Buffet Menu 
Carved Steamship of Beef, Chicken Gratinee, Oven Roast Po-
tatoes, Green Beans Almondine, Rolls/Butter, Dessert Selec-

tion: New York Cheesecake with Fresh Berries, Italian Cream 
Caked and Chocolate Raspberry Cake, Coffee & Tea 

Dancing to “Two For The Road”  
 

Cost per person $32 
Enclosed: $______ 

 

RSVP by Noon Monday 12 June 
Dress: Cruise Casual (please no hats or shorts) 

Reservations not cancelled by noon 13 Tuesday will be billed  
Non member & guests are welcome with paid reservations 

Name__________________________________ 

Guest:__________________________________ 
 

 Send reservation slip & check made payable to 
 MOAA-AC to P.O. Box 340497, Ft Sam Houston, TX 78234 

Call (210) 228-9955 or to pay by credit card.               

Thursday May 17, 2012 
 

Chapter Scholarship 
Luncheon  

Speaker: Maj Benjamin McMahon 
UTSA Army ROTC 

 

   Ft Sam Golf Club 
Meet & Greet begins 11am  - Lunch served approx 11:45am 

Menu (Indicate Choice) 
A) Stuffed Pork Chop             B) Chicken Ranchero 

            with Cranberry Glaze                        
   Spring Mix Salad, Rice Pilaf, Roasted corn w/ Red peppers 

Dinner Rolls & Butter 
Carrot Cake 

Water, Coffee & Tea Service and wine honor bar  
 

Cost per person $20 
Enclosed: $______ 

 

RSVP by Noon Monday 14 May 
Reservations not cancelled by noon 15 Tuesday will be billed  

Non member Officers & guests are welcome with paid reservations 

Name__________________________________ 

Guest:__________________________________ 

 

 Send reservation slip & check made payable to 
 MOAA-AC to P.O. Box 340497, Ft Sam Houston, TX 78234 

Call (210) 228-9955 to pay by credit card.     


