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Save The Date! 
 

Fri Dec 11 
Christmas Party 

RAFB Parr O’ Club 

Fri Feb 12 
Valentine’s Day Dance 

RAFB Parr O’ Club 

           President’s 
           Message 

    A belated Happy Veterans Day.  I actually could 
say Happy Veterans Day because I am preparing my 
message on Veterans Day 2009. 

    I awoke to a beautiful morning, and I hastily 
thought of the mornings that many of you have en-
dured throughout your respective lives in the various 
areas of service you have provided to our great coun-
try over the years.  My thoughts drifted to World War 
II and Korea and mornings for many of you in those 
days.  My thoughts also drifted to Vietnam and to my 
contemporary comrades who served in that theatre of 
war where some of the mornings weren’t so pretty.  
Our veterans in the Iraq and Afghanistan encounters 
certainly have some of their mornings which have not 
been as physically appealing as it was this morning in 
San Antonio, Texas.  But I hasten to add that even 
with that thought, the mind set of each reader was 
that the mornings couldn’t be more beautiful if only 
because we were serving the country that we love, 
the United States of America. 

    Also this morning I decided, upon my daughter’s 
very strong order that I needed to get back and physi-
cally start my walking routine once again.  I had 
some outpatient surgery in the last month that took 
me out of my fitness regimen.  The by product of that 
was simply an issue with my blood pressure so I de-
cided I needed to follow my daughter’s orders and 
get back on the trail again.  As I walked out the door, 
I was so surprised to see a flag in our front yard. A 
little flag like we find at the cemeteries. 

    As I continued my walk I noticed there was a flag 
at every residence in our community.  It really was a 
wonderful thought to think that someone, and I really 
do not know who, was responsible for that wonder-
fully patriotic gesture of procuring and placing the 
American flag in each of the yards here in our  

(Continued on Page 13) 

 

 

Chapter President, LtCol Ed Marvin, accepting the Five Star 
Banner for Chapter Excellence from MOAA Chairman of the 

Board, General Richard Neal.  The award ceremony took 
place at the recent MOAA Annual meeting in San Diego, CA.  

(Photo: Jim Cunningham) 
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Cookie Angels 
The cookies angels were hard at work 
again last month.  Many thanks to the 
following who either baked goodies, 
brought fruits or provided other much 
needed personal items to our wounded 
soldiers at Ft Sam Houston’s Warrior 
and Family Support Center. 
    If you are able to donate to the WFSC 
please call Susie at (210) 654-0351, so 
we may add your name to our list. 
Thank you. 

Aina Blake 
Irene Collier 

Frank and Dolores DeVille 
Nita Felder 

Susan Filippini 
John Gibbs 

Ed & Sue McCarthy 
Mac and Lori McDonald 

Bo Mills 
Lolly Orlowski 

Helga Parks 
Jan Rund 

Phyllis Smith 
Bill Strout 

Susie Tolman 
Dot Wise 

Tom and Evelyn Woods 

Chapter News & Notices 
TAPS 

 
We received the news that the follow-
ing members have passed away.  We 
wish to convey our sincere condo-
lences and best wishes to their family 
and loved ones:  

 
LTC Francis Adamo, USA (Ret) 

11/3/2009 
 

Uyvonda Slager 
11/11/2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grateful thanks to the following 
folks who have kindly donated to the 
Chapter: 

 

Elizabeth Goetz 
 

CDR Carl Jokela USN (Ret) 
 

To: All Retired Military Personnel 

Subject: Official Command Visit 

This office has been informed of an offi-
cial visit by Gen. Santa Claus to this 
base on 25 December. The following 
directives will govern activities of per-
sonnel during this visit: 

1. No creatures will stir without official 
permission. This will include all native 
mice. Special stirring permits will be 
obtained through the orderly room. 
2. Personnel will settle their brains for a 
long winters nap prior to 2200 hours. 
Uniform for nap: pajamas, cotton, light 
drowsing, with kerchief, general pur-
pose. 
3. Personnel will utilize standard ration 
sugar plums to dance through their 
heads. This item may be picked up in the 
orderly room. 
4. Stockings, wool, cushion sole, will be 
hung by chimneys with care. Necessary 
safety precautions will be taken to avoid 
fires. Individual sections will submit 
stocking-hanging plans to Capt. Kringle 
by 0800 hours, 22 December. 
5. At first sign of clatter from lawn, all 
personnel will spring from their beds to 
investigate and evaluate cause. Immedi-
ate action will be taken to tear open shut-
ters and throw open window sashes. 
6. Volunteers are needed to drive one 
sleigh, miniature, and eight (8) deer, 
rein, tiny, for use of Gen. Claus. Driver 
must have current rooftop license. 
7. Gen. Claus will enter all sections 
through chimneys. Sections without 
chimneys will draw a Chimney Simula-
tor from Link Services for use during 
ceremonies. Requests must be submitted 
in triplicate prior to 20 December. 
8. All personnel will be rehearsed in 
shouting "Merry Christmas to all, and to 
all a good night." This shout will given 
upon the termination of Gen. Claus' visit. 
Uniformity of shouting is the responsi-
bility of all section chiefs. 

Signed, Ebenezer Scrooge, Colonel, 
USAF, Commander 

November Luncheon attendees: 
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    This past month has been extremely active.  Ed 
Marvin and I attended the MOAA National Annual 
meeting in San Diego.  Ed was the guest of MOAA 
representing your Alamo Chapter to receive the Five 
Star Chapter of Excellence award for 2008.  (See photo 
on Page 1).  I attended as the President of the Texas 
Council of Chapters.  Other Texas Chapters receiving 
Chapter of Excellence awards were Greater Dallas, 
Lone Star, El Paso and Tyler.  

    Also, at the Annual meeting, we were introduced to 
the new MOAA Travel Service, International Cruise 
and Excursions, Inc (ICE).  ICE has created a new re-
wards system for MOAA travelers which will award 
them points for travel that will give them reduced rates 
for all forms of travel.  Detailed information regarding 
the ICE program is contained in the November 2009 
issue of the Military Officer Magazine. 

    Upon returning, we went right into Veterans Week 
activities.  Some pictures are in this months Lariat (See 
pages 5, 9 and 10).  Monday, I attended a news confer-
ence with Senator Leticia Van de Putte and others to 
roll out the first Veterans Scratch-off lottery tickets to 
benefit the Veterans Assistance Fund that will be ad-
ministered by the Texas Veterans Commission to the 
benefit of veterans and Veterans Service Organizations 
to help them help veterans.  This funding mechanism 
was passed by the 81st Legislature and will produce an 
estimated nine to ten million dollars per year for the 
fund.  In the little time since it has been introduced it 
has already produced over 1.5 million dollars. 

   That same afternoon, I attended a news conference 
put on by Governor Perry to announce additional fund-
ing to the state mental health office to fund additional 
services for PTSD/TBI soldiers and the addition of 12 
more counselors in the Texas Veterans Commission to 
be split between Waco and Houston who will process 
pending applications for veterans to the VA.  This will 
hopefully clear away a huge backlog that exists today. 

    Wednesday, there was a very moving ceremony for 
Veterans Day at the Ft. Sam Houston National Ceme-
tery where I represented the Alamo Chapter by placing 
a wreath.  Reverend Buckner Fanning (a WWII/Korean 
era Marine) was the most eloquent speaker at the event 
which was attended by a broad cross section of veter-
ans from WWII to OEF/OIF. 

    The October luncheon was very successful with 
Senator Van de Putte speaking to issues that had been 
legislated in this past session and things that will be 
coming up in the 2011 session of the legislature. 

 

    The November luncheon featured Mr. Jim Nier, the Execu-
tive Director of the Texas Veterans Commission, speaking to 
the work that the TVC does for the 1.7 million and growing 
population of veterans in the state of Texas including educa-
tional benefits, job placement, and help with the VA.  The TVC 
is recognized nationally as being one of the best State Veterans 
Commissions in the United States and many other states are 
having a hard time trying to catch up with all of the things that 
the TVC does for our veterans. 

    Following is a listing of some current Federal legislation that 
is before the House and Senate related to veterans, spouses and 
children.  You may want to contact your Senator or Represen-
tative as appropriate to encourage them to pass this legislation.  

H.R.775 : Military Surviving Spouses Equity Act to repeal the 
requirement for reduction of survivor annuities under the Sur-
vivor Benefit Plan to offset the receipt of veterans dependency 
and indemnity compensation.  

H.R.1089 : Veterans Employment Rights to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to provide for the enforcement through the 

(Continued on Page 8) 

Exec VP’s Corner 
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COL John Carey USA (Ret) 

Col Alice Zauner USAF (Ret) 

LtCol Don Byrd USAF (Ret) 

LTC Jerhald Burgoa USA 

CDR Daniel Garcia USN (Ret) 

LtCol James Herrick USAF 

LTC Gerald Lemasters USA 

LTC John Michna USA 

LTC Michael Punke USA 

LtCol Brent Rager USAF 

LtCol Stephen Rohrbough USAF (Ret) 

LTC Peter Zielenski USA (Ret) 

LT George Frecsko USN (Ret) 

Maj Ruben Martinez USAF 

Capt Karl Kabanek USAF (Ret) 

Capt John Madsen USAF 

CPT Dax Pummill USA 

 

Welcome New Members! 
CPT Anthony Robinson USA 

CPT Henry Schnedler USA 

Capt Regina Tate USAF 

Capt E.J. Trivette USAF (Ret) 

CPT Cynthia Ward USA 

CPT Sara Wilson USA 

Cpt Scott Wolverton USAF 

1Lt Dawn Higginbotham USAF 

1Lt Lindsey Miller USAF 

2LT Jeff Benton USA 

2Lt Chris James USAF 

2Lt Jonathan Sedlacek USAF 

2Lt Matthew Wilson USAF 

CW3 Earnie Baldridge USA 

CW4 Michael Calderone USA 

WO1 John Flores USA 

VA Hospital 
 Hospice Ward Decorating 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the spirit of Christmas, the chap-
ter will again be decorating the 
Hospice Ward at the VA Hospital 
on Friday, December 4th at 9am. 

Please call the office  at (210) 228-
9955 if you would like to partici-
pate in this wonderfully heart-
warming event. 

Alamo Chapter Membership
As of: November 15, 2009

850
900
950

1000
1050
1100
1150

1200
1250
1300
1350

1400
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1500

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Months

Goal

2008
2009

Active    268
Aux        259
Retired   586
Total    1113
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Senator Leticia Van de Putte and Texas Veterans Commission executives buying Veterans Scratch Off lot-
tery tickets at a local convenience store.  Proceeds from the tickets will fund the Texas Veterans Assis-

tance Fund which is administered by the Texas Veterans Commission.  

'Never trade luck for skill.' 

The three most common expressions 
(or famous last words), in aviation 
are: 'Why is it doing that?' , 'Where 
are we?' , and ...'Oh S...!'  

'Airspeed, altitude and brains. Two are 
always needed to successfully com-
plete the flight.' 

'Mankind has a perfect record in avia-
tion; we have never left one up 
there!'  

'Flying the airplane is more important 
than radioing your plight to a person 
on the ground incapable of under-
standing or doing anything about it.'  

'The Piper Cub is the safest airplane in 
the world; it can just barely kill you.' 
- Attributed to Max Stanley 
(Northrop test pilot)  

Airman, maintain thy air speed, lest 
the earth rise up and smite you!  

There is no reason to fly through a 
thunderstorm in peacetime - Sign 

If the enemy is in range, so are you. - 
Infantry Journal 

 It is generally inadvisable to eject 
directly over the area you just 
bombed - US. Air Force Manual  

Whoever said the pen is mightier than 
the sword obviously never encoun-
tered automatic weapons - General 
Douglas MacArthur  

You, you, and you ... Panic. The rest 
of you, come with me - U.S. Ma-
rine Corp Gunnery Sgt. 

 'Tracers work both ways.' - U.S. 
Army Ordnance 

 'Five second fuses only last three 
seconds.' - Infantry Journal  

Any ship can be a minesweeper. 
Once. 

'Never tell the Platoon Sergeant you 
have nothing to do' - Unknown 
Marine Recruit 

 'If you see a bomb technician run-
ning, try to keep up with him.' - 

USAF Ammo Troop  

'Though I Fly Through the Valley of 
Death , I Shall Fear No Evil. For I 
am at 50,000 Feet and Climbing.'  

'You've never been lost until you've 
been lost at Mach 3.' - Paul F. 
Crickmore (test pilot)  

'The only time you have too much fuel 
is when you're on fire.'  

'If the wings are traveling faster than 
the fuselage, it's probably a helicop-
ter -- and therefore, unsafe.' 

'When one engine fails on a twin-
engine airplane you always have 
enough power left to get you to the 
scene of the crash.'  

'Even with ammunition, the U.S. Air 
Force is just another expensive fly-
ing club.'  

'What is the similarity between air traf-
fic controllers and pilots? If a pilot 
screws up, the pilot dies; If ATC 
screws up, the pilot dies.'  

HAVE YOU HEARD:  Sublime Wisdom 
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their own business concepts. The third 
is 12 months of ongoing support and 
mentorship provided to the veterans 
from the faculty experts at the EBV 
universities.  

    Throughout the EBV experience, 
students engage in experimental work-
shops to write business plans, raise 
capital, attract customers and develop 
a marketing strategy that is most effec-
tive for their business model.   

    To create disability-related curricu-
lum and assist participants in under-
standing and leveraging programs at 
the intersection of disability and entre-
preneurship, the EBV is offered in col-
laboration with SU's 
Burton Blatt Institute, which seeks to 
advance the civic, economic and social 
participation of persons with disabili-
ties. 
    Since 2008, Texas A&M's Center 
for New Ventures and Entrepreneur-
ship has hosted the EBV program in 
the Mays Business School. 
 

"This initiative represents a broad-
based team of faculty, students, alumni 
and the broader community toward 
individuals that deserve our respect, 
admiration and assistance," said Rich-
ard Lester, program 
director for EBV. "Our boot camp for 
veterans with disabilities is reflective 
of all the core values that those of us 
associated with Texas A&M Univer-
sity have come to expect." 
    Applications are being accepted for 
next year's program, which is set for 
Aug. 14-20 at Texas A&M. For more 
information, visit 
http://maysbusiness.tamu.edu/index.ph
p/press/ebv/. 
Source: Texas Coalition  

the recession," says Melvin T.Stith, 
dean of the Whitman School of Man-
agement and a Vietnam War-era Army 
captain. 
 

    "The Whitman School launched the 
EBV in 2007 as a step towards provid-
ing these veterans with the skills and 
knowledge to create their own oppor-
tunities, support their families and to 
re-engage the economic engines of 
their communities," he adds. "The 
three initiatives announced today 
greatly enhance the abilities of the 
EBV Consortium to give back to vet-
erans and military families who have 
given so much in service to our coun-
try." 
 

    Texas A&M is one of the EBV Con-
sortium's six schools that each annu-
ally host up to 25 veterans with dis-
abilities for cutting-edge training in 
entrepreneurship and small business 
management with the ultimate goal of 
small business creation and growth by 
the veteran. The veterans, who have all 
served post-9/11 in Afghanistan or 
Iraq, learn a range of business skills, 
including accounting, human re-
sources, supply chain, operations and 
strategy from world-class faculty, en-
trepreneurs, disability experts and 
business professionals. The program is 
entirely free, including travel and ac-
commodations. 
 

    The EBV program is offered in 
three phases. The first is a self-study 
session in which the veterans complete 
courses through online discussions 
moderated by university faculty. The 
second is an on-campus immersion 
where the veterans learn to develop 

    Leaders of the Entrepreneurship 
Bootcamp for Veterans with Disabili-
ties (EBV) today announced three ma-
jor initiatives that they say will signifi-
cantly expand the program's reach and 
impact to assist in rebuilding the lives 
and economic potentials of U.S. veter-
ans with disabilities. 

 
    The U.S. Small Business Admini-
stration's Office of Veterans Business 
Development awarded EBV a three-
year, $450,000 grant to help expand 
the program nationwide and maximize 
the availability, applicability and us-
ability of small business programs for 
veterans, service-disabled veterans, 
reserve component members, and their 
dependents or survivors. 
 

    The launch of the Entrepreneurship 
Bootcamp for Veterans' Families, a 
pilot program, will offer training in 
small-business creation and manage-
ment for select caregivers of veterans 
with disabilities. 
 

    The University of Connecticut 
School of Business has joined the 
EBV Consortium, which also includes 
the Mays Business School at Texas 
A&M, Whitman School of Manage-
ment at Syracuse University, UCLA 
Anderson School of Management, 
Florida State University's College of 
Business and the Krannert School of 
Management at Purdue University. 
 

    "Since 2001, wounded U.S. soldiers 
have returned from Afghanistan and 
Iraq with fewer opportunities in the 
workplace; this unfortunate reality has 
been compounded in the last year by 

Entrepreneurship Bootcamp for Veterans with Disabilities  
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                           Solitaires 

it is not welcome when it covers the 
side of your white house.  Usually 
they roost in colonies under bridges 
or caves.   
     This year Solitaires have been 
participants in a number of MOAA 
sponsored projects. 

    The Cookie Angels donate baked 
goods, magazines, books, DVD's 
telephone cards and personal items 
to the Wounded Warrior program. 

    They made 3000 Red Bows to 
decorate grave sites on Veteran's 
Day at Fort Sam Houston National 
Cemetery. 

    At Christmas they decorated the 
Hospice unit at Audie Murphy VA 
Hospital. 

    The Solitaires also assist with 
planning and implementation of the 
Fiesta Picnic, October Fest, Valen-
tine and Christmas dances, golf tour-
naments, and the monthly MOAA 
luncheons.  Some served on calling 
committees for MOAA.  On the so-
cial side they have had two pot luck 
luncheons in May and December. 

    Their guest speakers varied from 
the Police Department on Security, 
travelogs, dog behavior, a free lance 
author, and the meetings are often 
interspersed with stories to liven up 
the occasion.  Solitaires have been 
active participants in community 
activities making it a functional as 
well as social group. 

    On 22 November a local author 
will be the guest speaker, and we are 
all looking forward to 5 December 
when we will meet for a pot luck 
luncheon at the home of Linda 
Gayer.  Ladies:  bring a casserole.  
Men: bring wine.  Christmas is al-
ways a fun meeting.  For maps to 
Linda's house, call Mavis Cleary. 

    The 5 January meeting at the Fort  

(Continued on Page 9) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
    As the end of the year draws nigh, 
let's review the activities and accom-
plishments of the Solitaires. 

    One of the most unique guest speakers 
was on 26 October when we heard the 
"Bat Lady" laud the benefits of those 
furry little mammals.  Dottie Barnes is a 
member of Bat Conservation Interna-
tional whose missions are education, 
research, and conservation of nature's 
little helpers.  They also interface with 
Wild Life and the National Parks Ser-
vice.  Mrs. Barnes lives in San Marcos 
and gives these enlightening talks 
around the area. 

     To accentuate the subject of her dis-
course, Mrs. Barnes wore an apron made 
of orange print that resembled the under-
belly of a bat.  She had scalloped black 
felt bat wings anchored to her wrists.  
When she raised her arms she resembled 
a bat in flight. 

    Bats usually avoid humans.  Should a 
bat become disoriented, clumsy, or un-
able to fly--you should assume the bat is 
rabid.  Their sharp teeth can bite a dog or 
human and you would not feel it.  An old 
wives tale claims they aim for human 
hair.  The belief is that insect seeking 
bats may dive erratically at people with 
long messy hair, as they feel insects or 
mosquitoes may be embedded there. 

      There are 1100 species of bats world 
wide.  Texas attracts 25 species.  Bats 
are very beneficial.  Did you know that 
on their nightly raids they eliminate tons 
of mosquitoes and insects?  They are 
also essential in pollinating corn, flowers 
and in dispersing fruit seeds.  Their 
nightly sojourns may cover hundreds of 
miles.  Bat guano is a valuable fertilizer 
for gardens and flower beds.  However, 

 

 

 

 

Napping Not a No No 
  
     Research is showing that the daytime 
snooze may have benefits and not inter-
fere with nighttime sleep.  Robert Stick-
gold a Harvard sleep researcher says 
napping makes people more effective 
problem solvers.  A nap seems to help 
people separate important information 
from extraneous details.  Napping is not 
just  for seniors,  Recent studies show no 
association  between napping and com-
plaints about nocturnal sleep. 
  
How to take a good nap 
 l.  Keep it short.  The 20 to 30 minute 
nap may be the ideal pick-me-up.  Even 
just napping for a few minutes has bene-
fits.  Longer naps can lead to sleep iner-
tia-the post-sleep grogginess that can be 
difficult to shake off.   
  
2.  Find a dark, quiet, cool place.  Re-
ducing light, a cool temperature make 
you nod off faster. 
  
3.  Plan on it.  Waiting until daytime 
sleepiness gets so bad that you have to 
take a nap can be uncomfortable and 
dangerous if, you are driving.  A regular 
nap time may make you get to sleep 
faster and wake up quicker. 
  
4.  Time your caffeine.  Caffeine takes 
some time to kick in.  A small Japanese 
study published some years ago  found 
that drinking a caffeinated  beverage  
and then taking a short nap immediately 
afterwards was the most restful combi-
nation because the sleep occurred before 
the caffeine took effect. 
  
5.  Don't feel guilty.  The well timed nap 
can make you more productive at work 
and at home.   
  
Source:  Harvard Health Letter , November 2009 

Medical Minute 
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Exec VP’s Corner 
(Continued from Page 3) 

Office of Special Counsel of the em-
ployment and unemployment rights of 
veterans and members of the Armed 
Forces employed by Federal executive 
agencies, and for other purposes. 

H.R.1211: Women Veterans Health 
Care Improvement Act to amend title 
38, United States Code, to expand and 
improve health care services available 
to women veterans, especially those 
serving in Operation Enduring Free-
dom and Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
from the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and for other purposes.  

H.R.2583: Women Veterans Access 
to Care Act to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to improve health 
care for women veterans, and for other 
purposes. 

S.597: Women Veterans Health Care 
Improvement Act of 2009. A bill to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to 
expand and improve health care ser-
vices available to women veterans, 
especially those serving in operation 
Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring 
Freedom, from the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes 

H.R.1232: Far South Texas Veterans 
Medical Center Act of 2009 to author-
ize the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
construct a full service hospital in Far 
South Texas. 

S.699: South Texas Veterans' Hospi-
tal.  A bill to provide for the construc-
tion by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs of a full service hospital in Far 
South Texas. 

H.R.2254: The Agent Orange Equity 
Act to amend title 38, United States 
Code, to clarify presumptions relating 
to the exposure of certain veterans 
who served in the vicinity of the Re-
public of Vietnam. 
S.1939: Vet Presumptive Exposure 
in Vietnam.  A bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to clarify pre-
sumptions relating to the exposure of 

(Continued on Page 14) 

DD-214's Now Online 
The National Personnel Records Cen-
ter (NPRC) has provided the following 
website for veterans to gain access to 
their DD-214's online: 
            www.vetrecs.archives.gov 
This may be particularly helpful when 
a veteran needs a copy of his DD-214 
for employment purposes. NPRC is 
working to make it easier for veterans 
with computers and Internet access to 
obtain copies of documents from their 
military files.  Military veterans and 
the next of kin of deceased former 
military members may now use a new 
on-line military personnel records sys-
tem to request documents. Other indi-
viduals with a need for documents 
must still complete the Standard Form 
180, which can be downloaded from 
the website. 
Because the requester will be asked to 
supply all information essential for 
NPRC to process the request, delays 
that often occur when NPRC has to 
ask veterans for additional information 
will be minimized. 
The new web-based application was 
designed to provide better service to 
these requests by eliminating the re-
cords center mailroom and processing 
time. Additional documents and ser-
vices such as awards and medals eligi-
bility, replacement medals, benefits 
and claims, health and medical re-
cords, etc., can be provided by NPRC 
upon request. 

**** 
Veterans’ Chat  
www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org or 
1-800-273-8255 (TALK).  
Veterans or their family members can 
remain anonymous once they enter the 
one-on-one chat Web site.  
There, they are joined by a counselor 
who is trained to provide information 
and respond to the requests and con-
cerns of the caller.  
Source: VA Heart of Tx Network News 

 

**** 

Watch the Cracks 
Even with the best of primary care, 
there can still be cracks in the commu-
nication system.  This may be espe-
cially so when transitions occur from a 
hospital to a rehabilitation center, 
nursing facility or even back home. 
Never assume your primary care team 
knows that you have been admitted to 
or dismissed from the hospital.  If need 
be, contact your health care provider 
team and request authorization forms 
necessary to send hospital records and 
results of any tests to your doctor. 
Don’t assume the team providing your 
care knows the results of all your tests, 
especially when they were ordered by 
other providers. 
Source: Mayo Clinic Health Letter 

**** 
VA Combat VET Refunds 
Many veterans are eligible for a retroac-
tive refund of co-payments they made 
for medical services and prescriptions 
associated with treatments related to 
their combat experience. 
The Veterans Health Administration is 
currently reviewing medical records to 
determine which veterans are eligible for 
the refunds. The National Defense Au-
thorization Act of 2008 extended the 
period of enhanced enrollment eligibility 
and cost-free care for conditions that 
may be related to combat operations. 
The law allows any combat veteran, dis-
charged from active duty on or after 28 
Jan 03, to be eligible for Priority Group 
6 enrollment up to five years after they 
leave the service. Combat veterans dis-
charged before that date – who did not 
previously enroll in the VA health-care 
system – are also eligible for Priority 
Group 6 enrollment through 27 Jan 11. 
VHA plans on mailing letters in Nov 09 
to veterans affected by the extended eli-
gibility period, informing them they will 
receive refunds by the end of December.  
Combat veterans are encouraged to call 
VA’s Health Resources Center toll-free 
with any questions at (800) 983-0932. 
Source: The American Legion Online 

**** 

Health, Benefits & Welfare 
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Solitaires 
(Continued from Page 6) 

Sam Golf Club will be a planning 
meeting for 2010. Please bring your 
requests and ideas so we can formulate 
plans for the coming year.   

    Col Irene Collier (Ret) 
 
   — If you are a single man or lady and like to eat, 
chat, make new friends, experience or provide some-
times brief impromptu or scheduled interesting dem-
onstrations, talks, or discussions, whether you are: 
visiting the area; active duty or retired; widowed or 
divorced; the SOLITAIRES is the group for you. 

   — This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy camara-
derie with other single men and ladies whose back-
grounds and experiences are or have been with the 
military. Call the office (210) 228-9955 for more 
details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Alamo Chapter wreath, carried by Jim Cunningham was presented at the 
Veterans Day Ceremony at Ft Sam Houston National Cemetery. 

 

Know the Difference between a Cold and the H1N1 Flu Symptoms 
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The Alamo Chapter - Out and About 

President Ed Marvin at the MOAA-AC Display 

Keynote speaker MOAA’s LtCol Shane Ostrom 

Attendee with Jim Cunningham, Ed Marvin 
and LtCol Shane Ostrom 

The display table used for Chapter  
Marketing and Recruitment 

AFCEA Career Advancement Fair Ft Sam Retiree Appreciation Day 

David Patrick and Ed Marvin manning the 
MOAA-AC display 
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 Benefits of Membership 

of MOAA and the local 
chapter 

 
• Our monthly newsletter, The 
Lariat, which includes a calendar 
of events, is sent to each member 
(or made available on-line), and 
includes both MOAA and Alamo 
Chapter news. Stay informed! 
 
• Monthly luncheons, which 
rotate between the Randolph, Fort 
Sam Houston, and Lackland 
service clubs, feature informative 
speakers and are also open to 
guests. 
 
• Benefit  information of all 
kinds is provided through the 
Alamo Chapter. We have an 
experienced Vice President of 
Personal Affairs who can give 
quick answers to your and family 
members’ questions, or who can 
research the more complex issues. 
 
• The opportunity to enjoy the 
camaraderie of meeting fellow 
chapter members and their guests. 
We also plan for various social 
events, open to families and guests. 
In addition, our chapter features a 
singles group called the Solitaires, 
some of who are surviving spouses. 
The Solitaires have a busy social 
calendar. 
 
• Make your voice heard on 
proposed state and national military 
legislation which may affect you 
and your family. Both the Alamo 
Chapter and MOAA national 
welcome your views! 
 
• Enjoy many benefits, 
discounts, and services, to include 
career planning. The Alamo 
Chapter also provides college 
scholarships to those who qualify. 
MOAA Travel helps you plan that 
great getaway, and is available for 
members. 

Referred by : _____________________________________________________

 The Give Me 10! Campaign Options:  
 1.   Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve officers of all services, who are not past or present members of 
MOAA national are eligible for a one year free national and local MOAA (MOAA-AC) membership. 
 
 2.   Retired Officers or Auxiliary (surviving spouses), who are not past or present members of MOAA 
national , can receive a 2 year membership for $28.00 (The usual annual membership rate is $31). You will then 
receive a one year local MOAA-AC membership free. 
 
 3.  Those already members of MOAA national need to complete this application to receive a 1 year free local 
membership to MOAA-AC. 
 

Normal Dues: MOAA national $31 per year,  MOAA local $25.00 (Auxiliary $15)  
Membership Application 

(Annual Membership)  
Are you a member of MOAA National? __________ 

 
              Military Officers Association of America 

        Alamo Chapter 
 
Circle Status:  Commissioned & Warrant Officers of all services - Active, Reserves, 

former, or Retired, National Guard, NOAA, PHS, Surviving Spouse.  
 
Name_________________________________________________________________ 
 (Print)   Last                                           First                      MI                         Spouse 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Residence Address                                     City                   State                      Zip 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
          Rank/Grade                                 Service                                 Date of Birth 
 
 
Home phone_______________________Business phone________________________ 
Civilian/Military Occupation______________________________________________ 
Firm/Unit____________________________ E-mail*___________________________  
* May we have your permission to publish this information in the Chapter Membership
Directory? ________ 
(*This directory and your e-mail address are exclusively for the use of the chapter and 
will not be sold or used for any other purpose than chapter communications and/or board 
approved activity.)  
 
Would you like to access our monthly newsletter (The Lariat) at our website versus 
having a hard copy mailed to you? _______  
 
Would you be interested in being active in  chapter volunteer activity? _______ 
 
 
   ________________________________________     ____________________ 
                              Signature                                                        Date 
 

CHARITABLE OUTREACH PROGRAM  
Please accept my tax-deductible donation of: $____________ to (check one)                     
#  Outreach Fund _______              As designated by the Alamo Chapter ________ 
#  a fund for a yearly college scholarship and other charitable programs and services. 

Send applications to: 
MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, Tx 78208-0037  

For questions please call (210) 228-9955 or e-mail: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 
Also visit our chapter’s website at www.alamomoaa.org 

 
 Please feel free to copy and provide this form 
  to prospective members. 11-16-09 
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President’s Message 
(Continued from Page 1) 

community.  Don’t ever tell me that 
we’re not a country of just great peo-
ple who love our country mightily. 

    Of course I spent a fair amount of 
time yesterday observing the Memo-
rial Service to the terrorist act at Fort 
Hood, Texas.  There is just no way, 
and I am pleased that it is that way, 
that I could control the tears in my 
eyes as I observed the event.  Each of 
us had our own thoughts as we 
watched, that I am certain, though I’m 
sure we can generalize that our coun-
try continues to need us and needs our 
prayers and needs the services of our 
great servicemen and women. 

    Earlier in the week I had the oppor-
tunity to be at the VFW Post 76 to wit-
ness a news conference conducted by 
Governor Perry and attended by Sena-
tor Van de Putte, Representative Corte, 
Brigadier General Karen Rankin, 
Chairman, Texas Veterans Commis-
sion, Jim Nier, Executive Director of 
the Texas Veterans Commission and 
other dignitaries. 

    I appreciated what was spoken by 
way of legislative initiatives by our 
state legislature in the recent session.  
It was interesting to note Representa-
tive Corte mentioned in passing if they 
can’t get it done to our liking at the 
national level they are not going to be 

slowed down at the state level and will 
continue to honor our veterans and 
ensure they are given the proper atten-
tion as we go forward.  Yes, it has 
been an interesting several weeks re-
garding the Veterans Day celebration.   

    Now, let me move on to our Christ-
mas Party which will be held on De-
cember 11 at the Randolph Parr Offi-
cers Club.  I am pleased and proud to 
announce that the Wilburn Brothers 
will be playing at our dance.  It is that 
time of year many like to get in their 
Christmas finery, and we are planning  
a great event for you. 

    Your chapter will have had its an-
nual planning meeting scheduled for 
December 3rd and you will see in our 
upcoming issues of The Lariat the pro-
grams that are coming down the road. 
You will also see the actions your 
chapter will continue to take on your 
behalf.  In that regard we are certainly 
requesting, as we always do, input 
from each and every one of you.  Most 
importantly, if any of you have seen a 
speaker of late that was really impres-
sive please let me know so that we can 
pursue. 

Once again I am proud to serve each 
of you. I am proud of my service to 
our country, as I know each of you 
share, and I am proud to be an Ameri-
can.  God Bless. 

  LtCol Ed Marvin (Ret) 

Census 2010 

 

    The census is a count of everyone 
living in the United States every 10 
years. It is mandated by the U.S. Consti-
tution and the next one will be in the 
summer of 2010. Your participation in 
the census is required by law. 

    The 2010 Census questionnaire will 
be one of the shortest in history, consist-
ing of 10 questions. It should take less 
than 10 minutes to complete and federal 
law protects the personal information 
you share during the census. Census data 
are used to distribute Congressional 
seats to states, to make decisions about 
what community services to provide, 
and to distribute $400 billion in federal 
funds to local, state and tribal govern-
ments each year. With preliminary work 
starting on the 2010 Census there are 
some basic cautionary notes for you to 
be aware of: 

If a U.S. Census worker knocks on your 
door, they will have a badge, a handheld 
device, a Census Bureau canvas bag, and 
a confidentiality notice.  Ask to see their 
identification and their badge before 
answering their questions.  However, 
you should never invite anyone you 
don't know into your home. 

Census workers are currently only 
knocking on doors to verify address in-
formation.  Do not give your Social Se-
curity number, credit card or banking 
information to anyone, even if they 
claim they need it for the U.S. Census. 
While the Census Bureau might ask for 
basic financial information, such as a 
salary range, the Census Bureau will not 
ask for Social Security, bank account, or 
credit card numbers nor will employees 
solicit donations.  Eventually, Census 
workers may contact you by telephone, 
mail, or in person at home.   

The Census Bureau will not contact you 
by email, so be on the lookout for email 
scams impersonating the Census.  Never 
click on a link or open any attachments 
in an email that are supposedly from the 
U.S. Census Bureau.  

Source: NAUS Weekly Update 25 Sep 09  
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 Chapter Events Calendar 

Note: Events bolded are for the general membership and itali-
cized are for staff, though members are always welcome. 

Please call the office for details (210) 228-9955 

Ongoing:  

Cookie Angels delivering items to Warrior & Family Support Cen-
ter  

 

DECEMBER 2009 

1 Volunteer Hours Due 

3 Planning & Budget Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

4 Decorate VA Hospital  Hospice Ward 9am 

5 Solitaire’s Pot Luck Luncheon at Linda Gayer’s 
House 

7 Pearl Harbor Day 

11 Christmas Dinner Dance Randolph Parr O Club 

25 Christmas Day - Fly the Flag! 

 

JANUARY 2010 

1 Volunteer Hours Due 

4 Undecorate VA Hospital  Hospice Ward 9am 

5 Solitaire’s Luncheon Ft Sam Golf Club 

7 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

21 Chapter Luncheon Ft Sam Golf Course 

24 Solitaire’s Sunday Brunch Randolph Kendrick 
Enlisted Club 

 

Exec VP’s Corner 
(Continued from Page 8) 

certain veterans who served in the vi-
cinity of the Republic of Vietnam, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R.2926: VA Special Care for Viet-
nam-era & Persian Gulf War Vets 
Exposed to Herbicides.  To amend 
title 38, United States Code, to direct 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
provide, without expiration, hospital 
care, medical services, and nursing 
home care for certain Vietnam-era vet-
erans exposed to herbicide and veter-
ans of the Persian Gulf War.  

H.R.3491 : Thomas G. Schubert 
Agent Orange Fairness Act to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to estab-
lish a presumption of service connec-
tion for certain cancers occurring in 
veterans who served in the Republic of 
Vietnam and were exposed to certain 
herbicide agents, and for other pur-
poses. 

S.642: Health Care for Members of 
the Armed Forces Exposed to Chemi-
cal Hazards Act of 2009. A bill to re-
quire the Secretary of Defense to es-
tablish registries of members and for-

mer members of the Armed Forces 
exposed in the line of duty to occupa-
tional and environmental health 
chemical hazards, to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to provide health 
care to veterans exposed to such haz-
ards, and for other purposes. 

S.1779: Health Care for Veterans 
Exposed to Chemical Hazards Act of 
2009.  A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide health care to 
veterans exposed in the line of duty to 
occupational and environmental health 
chemical hazards, and for other pur-
poses. 

S.535: SBP DIC Offset Elimination. 
A bill to amend title 10, United States 
Code, to repeal requirement for reduc-
tion of survivor annuities under the 
Survivor Benefit Plan by veterans' de-
pendency and indemnity compensa-
tion, and for other purposes. Compan-
ion Bill H.775. 

S.1556: Veteran Voting Support Act 
of 2009.  A bill to require the Secre-
tary of Veterans Affairs to permit fa-
cilities of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs to be designated as voter regis-
tration agencies, and for other pur-

poses. 
 
     Be sure to make your reservations 
early for the Christmas Party/Dance 
this year and bring your friends…….!  
The more the merrier!! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 

Maj Jim Cunningham (Ret) 
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VOLUNTEER STAFF: 
PRESIDENT  LtCol Edward L. Marvin 
  elmarv@swbell.net 
EXEC VP Operations MAJ James R. Cunningham 
  jimbob48@sbcglobal.net 
EXEC VP Admin       (Open) 
VP PROGRAMS   (Open) 
VP MEMBERSHIP   LTC Randy Hoff 
  randyhoff106@hotmail.com 
SECRETARY   Col David Patrick 
  dwpatrick01@gmail.com 
TREASURER   Col Vaughn Caudill 
                   vaughn.caudill@us.army.mil 
SCHOLARSHIP        LTC Dan Cummings 
VP PERSONAL AFFAIRS Col Dave Padden 
DEPUTY PA Col Stuart Myers 
DEPUTY PA              LtCol Craig Erickson 
VP LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  LtCol Ed LeFebvre 
DEP LEG AFFAIRS  Al Cote 
VP PUBLIC RELATIONS  LtCol Cheryl Smith 
DATABASE MGR    Col Barry Long 
VP LOGISTICS LtCol Fred Koechley   
LEGAL COUNSEL   (Open) 
SOLITAIRES             Mavis Cleary 
CONSULTANT Maj Len Mull 
EDITOR   Col Kerry Green 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR (Open) 
CHAPLAIN   (Open) 
PX/VAV/VAC Rep Susie Tolman 
TOPS OFFICER Col David Patrick 
WEB MASTER Col Bill Hudson 
VOLUNTEER COORD.  Col Dale Vande Hey 
ADVERTISING COORD.  LtCol David Walker 
AFV SATELLITE COORD. LtCol Ginny Alloway 
DUTY OFFICERS:  Col Irene Collier 
   Col Stuart Myers 
   LtCol Ed Waggoner 
    LTC Ken Vandergrift 
    
     Floaters: LtCol Jim Webb 
   CWO Barry Martin 

DIRECTORS:  
BG Robert Herring  LTC Jim Finch  
Col Ed McCarthy LTC John Gibbs 
Col Mac McDonald LTC Bill Goforth 
Col Frank Rohrbough LTC Sumner Hudson 
LTC Harry Carpenter Mrs. Susie Tolman  
  

DIRECTORS EMERITUS    HONORARY DIRECTORS 
BG George Woodard          Gen Ralph Haines 
Col George Weinbrenner          Gen William McBride 
 

Statement of Publication 
The Lariat is the newsletter of the Military Officers Associa-
tion of America—Alamo Chapter.  It is published once each 
month to inform the membership of issues and activities of 
interest to all. 
MOAA-AC is a non-profit organization within the state of 
Texas organized to represent the membership and to support 
the activities of  the Texas Council of Chapters and  MOAA 
National. 
Advertising contained in the newsletter is not endorsed by 
the Chapter and does not represent any recommendation to 
the membership.  Opinions expressed in articles contained 
herein are not necessarily those of the membership as a 
whole or  the Chapter.  Questions should be directed to the 
Editor, at the Chapter office.   

 MOAA-AC  P.O. Box 8037 San Antonio, TX 78208 
   (210) 228-9955     moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 

Alamo Chapter 

Receiving The Lariat Online? 
If you would prefer to read your Lariat on-line rather than receive a printed 
copy, send us an email with the subject line as OLLO and we’ll gladly remove 
you from the printed version mailing list. 

    We will notify you by email when the new issue is available for viewing. 

Save paper, save postage, read it sooner, AND with color!! 
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 Nonprofit Organizations 

U.S. Postage Paid 

San Antonio, Texas 

Permit No. 1553 

THE LARIAT 

2007 National Award Winning Newsletter 

P.O. Box 8037 
San Antonio, TX 78208-0037 

Phone: 210-228-9955 

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
ALAMO CHAPTER 

MISSION STATEMENT 
TO BE A MAJOR SOURCE OF INFORMATION, 

SUPPORT AND SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT FOR THE 
MEMBERSHIP; 

 TO PROVIDE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FOR THE 
COMMON GOOD OF OUR MILITARY COMMUNITY; 

 AND TO BE A POWERFUL VOICE SUPPORTING 
MOAA AT THE LOCAL, STATE AND NATIONAL 

LEVELS.  

W E’ RE ON THE W EB:  

WWW. ALAMOMOAA. ORG 
Postmaster — please deliver by December 1st  

Time Sensitive Material 

Friday December 11, 2009 

Annual Christmas Party 
Randolph Parr O’Club 

 
Music by The Wilburn Brothers  

 
Dress: semi-formal (or formal - your choice) 

Cocktails beginning at 6:00 pm 
Evening Meal and Festivities at 7:00 pm 

Menu 
Spring Salad with Cranberries, Blue cheese & Toasted Walnuts  

Champagne Vinaigrette Dressing 
Sliced Ham with Rum Raisin Sauce 

Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, Winter mix vegetables 
Sweet Potatoes, Cranberry sauce  

           Fresh baked rolls with butter 
Apple Pie 

Iced Tea & Coffee, Pay as you go Bar 
$25.00 per person 

Enclosed: $________ 
 

Paid Reservations only, please submit by Tues Dec 8th 
 

 Name___________________________________________ 

Guest(s):_________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________  
Send Reservation with check made payable to 

 MOAA-AC to P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, TX 78208 

 
 
 
 

 
Directions to 

Randolph Parr Officers Club 
 
Enter RAFB at Main gate, Pat Booker Road @ FM 78. 

Stay on this road (Harmon Drive) in right lane. 
Enter traffic circle staying in outer lane. Take 2nd exit (right 
side of the Taj Mahal).  

Continue following that street with no turn offs until reach-
ing the Officers Club sign on the left (across from 19th Air 
Force Bldg). 

Turn left at the Officers Club sign, and continue through the 
residential area to the Club, bearing to the right to the park-
ing around the Club.  


