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    It is also the time of year that we 
reflect back on those that have left this 
earth.  We also continue to thank our 
Cookie Angels and all of the leadership 
of our chapter that give of themselves, 
their time, and their expense to partici-
pate in an active leadership role in the 
chapter.  As you know, we are always 
recruiting for leadership, and Col Dale 
Vande Hey does a magnificent job as 
out Volunteer Coordinator. 

    As I glance through the list of lead-
ers on page 15 of the Lariat, I am so 
pleased that many of the leaders have 
stayed on for another term.  But for 
many reasons some have found it nec-
essary to leave their active leadership 
role.  To Col. Mac McDonald – thank 
you for your outstanding program lead-
ership; to Col. Stuart Myers thanks for 
an outstanding run in our Personal Af-
fairs department; to Maj. Josh Welch, 
our Membership Chair for a good part 
of the year, for his great work; and to 
Capt. Laura Ecuyer, one of the joint 
leaders of the Solitaires, for her in-
volvement in the organization.  And it 
would be remiss to not thank our Board 
of Directors for the guidance and lead-

President’s Message 

    I want to express my family’s very 
best wishes that each of our members 
have a wonderful and blessed holiday 
season.  It seems it is a very good time 
to reflect on the year and years gone 
by and to put your thinking towards 
the year 2009. 
 
    To start off the year, your Board of 
Directors has requested that our Janu-
ary program be a Personal Affairs 
Workshop.  We thank the Board for 
this recommendation, and you will 
find additional information regarding 
our first ever Personal Affairs Work-
shop elsewhere in this newsletter.  We 
would ask each reader to place Janu-
ary 22 on their planning calendar and 
get involved in the workshop.  We 
know that being the first ever such 
event for our chapter will bring les-
sons to learn, but we will do our best 
to provide a good and productive 
workshop. 
 
    As always, I would ask that if any 
reader has an idea on how we could 
have a better program to please let us 
know.  In the spirit of that comment, I 
am so excited to mention, after so 
many months that we are starting to 
receive input from you, the member-
ship.  It was so pleasing to me to read 
the Letters to the Editor column in the 
November Lariat.  Thank you so 
much for starting a two-way commu-
nication system.  We have already had 
our planning session for 2009 but will 
continue to incorporate those things 
that are most important to you. 

ership they have provided to the 
chapter.  They are distinguished 
Americans, and we thank them for 
their continued service. 
 
     2008 has been a good year.  Our 
objective for 2009 is to make it 
even better.  We will continue to 
strive hard to earn another “Five 
Star” recognition for our chapter 
from MOAA national, and we are 
hopeful that we’ll be successful.  
Thank you so much for your mem-
bership and to those that are more 
actively involved, thank you for 
that as well. 

LtCol Edward Marvin (Ret)  

Election Results 
President 

LtCol. Edward Marvin USAF (Ret) 

Exec Vice President 
Maj. Jim Cunningham USAR (Ret) 

VP Administration 
LCDR. Gil Rodriguez USN (Ret) 

Secretary 
Col. David Patrick USAF (Ret) 

Treasurer 
Col. Vaughn Caudill USA (Ret) 

VP Membership 
LTC. Randy Hoff USA (Ret) 

VP Programs (Open) 
 

Congrats to All! 
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Cookie Angels 

Many thanks to the following 
Cookie Angels, who either baked 
goodies, brought fruits or provided 
much needed personal items to our 
wounded soldiers at Ft Sam Hous-
ton’s Warrior and Family Support 
Center during the month of October. 
    If you are able to donate to the 
WFSC please call Susie at (210) 654-
0351, so we may add your name to our 
list. Thank you. 
 

Aina Blake 

Irene Collier 

Frank and Dolores DeVille 

Nita Felder 

Susan Filipini 

Sue McCarthy 

Mac and Lori McDonald 

Bo Mills 

Lolly Orlowski 

Frank and Helga Parks 

Jane Rund 

Phyllis Smith 

Susie Tolman 

Tom and Evelyn Woods 

 

Volunteers Needed! 

 
Can you spare some time?  MOAA-

AC needs you! 

Please help us make this the best 

chapter ever. 

Currently we need the following: 

 

Chaplain 

Legal Counsel 

Program Chair 

Assistant Program Chair 

Historian 

Transportation Coordinator 

Gardener(s) for Red Cross 

Bldg 

Active Duty Liaison Offi-

cers 

Duty Officers 
 

Please call Dale Vande Hey at the 
MOAA-AC office (210) 228-9955. 

In Memoriam 
We received the news that the follow-
ing members have passed away.  We 
wish to convey our sincere condo-
lences and best wishes to their family 
and loved ones:  

 
LTC Alfred Eigenberg 

11/08/08 

 
Col Robert Cyzmoure 

11/18/08 

The Executive Vice President’s Corner 
article in the October issue of the Lar-
iat, paragraph five (5) indicates, 
“Chapter volunteer efforts must take 
the form of activities away from the 
confines of Ft Sam Houston”. 
 
Over the past 15 years I have mentored 
students under the former FSHT men-
toring program until it was discontin-
ued this past May without notification 
to nay participating mentors both ac-
tive, retired and DA civil service em-
ployees.  After a long discussion with 
FSHT staff members and no results, I 
wrote a letter to Mrs. Bush.  I received 
a reply from the FSHT Garrison Com-
mander, Col Mary Garr. 
 
The third paragraph of this letter cites 
the Communities in Schools which 
presently has me as a mentor for Bow-
den Elementary School (K-5).  This 
organization has local schools in the 
SAISD which have mentors enrolled 
in their program.  This organization 
required a national background check 
prior to mentoring. 
 
I recommend our chapter contact the 
Communities in Schools and ascertain 
further information to enable chapter 
members to participate in a mentoring 
program not involving FSHT and per-
haps contribute to the aforementioned 
VP’s request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Howard T. Cain, Jr. 
 

Dear Col Cain, 

 

Thank you so much for your feedback 

and for your letter regarding mentor-

ing programs. 

 

As you know, our Chapter is actively 

looking for opportunities in which we 

can meet community needs.  We have 

an excellent Volunteer Coordinator, 

Col Dale Vande Hey, who is doing a 

Letters to the Editor 

wonderful job of matching member in-

terests with community needs, and I will 

ask him to contact you.  As you can 

imagine, one of the great challenges of 

an organization like ours is the shortage 

of people willing to head such efforts.   

 

We could really use your experience and 

support. 

 

Ed Marvin 

President 
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    This will be the final report for 2008, and it is mostly 
about what may/could happen in 2009. 
    The November 14 Legislative Update from MOAA 
National contained information on the new 111th Con-
gress and a link to COL Strobridge’s most recent “As I 
See It”, which is an analysis of the implications of the 
recent election and MOAA’s legislative agenda.  (More 
on the article later in this report.) 
    He noted in the first sentence that everyone who called 
recently is interested in this question.  I have to admit 
that I was one of those who called the Legislative Divi-
sion to get a feel for the agenda and to see if they could 
help me.  I didn’t get to talk to COL Strobridge, but the 
officer I spoke to passed on the same information.  He 
added that I should keep looking and reading their Legis-
lative Update and use what I can in the Legislative Re-
port we publish in The LARIAT. 
    I know many of you receive and read the MOAA Leg-
islative Update.  I ask that you forgive me if I repeat 
something you already know about.  We are trying to 
reach all of our members, those who do and those who 
don’t subscribe to the Update, and believe it does not 
hurt to repeat important information. 
    The 111th Congress has for all practical purposes been 
elected.  In the Senate, the election of three Senators has 
not been finalized; Senators Stevens in Alaska, Coleman 
in Minnesota, and Chambliss in Georgia.  All these races 
are being contested or require an automatic recount.  
There are also some races in the House that have not 
been finalized. 
    There are some dates that are important to the 111th 
Congress: 
     Nov. 17:   House and Senate have scheduled a lame-
duck session for the week to consider economic stimulus 
options and elect their respective leadership slates for the 
111th Congress. 
     Jan. 3:      The 111th Congress officially begins. (Since 
that date falls on a weekend, new members will be sworn 
in on Tuesday, Jan. 6) 
     Jan. 20:    Presidential Inauguration Day. 
     Feb. 2:     The President is required by law to submit 
his annual budget proposals to Congress by the first 
Monday in February.  As a matter of practice, a new 
president normally submits a placeholder plan on that 
date, and then provides Congress a full budget submis-
sion sometime in March. 
    The Government Accountability Office (GAO), Con-
gress’ investigative agency, recently issued a report on 
what it sees as the most important priorities for the new 
administration in 2009.  I believe it should be pointed out 

LEGISLATIVE  REPORT 

that the GAO reflects what the Congress deems important. 
   
    The first three items on the list were defense issues: 
− Provide more timely and accessible care for returning 
service members. 
− The army should explore options for improving its dis-
ability evaluation process 
− DoD and VA must establish criteria for evaluating their 
joint pilot disability evaluation system and determine if it 
should be widely implemented. 
− VA needs to better manage the Benefits Delivery at Dis-
charge program to ensure timely delivery of benefits. 
− VA needs to quickly evaluate the validity of its Trau-
matic Brain injury screening tool. 
− Rebuild military readiness and transforming capabilities. 
− DoD needs to develop plans to improve readiness to in-
clude measurable goals, validated requirements and resource 
priorities. 
− The Army and USMC need to establish equipment reset 
strategies. 
 
(Continued on Page 13) 
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 Welcome New Members! 
COL Randall Anderson 

COL Douglas Ashby (Ret) 

Col William Blanchette 

Col Beth Bowers-Klaine 

Col Charles Crain III (Ret) 

Col James Fancher 

COL Janice Hudley (Ret) 

Col Loren Johnson 

COL David Karney (Ret) 

Col Charles Kern (Ret) 

Col John Kresek 

Col Paul Laugesen 

Col Joseph Marchino II (Ret) 

Col Frank McCall (Ret) 

COL Edward Mora (Ret) 

Col Jack Morgan (Ret) 

COL Robert Myers 

Col Guy Palumbo 

Col John Pavlovsky (Ret) 

 

Membership 

Numbers 

 

Active:              223 

Retired:             624 

Auxiliary:  269 

   ___ 

Total       1,116 

 

Col Anna Rivers (Ret) 

Col Michael Rogers 

Col Lisa Skopal (Ret) 

Col Karen Stocks (Ret) 

Col Terry Stotler 

Col Stanley Szapiel (Ret) 

Col Rex Tallent, Jr. (Ret) 

Col Randall Turner 

Col Charles Villa (Ret) 

COL Edward Williams (Ret) 

LtCol Walter Ague (Ret) 

LtCol Steven Bachelor 

LtCol David Bath 

LtCol Willard Beavers 

LTC Jackson Chambers (Ret) 

LtCol Robert Cocke, Jr (Ret) 

LtCol Claudia Foss 

LTC Michael Frey 

LtCol John Geier (Ret) 

LtCol Santiago Guzman (Ret) 

LtCol Loren Hiniker (Ret) 

LtCol Stanley Hookman (Ret) 

LTC Phillip Howard (Ret) 

LTC Ron Janak 

CDR Carl Jokela (Ret) 

LtCol Donna Jones 

LTC William Lin (Ret) 

LtCol George MacDonald (Ret) 

LtCol Philip Meurer (Ret) 

LtCol Alfred Miller, Jr. (Ret) 

LtCol Beverly Miller (Ret) 

LtCol Gene Miller (Ret) 

LtCol Allen Naugle (Ret) 

LtCol Paul Oncale, Jr. (Ret) 

LtCol Bill Polasek (Ret) 

CDR Samuel Salander (Ret) 

LtCol Fred Stone 

(Continued on Page 5) 

Alamo Chapter Membership
As of: December 4, 2008
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ter and the Texas Council will be 
heavily involved with proposed legis-
lation before the Texas Legislators.  
During this time, we will probably be 
calling on the membership to contact 
their individual legislators to help pass 
some of the bills that we want for Vet-
erans, Guard and Active Duty mem-
bers in the state.  One big thing is our 
support of the Military Children’s 
Education Compact.  Texas is one of 
many states considering it.  Here is 
what it would do:  
    The compact; developed by the 
Council of State Governments, educa-
tion experts and the Defense Depart-
ment, addresses common problems 
that affect military students as a result 
of frequent moves and deployments. 
States that sign on to it agree to work 
collectively with other compact states 
to create uniform standards of practice, 
including the transfer of records, 
course placement, graduation require-
ments, redundant or missed testing, 
entrance-age variations and other tran-
sition issues.  More information will 
be coming your way about this very 
important effort as well as others! 
     I want to encourage all of you to 
visit our website at: 
www.alamomoaa.org.  It is being 
changed and updated on almost a 
weekly basis.  We are fortunate indeed 
to have Colonel Bill Hudson providing 
his services as the Web Master.  A 
reminder to those who are not able to 
use the Flash program to read the Lar-
iat newsletter, there is a PDF copy of 
the newsletter right below, which you 
should have no problem opening.  
Please let me know any changes or 
enhancements that you would like to 
see.   
    Again, have a wonderful Christmas 
and a very Happy New Year. 

 

Maj Jim Cunningham (Ret) 

Exec VP’s Corner 

    I hope that all had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving and that you are all pre-
paring for the Christmas season!  My 
wife is planning a long trip to Okla-
homa and Missouri to see friends, chil-
dren and grandchildren, with Dad do-
ing all of the driving!  You wouldn’t 
know that the economy was bad given 
all of the presents that I have had the 
opportunity to buy for the grandchil-
dren! 
     We are in the process of planning 
some significant activities and oppor-
tunities for our membership in 2009.  
In January, we will be holding our first 
annual Personal Affairs meeting at the 
Sam Houston Club in conjunction with 
our luncheon.  This should present a 
great opportunity to all to revisit what 
needs to be done to protect your 
spouse and children and your benefits.  
Later, in March, we will be having our 
second annual Alamo Chapter golf 
tournament at the Ft. Sam Houston 
Golf Club.  This will benefit the 
Wounded Warriors activity and our 
Outreach/Scholarship program.  In the 
June/July timeframe, we will be cele-
brating our Chapter’s 50thAnniversary. 
    In January and February, the Chap-

Welcome New Members! 
(Continued from Page 4) 

LtCol Jay Strack 

LtCol Mark Sweeney 

LTC John Thilman (Ret) 

LtCol Thomas Tullo (Ret) 

LtCol Steven Van Sciver (Ret) 

LtCol Willard Woldt (Ret) 

MAJ Paul Bacak (Ret) 

MAJ Charles Brice (Ret) 

Maj Thomas Cassidy (Ret) 

MAJ Douglas Fields 

Maj Stephen Fletcher (Ret) 

Maj David Hardy, Jr. 

LCDR Donald Klapperich (Ret) 

Maj Andrea Kunz (Ret) 

Maj George Lindquist (Ret) 

Maj Mario Martinez (Ret) 

MAJ Thomas Palmer 

Maj William Rose 

Maj Gerald Sargent 

Maj Grace Scruggs (Ret) 

Maj Bret Smith 

CPT Richard Akre 

Cpt. Cary Barrett 

Cpt Gordon Falvey 

Cpt Monica Jordan 

CPT Jose Laguna (Ret) 

Cpt Erika McElroy 

Cpt Andrew Ullman (Ret) 

1Lt Glenn Richard 

1Lt Esther Southerland 

1Lt Timothy Yourk 

2Lt Renecas Doxie 

2Lt Lavette Eggleston 

2Lt Oscar Gonzalez 

2Lt Adrian Spears 

CW4 Richard Balwanz (Ret) 

CW4 Douglas Carlberg 

CW# Michael Gates (Ret) 

CW2 Michael Hajduk (Ret) 

Mrs Marjorie Fraley 

Mrs Hope Gans 

Mrs Sylvia Koch 

Mrs Jeanine Neilor 

Mrs Christel Shields 

Mrs Marilyn Weltz 

Mrs Sue Wisnoski 
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    Another Veterans Day has come and 
gone at Fort Sam Houston National 

Cemetery. 

    Sig Christenson wrote in his Ex-
press-News article that the attendance 
was smaller than usual.  I agree.  But it 
was still the usual solemn, emotional 
and inspiring experience that it always 
is; the time to honor and remember our 
veterans.  However; as Sig Christen-

son noted, the turn out was smaller.  

    Please, please, those of you that can 
attend please do so.  Don’t let this very 

special occasion fade away. 

    Chapter member Tony Mandujano 
and I shared the honor of presenting 
our chapter’s wreath in remembrance 
of our veterans.  Several other Chapter 
members including past president Ed 
McCarthy and wife Sue, Sumner Hud-
son, and Father Dick Ames, our for-
mer Chapter Chaplain attended as 

well. 

    Father Ames delivered the Invoca-
tion and Benediction.  If I missed any-
body please let me know, and I will 

correct it in my next article. 

    CMsgt Tom Nesbit once again did 
his stellar performance as Master of 

Ceremonies. 

    The guest speaker was RADM Pat-
rick E. McGrath, Commander Naval 
Air Forces Reserve, Vice Commander 
Naval Air Forces and Deputy Com-
mander Navy Region Southwest who 
made an eloquent but short and to the 

point speech. 

    A Veterans Naturalization Cere-
mony was held for the very first time.  
Ten non-United States Citizens serv-
ing in our armed forces were sworn in 
and became citizens of our great coun-

try. 

 

LCDR Gil Rodriguez (Ret)  

    The Fort Sam Houston Healthcare 
Consumer Advisory Council (HCAC) 
met 18 November. 
The following items were addressed 
by the Council: 
1) Tricare On-Line:  “TRICARE 
Online (TOL) is a web site that contin-
ues to evolve as new tools emerge.  
Our most recent effort is the introduc-
tion of the new face of TOL, with a 
complete update of the web site. 
    As we continue to grow, we expect 
some problems to surface.  It is our 
mission to continually look for ways to 
improve upon how the Military Health 
System (MHS) takes care of its own."  
Tricare Online's Customer Service's 
phone number is 1-800-600-9332, or 
210/767-5250 (Direct.)  Links of inter-
est: About TOL; Registration Benefits; 
Register Now on TOL; and Log In. 
2) Fort Sam Houston, ACS/SFAC. 
    The Soldier and Family Assistance 
Center (SFAC) Operations, is com-
prised of two separate locations in-
stead of one combined location like 
most other sites. 
    The SFAC administrative program 
is a one-stop service location with es-
sential services to aid Warriors during 
transition and is located in a semi-
permanent building behind the WTB 
buildings. 
    The Warrior Family Support Center 
(WFSC) provides recreational services 
for Warriors in Transition, their fami-
lies, and Non Medical Attendants who 
accompany them.  They move from 
the Powless Guest House into their 
new building the end of November 
with official opening 1 December 
2008. 
    The WFSC is designed to provide a 
friendly, comfortable environment to 
the Warriors in Transition (WIT) and 
their family members, where they can 
watch TV, use the internet, play video 
games, sign up for trips, snack or "just 
hang out."  The WFSC provides be-
tween 40 and 60 recreational activities 
per month (usually with no entry fee) 
and transportation provided. 

    One of the main purposes of the 
WFSC is to manage the Fisher Foun-
dation Hero Miles Program supporting 
the WIT.  The WFSC has meal vouch-
ers, gift cards, and other donated sup-
port available for those separated from 
their normal environment. 
3) Managed Care Magazine Septem-
ber 2008.   A study was made of 22 
health insurers with respect to overall 
satisfaction with health plans.  Of the 
22, "Tricare/military" ranked highest, 
followed by Kaiser Permanente, 
AARP, etc.  This certainly speaks well 
of the healthcare system of which we 
are a part. 
4) BRAC Update.  The construction 
contract was awarded to Clark/Hunt, 
31 July 2008. 
    The initial construction schedule 
was received in October 2008, and 
major renovation starts Jan/Feb 2009. 
Without listing the many construction 
activities, one thing listed should be of 
interest to patients being treated at 
BAMC.  Mandatory Satellite Parking 
for BAMC staff will go into full effect 
when the construction bubble is 
erected in early January 2009. 
    Until the parking garage is com-
pleted in late 2010, ALL PARKING 
AVAILABLE ON BAMC WILL BE 
FOR PATIENT ACCESS ONLY." 

                                                          

Col Stuart S. Myers (Ret) 

Veterans Day HCAC Update 

Officers’ Club Renamed 

The Randolph AFB Officers’ Club 
was renamed after Col Ralph S Parr on 
December 5.  
Colonel Parr completed five combat 
tours in four different aircraft and flew 
641 combat missions in three wars.  
During his air force career he flew 
over 6,000 hours in fighter aircraft, 
was a double ace and earned more than 
60 decorations, including the Distin-
guished Service Cross, the Bronze 
Star, 10 distinguished flying crosses 
and 41 air medals.  He served as the 

12th TFW/CC at Phu Cat Ab, SYN. 
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                    Solitaires 

strands.  The shawls were lovely.  
Even purses and shoe soles can be 
made.  Tires can be recycled into 
road building material. Grass and 
plants can be converted to alterna-
tive fuel. The use of recyclables is 
expanding. Check with your waste 
management company to see how 
many new items they now accept. 
Help keep America Green!  

    We now have a new president.  
No, not Obama, but Mavis Cleary! 
Mavis has agreed to take over the 
Solitaires in January as our new 
leader.  We are delighted she has 
accepted this new role. We know she 
will be a great leader.  One more 
meeting was added to this year's 
schedule: Sunday November 23 at 
Randolph Club.  It gave us a chance 
to say goodbye to current leaders 
Laura Ecuyer and Betty Berry and to 
welcome our new President, Mavis 
Cleary. 

    Happy Holidays! See you again 
on Tuesday 6 January 2009 at the 
luncheon at the Fort Sam Houston 
Club.  

 

    Col Irene Collier (Ret) 
 

   — If you are a single man or lady 

and like to eat, chat, make new 

friends, experience or provide some-

times brief impromptu or scheduled 

interesting demonstrations, talks, or 

discussions, whether you are: visit-

ing the area; active duty or retired; 

widowed or divorced; the SOLI-

TAIRES is the group for you. 

   — This is a wonderful opportunity 

to enjoy camaraderie with other sin-

gle men and ladies whose back-

grounds and experiences are or have 

been with the military. 

 

 
 

    One man's junk is another man's treas-
ure!  How often do we relegate to the 
garbage fill items that could be recycled 
into functional and often beautiful new 
items?  Most of us are tied into the few 
items we were told initially could be re-

cycled. 

    The Solitaire's guest speaker on 4 No-
vember was Elvia Olivarri, Regional 
Coordinator for the San Antonio Waste 
Management Department.  The depart-
ment asks that you save all paper or plas-
tic items such as junk mail, catalogs, 
telephone books, dry good packaging 
such as cereal, rice, (remove liners), flat-
tened cardboard, magazines, office pa-
pers (remove clips and staples) paper 
back books, paper towel/toilet cores and 
non metallic gift wrap. Many churches 
have bins to collect your newspapers and 
magazines. They in turn sell them and 

use the money to payoff their debts.  

    How about plastics? Those labeled #1 
through #7 are acceptable.  Look for the 
recycling logo on the side or bottom of 
the package. Plastics such as soda bot-
tles, shampoo, lotions, medicine bottles 
and plastic meat trays are fine. Do rinse 
containers and remove lids before dis-
carding.  Bottles and jars are all good. 
Just rinse and remove the lids. Remove 
the nozzle from aerosol bottles. All 
metal, aluminum cans, pie tins, steel 

beverage and food cans are great. 

    Why take off the lids? When the col-
lectibles go down the separation chute, 
the magnetic arm separates like materi-
als.  A glass bottle with a metal lid could 
break and damage the equipment.  Why 
bother saving our trash?  It helps save 
our rapidly filling landfills.  Plastics may 
take years to disintegrate.  Ms Olivarri 
brought sample articles made from recy-
cled materials.  There were greeting 
cards, paper bags, shopping bags.  Rugs 
and shawls can be made from plastic 

Receiving The Lariat 

Online? 
    If you would prefer to read your 
Lariat on-line rather than receive a 
printed copy, send us an email with the 
subject line as OLLO and we’ll gladly 
remove you from the printed version 

mailing list. 

    We will notify you by email when 

the new issue is available for viewing. 

• Save paper, 

• Save postage,  

• Read it sooner  

• AND with color!! 

    IBM and the International Finance 
Corps of the World Bank is extending 
its on-line resource for small business 
to veteran’s organizations and veterans 
owned small businesses. 
 
    Called the SME Toolkit 
(us.smetoolkit.org), it is an on-line 
resource and it has an array of new 
features providing expert advice for 
starting, growing or maintaining a 
business. 
 
    The new tools include daily expert 
advice by Jim Blasingame, the #1 
ranked small business expert on the 
Internet.  A new small business video 
learning series is available covering 
topics such as incorporating, book-
keeping, managing credit and avoiding 
burnout. 
 
    The toolkit was introduced last year 
in the U.S. for Asian, Black, Hispanic, 
Native American and Women-owned 
businesses, and contains thousands of 
how-to articles, free Web software, 
press release distribution offerings and 
directory listing, financial calculators, 
business readiness quizzes, HR and 
more.  

New Resources for Small 

Businesses 
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Donation Consideration 
MOAA-AC Outreach Fund 

As year end 2008 approaches, some are thinking about Federal Income taxes due.   

In that vein, the chapter requests your consideration in making a tax deductible dona-
tion*  to the Chapter’s Outreach fund.  Please know that every cent is for charita-

ble/scholarship purposes! 

 

Donor Name: _____________________________________________ 

Amount: _________ 

Please mail to MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, TX 78208 

* consult your tax advisor 

MOAA-AC Out and About 

MOAA staff met with Vice Admiral 
Norb Ryan, MOAA President, during his 
trip to San Antonio to discuss chapter and 

national issues. 

Pictured L-R are Rhoda Philby, Ed 

Marvin, Norb Ryan, Jim Cunningham. 

Also in attendance were Gil Rodriguez, 

Mac McDonald and David Patrick. 

Jim Cunningham & Ed LeFebvre 
visiting with Representative Charlie 
Gonzales thanking him for his sup-
port of military issues and getting 
his commitment for continued sup-

port during the 111th Congress. 
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    The Caughron Wing, the newest 
addition to the Alzheimer’s Care 
and Research Center Foundation, 
“Freedom House”, is complete. 
    Air Force Village (AFV) held the 
grand opening/ribbon cutting cere-
mony of the wing on October 17, 
2008 at 10:00 a.m., in conjunction 
with the Village’s 44th Annual 
Meeting. 
    Freedom House, located on the 
Village II campus at 12455 Freedom 
Way, San Antonio TX 78245, 
opened in 1998 with 27 units and 
doubled in size to 54 in 2003. In its 
10th year of operation, Freedom 
House is a nationally recognized 

Air Force Village “Freedom House” Dream Com-

plete! 

Upcoming Events 

 

January 22, 2009 

 

Chapter Luncheon 

 

Speaker: 

Casualty & Mortuary 

Affairs Officer 

 

 

Alzheimer’s care and research facil-
ity. 
    This “world-class” facility has 
won numerous awards, both for its 
architecture and for its unique pro-
gram of care. 
    The Caughron Wing added 18 
units for end stage Alzheimer’s and 
hospice care. AFV provides quality 
housing, activities, and care for over 
1200 retired military officers and 
spouses; heroes that shaped America 
and the world into what it is today. 
Source:Air Force Village Press Release)    

Christmas Party 08 
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 Chapter Events Calendar 

JANUARY  

1 New Year’s Day - Fly the Flag! 

2  Volunteer Hours Due 

2  VA Hospital Decoration Removal 

6  Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Sam Houston Club 

8 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

14 MOAA-AC Board Meeting 11am Randolph O Club 

15 Lariat Article Deadline 

19 Martin Luther King, Jr, Day - Fly the Flag! 

21 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am 

22 Chapter Luncheon - Personal Affairs Speaker Sam 

Houston Club 11am 

23 Lariat to Printer 

25 Solitaires Brunch 11 am Randolph O Club 

27 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 

Welcome)  

Note: Events bolded are for the general membership and 
italicized are for staff, though members are always welcome. 

Please call the office for details (210) 228-9955 

DECEMBER 2008 

1 Volunteer Hours Due 

4 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

4 Christmas Dinner Dance 6:30pm Randolph O 

Club 

6 Ft Sam Houston Retiree Appreciation Day Blesse 

Auditorium 

7 Pearl Harbor Day 

8 Lariat Article deadline 

10 Decorate VA Hospital 9am 

18 Lariat to Printer 

 

Ongoing:  

1) Cookie Angels delivering items to Warrior & Family Support Cen-

ter  

2) Volunteers meet every Monday at MOAA offices at 9am for the 

“Gathering of the Gardeners”  

FEBRUARY 

1 Volunteer Hours Due 

1 Deadline for CommunicationsAward 

3 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Sam Houston Club 

5 TCC – MOAA Leadership Mtg Austin 

12 Lincoln’s Birthday - Fly the Flag! 

12 Health Care Advisory Council Mtg FSH 

12  Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

15 Lariat Article Deadline 

18 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am 

21 Lariat to Printer 

22 Solitaires Brunch 11 am Randolph O Club 

24 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcom-

ers Welcome) 

26 Chapter Luncheon 

MARCH 

3 Volunteer Hours Due 

3 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Sam Houston Club 

5 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

15 Lariat Article deadline 

18 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am 

20 Lariat to Printer 

22 Solitaires Brunch 11 am Randolph O Club 

26 Chapter Luncheon 

27 Second Annual MOAA-AC Golf Tournament Ft 

Sam Houston Loma Course 

31 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 

Welcome) 

Merry Christmas 

and a 

Happy New Year 

from all at 

MOAA-AC 
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Benefits of Membership 
 

• Our monthly newsletter, the 
Lariat which includes a calendar of 
events, is sent to each member, and 
includes both MOAA and Alamo 
Chapter news. Stay informed! 
 

• Monthly luncheons, which 
rotate between the Randolph, Fort 
Sam Houston, and Lackland 
service clubs, feature informative 
speakers and are also open to 
guests. 
 

• Benefit information of all 
kinds is provided through the 
Alamo Chapter. We have an 
experienced Vice President of 
Personal Affairs who can give 
quick answers to your and family 
members’ questions, or who can 
research the more complex issues. 
 

• The opportunity to enjoy the 
camaraderie of meeting fellow 
chapter members and their guests. 
We also plan for various social 
events, open to families and guests. 
In addition, our chapter features a 
singles group called the Solitaires, 
some of who are surviving spouses. 
The Solitaires have a busy social 
calendar. 
 

• Automatic enrollment in 
MOAA national for one year, 
which includes the MOAA 
magazine, the Military Officer. 
 

• Make your voice heard on 
proposed state and national military 
legislation which may affect you 
and your family. Both the Alamo 
Chapter and MOAA national 
welcome your views! 
 

• Enjoy many benefits, 
discounts, and services, to include 
career planning. The Alamo 
Chapter also provides college 
scholarships to those who qualify. 
MOAA Travel helps you plan that 
great getaway, and is available for 
members. 

Referred by: _____________________________________________________ 
 

 The Give Me 10! Campaign offers some new options for membership. Two options (the second with a sub 
option) for joining are available: 
 
 1.  You can join the local MOAA chapter (the Alamo Chapter) for one year membership for the price of 
$25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse) and receive one year free membership in MOAA National (if not 
already a member). Please fill out the local chapter membership application form. Please make out a check for 
$25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary member) payable to MOAA-AC and mail the form and check to our local chapter 

office. 
 
 2.  You can join MOAA National receiving two years membership for the normal price of one year - $25.00 
($24.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse). Please fill out the local chapter membership application form. Please make 

out a check for $25.00 ($24.00) (or Life Member dues) payable to MOAA and mail the form and check to our 

local chapter office. We will then initiate an additional separate national form for you and forward it and your 

MOAA National check to the national headquarters. 
 
 2.a.  Then if you choose, you can additionally join the local MOAA chapter (the Alamo Chapter) for one 

year membership for the price of $25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse). Please make out a separate check 
for $25.00 ($15.00) payable to MOAA-AC and include it with the form and check described in paragraph 2 
above. 
 

Membership Application 
(Annual Membership – renews January 1st)  

Are you a member of MOAA National? __________ 
 

              Military Officers Association of America 

        Alamo Chapter 
 
Circle Status:  Commissioned & Warrant Officers of all services - Active, Reserves, 

former, or Retired, National Guard, NOAA, PHS, Surviving Spouse. 
 
Name_________________________________________________________________ 
          (Print)   Last                           First                      MI        Spouse 
______________________________________________________________________ 
    Residence Address             City                   State                      Zip 
________________________________________________________________ 

          Rank/Grade                        Service                             Date of Birth 
 
Home phone_______________________Business phone________________________ 
Civilian/Military Occupation______________________________________________ 
Firm/Unit____________________________ E-mail*___________________________ 
 
* May we have your permission to publish this information in the Chapter Membership 
Directory? ________ 
(*This directory and your e-mail address are exclusively for the use of the chapter and 
will not be sold or used for any other purpose than chapter communications and/or board 
approved activity.) 
 
Would you like to access our monthly newsletter (The Lariat) at our website versus 
having it mailed to you? _______ 
 

Would you be interested in being active in chapter volunteer activity? _______ 
In what area(s) would you like to assist (e.g., member recruiting, personal affairs, 
JROTC awards, public relations, programs & events, phone calling, other or wherever 
the need is greatest)?___________________________________________________. 

 
   ________________________________________     ____________________ 
                              Signature                                                        Date 
 

CHARITABLE OUTREACH PROGRAM  
Please accept my tax-deductible donation of: $____________ to (check one)                    
* Outreach Fund _______   As designated by the Alamo Chapter ________ 

* a fund for a yearly college scholarship and other charitable programs and services. 

Send To: 

MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, Tx 78208-0037 
 
For questions please call (210) 228-9955 or e-mail: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 
Also visit our chapter’s website at www.alamomoaa.org 
 

 Please feel free to copy and provide this form 
  to prospective members. 3-17-08 
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has been a major powerbroker on a 
number of personnel and benefit up-
grades over the years. 
 
    While Sen. John McCain was rank-
ing minority member of the Armed 
Services Committee, Warner often 
held the reins in the committee during 
the absence of Sen. McCain on the 
presidential campaign trail.  McCain is 
a strong supporter of military people 
as well, and his return to lead the mi-
nority side on the ASC should bode 
well for continued partnership with 
Chair, Sen. Carl Levin on most mili-
tary people issues. 
 
    On the House Armed Services com-
mittee, ranking minority member Dun-
can Hunter (R-Ca.) is retiring.  Rep 
John McHugh (R-NY), Ranking Mi-
nority Member on the Military Person-
nel Subcommittee, is a leading candi-
date to take his place.  Here, as well, 
both Reps. have had a good bipartisan 
history with Committee Chair Ike 
Skelton (D-MO) in working to support 
military people programs. 
 
    There is no doubt the election of a 
new President and the changes to be 
made in the Congress will affect the 
MOAA legislative agenda.  We will 
have to wait and see how.  As COL 
Strobridge says; “The only thing we 
can be certain of is that we’ll have to 
remain vigilant to ensure the nation 
keeps its reciprocal commitments to 
the uniformed services community 
from which it has always demanded a 
disproportional burden of national sac-
rifice.” 
 
In other words, we will have to keep 
plugging away.                                         

  

        Maj Frank Parks, (Ret) 

 

Legislative Report 
(Continued from Page 3) 

 
− DoD and VA should give priority 
to fully establish the Joint Interagency 
Program Office to  
− Implement electronic medical re-
cords. 
−  Improve the Defense Budget. 
− Fill key leadership positions 
quickly 
− Adopt a risk-based approach to 
investment decisions and program for 
the current war instead of relying on 
emergency funding. 
− Determine the appropriate mix of 
contractor, civilian and military per-
sonnel which will retain institutional 
capacity. 
 
    I mentioned earlier that the 
11/14/2008 Legislative Update con-
tained a link to COL Strobridge’s “As 
I See It”.  For those of you who are not 
familiar with these articles, they are 
opinion pieces by COL Strobridge on 
current issues of importance.  COL 
Steve Strobridge, USAF-Ret. is the 
director of Government Relations for 
MOAA.  He is also the elected co-
chair of the military Coalition since 
March 2001.  The title of his most re-
cent article is “Election Implications 
for 2009”.  You can read the full arti-
cle by using the link in the 11/14/2008 
Legislative Update or by going to 
MOAA’s web site and clicking on the 
Legislative Affairs’ drop-down. 
 
    There will definitely be some 
changes in the MOAA Legislative 
Agenda.  The election of a new Presi-
dent means a new cabinet and a “raft” 
of new appointed officials at the top 
level of DoD, the VA and throughout 
the Federal Government. 
 

  We will also have a new Congress 
and possibly some new leaders, but 
certainly new chairs in some of the 
committees.   
 
    On the Senate side, the loss of Sen. 
John Warner will be strongly felt.  He 

Santa Suit Rental 

Ho, Ho, Ho! It’s that time of year 
again! Want to be the life of your holi-
day party?  Reserve your Santa Claus 
suit now for your special holiday party 
whether it is a unit function or 
neighborhood gathering. Information, 
Tickets & Travel (ITT) has complete 
suits available for $25 a day. Reserva-
tions must be made in person at ITT, 
Bldg. 897. 
  

Lodging for the Holidays 

Do you have family or friends coming 
for the holidays? Is your house 
crowded with all that holiday com-
pany? Call Randolph lodging to make 
a reservation and not only free up 
space in your own home but make 
your guests more comfortable at the 
same time. Space Available reserva-
tions for the Thanksgiving holiday are 
available now. Reservations for the 
Christmas holiday open November 1. 
You can make your reservations for up 
to five days space permitting by call-
ing 652-1844. All Lodging rooms are 

non-smoking and pets are not allowed. 

 

Engraved Ornaments 

Start a new tradition in your family by 
giving each of your loved ones a spe-
cial ornament each year that is person-
ally engraved for them. An engraved 
ornament is also a great gift for teach-
ers or baby-sitters and also as a stock-
ing stuffer. Our Engraving Department 
does a superb job and we have an as-
sortment of ornaments you can choose 
from or you can bring in the ornaments 

you want engraved. 

December 31st  Bowling New Year’s 

Eve Celebration  

Celebrate the end of the old year and 
the beginning of the New Year at the 
Bowling Center. On December 31 
there will be open bowling from 1 to 7 

p.m. at $2 per game, per person. 

(Continued on Page 15) 

Randolph Services 
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    In World War II, Samuel Mazur 
was a tail gunner on a B-17 bomber 
that flew over Europe. 
    Three decades later, he died of 
cancer — with no family at his side 
— at a Veterans Administration 
hospital in Vermont. His cremated 
remains were sent to a funeral 
home, where they were placed on a 
shelf and forgotten. 
    "He had an interesting life," said 
Euclid Farnham, who knew him. 
"He really did not have anyone."  
Until recently. 
    On Friday,7 November Mazur 
got full military honors and was 
laid to rest along with three other 
forgotten veterans as part of the 
Missing in America Project, a vol-
unteer organization that seeks to 
identify and honor the unclaimed 
remains of American veterans. 
    There was no family, but there 
were dozens of leather-clad, motor-
cycle-riding veterans at the Ver-
mont Veterans' Memorial Ceme-

tery, and a military honor guard. 
    "The recognition of their service 
transcends their death, and in places 
like this cemetery, we will continue 
to devote ourselves to their cause," 
retired U.S. Army Col. Joseph 
Krawczyk said during the ceremony. 
    In two years, the group's volun-
teers have visited 592 funeral 
homes, found 6,327 sets of un-
claimed remains, identified 491 of 
them as belonging to veterans and 
interred 325, said Bruce Turner, the 
Vermont coordinator. 
    The Department of Veterans Af-
fairs supports the effort. 
"We would support any organization 
that helps to identify veterans who 
would be eligible for burial," said 
VA spokeswoman Josephine Schuda 
in Washington. 
"We can't get into the task of locat-
ing and recovering remains, but 
when a group like this presents iden-
tification, the VA will verify eligi-
bility and assist the group to organ-

 

ize burial honors," she said. 
    The remains of Mazur and the 
three other vets came from Knight 
Funeral Home in White River Junc-
tion, the first Vermont location con-
tacted by Turner, 58, of Lebanon, 
N.H. 
    Turner figures there are dozens — 
at least — similar remains in Ver-
mont and New Hampshire, where 
he's already helped bury six at a vet-
erans' cemetery in Boscawen and is 
planning another service to inter 
nine more. 
    Fred Salanti, 60, of Redding, 
Calif., founded the organization af-
ter discovering that unclaimed re-
mains of veterans were being buried 
in California veterans' cemeteries 
without the honors he felt they de-
served. 
"Some of us who are Vietnam veter-
ans, we still have something locked 
inside of us that makes us want to 
reach out and honor other veterans," 
(Continued on Page 15) 

Group finds & buries remains of Veterans 
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SECRETARY   Col David Patrick 
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VP PERSONAL AFFAIRS  Col Stuart Myers 
                                   LtCol Craig Erickson 
VP LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  MAJ Frank Parks 
DEP LEG AFFAIRS  LtCol Ed LeFebvre 
VP PUBLIC RELATIONS  Rhoda Philby 
DATABASE MGR    Col Barry Long 
VP LOGISTICS LTC Randy Hoff   
LEGAL COUNSEL   (Open) 
SOLITAIRES             Cpt Laura Ecuyer/Betty Berry 
CONSULTANT Maj Len Mull 
EDITOR   Col Kerry Green 
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Statement of Publication 
The Lariat is the newsletter of the Military Officers Associa-
tion of America—Alamo Chapter.  It is published once each 
month to inform the membership of issues and activities of 
interest to all. 
MOAA-AC is a non-profit organization within the state of 
Texas organized to represent the membership and to support 

the activities of  the Texas Council of Chapters and  MOAA 
National. 
Advertising contained in the newsletter is not endorsed by 
the Chapter and does not represent any recommendation to 
the membership.  Opinions expressed in articles contained 
herein are not necessarily those of the membership as a 
whole or  the Chapter.  Questions should be directed to the 
Editor, at the Chapter office.   

 MOAA-AC  P.O. Box 8037 San Antonio, TX 78208 

   (210) 228-9955     moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 

Alamo Chapter 

Remains of Veterans 
(Continued from Page 14) 

Salanti said. "When you stand in a 
Missing in America Project service 
and see 60-year-old men, streaming 
tears, and you look around and see 
no family, we are their family." 
    The group has begun identifying 
unclaimed remains and — when pos-
sible — returning them to family 
members. When no one can be found 
or no one is interested, the remains 
are interred in veterans' cemeteries. 
    Last year, the group received 
$5,000 in donations, Salanti said. 
"We can't afford to have a budget," 
he said. 
    Jim Johnston, a spokesman for the 
Vermont Funeral Directors Associa-
tion, said about 5 percent of all re-
mains are never claimed. He esti-
mated there were a couple dozen sets 
of unclaimed remains in the funeral 
home he runs. He's now going to 
check to see how many were veter-
ans.  
    "I think once the word gets out that 
they can be buried at the veterans' 
cemetery, (directors) will start check-
ing their remains to see how many 
veterans they do have," Johnston 
said.  
    The requirement for a veteran to 
buried in a veteran's cemetery is to 
have been honorably discharged. Of 
the four sets of remains buried here 
Friday, the most was known about 
Mazur:  
    He won a Distinguished Flying 
Cross, the Air Medal, the American 
Theater Ribbon, the World War II 
victory medal and the Army of Occu-
pation Medal for service in Germany, 
said Clayton Clark, head of the state 
office of Veterans Affairs in Montpe-
lier.  
    He made a career of the military 
and lived all over the world, retiring 
in Vermont in a small house he 
bought in South Royalton. He lived 
there for about a dozen years.  
    He filled his Vermont home with 
furniture he had made in Hong Kong. 
It sold at auction after his death for a 
fraction of its worth, said Farnham, 

who hadn't known Mazur's remains 
were never claimed.  

"His ex-wife came after he died," 
Farnham said. "I guess I assumed they 
had claimed the remains. Obviously, 
they didn't.  
And the others found with Mazur:  
• Ralph G. Hemphill served as a pri-
vate during World War I.  

• Julius John Morse served in the 
Navy in World War II.  

•Doris Ferriter was an Army second 
lieutenant in World War II.   

Source: Wilson Ring  - Associated Press 

Randolph Services 
(Continued from Page 13) 

Doors open for the adults only party at 
9 p.m. There will be three games of 
Colorama Bowling with cash prizes 
from 9:30 p.m. to Midnight. The cost 
is $25 per person and includes a com-
plimentary glass of champagne for 
each person to toast in 2009 and break-
fast afterwards. There is limited space 

so make your reservation early!  

Indoor Half Marathon 

This is a self monitored program based 
on honor system. Participants are to try 
to complete 13 miles running/walking 
within two weeks from December 15-
29. Participants may pick up the cards 
to log their mileage at the front desk. 
Participants will receive a water bottle 

on completion of the event.  

Holiday Gift Certificates 

Gift certificates are available and make 
great gifts for that hard-to-shop-for 
person on your list. During the month 
of December you will receive a raffle 
ticket with the purchase of $10 in mer-
chandise for a drawing to possibly win 

a set of irons, driver, putter or bag.  

Stocking Stuffers 

ITT has the perfect gift! Choose from 
IMAX and Regal Theaters, Natural 
Bridge Caverns, Natural Wildlife 
Ranch, season passes to their favorite 
theme park, Entertainment Books, Dis-
ney World or Disney Land Tickets or 
even tickets to a Broadway play! Stop 
by ITT/Equipment Checkout for these 

and many more ideas.  
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TO BE A MAJOR SOURCE OF INFORMATION, 
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MEMBERSHIP; 

 TO PROVIDE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FOR 

THE COMMON GOOD OF OUR MILITARY 

COMMUNITY; AND TO BE A POWERFUL VOICE 

SUPPORTING MOAA AT THE LOCAL, STATE AND 

NATIONAL LEVELS.  

WE ’RE  ON  THE  WEB :  

WWW .ALAMOMOAA .ORG  
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Time Sensitive Material 

  
 
 

AMERICAN RED CROSS 
 FORT SAM HOUSTON OFFICE 

 
 

Serving the Military and Their Families 
 
 

Volunteer at Fort Sam Houston, 
Lackland AAFB or Randolph AFB 

 
 

Get to know us before you need us. 
 
 

Classes offered at FSH Red Cross Bldg 2650 
 CFAS Classes ( CPR, 1st AID AND AED) 

Babysitting Classes 
Other classes offered at various locations. 

 
 

 Please call 210-221-3355 
 for class information or to volunteer.  


