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President’s Message 
 

Army Types).  Col Lamoureux will 
speak on the continued changes that 
are happening at Ft. Sam Houston 
and what we should expect in the 
future with the Joint Basing.  So be 
sure and make your reservations to 
be there. 

    You might want to check out our 
new and improved website, 
www.alamomoaa.org to make your 
reservations as well and better yet 
you can pay online using PayPal. 
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    By the time you receive this mes-
sage, we will have elected a President 
and many new legislators.  One could 
hope that things would calm down 
now, and we could relax, knowing that 
the government will continue and 
things will flow normally.  Unfortu-
nately, this is not and will not be the 
case. 

    The President and legislators will be 
faced with the immediate problems of 
the country “going over the cliff” fi-
nancially, what to do about sequestra-
tion, the “Doc” fix and many other 
problems. 

    This is when we as MOAA mem-
bers and MOAA National must switch 
into high gear and begin contacting 
our legislators to get them in a cooper-
ative mood to tackle these most diffi-
cult and yet extremely important issues 
that will affect us all.   It is incumbent 
on all of us to keep current on the is-
sues that will affect our military and 

our Veterans and Spouses and contin-
ue the fight to protect their earned ben-
efits now and into the future.  Be sure 
and read Colonel Steve Strobridge’s 
article at www.moaa.org about what is 
coming!  It is very enlightening. 

    Our November 15 meeting at the Ft. 
Sam Houston Golf Club will be very 
busy.  We will have our annual busi-
ness meeting, and election results for 
the Chapter will be announced.  We 
will also have a very interesting and 
dynamic speaker, Colonel John Lam-
oureux, Commander of the 502nd Air 
Wing (Garrison Commander for old 

 

Veterans Day ceremony at Ft Sam Houston National Cemetery 2011 
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Cookie Angels 

Grateful thanks to those who either 
baked and or took items to the wound-
ed soldiers at Ft Sam Houston’s Warrior 
and Family Support Center.       
 
If you were able to give this month on 
behalf of the Alamo Chapter please call 
Susie at (210) 654-0351, so we may add 
your name to our list. Thank you. 
 

Maryada Artiglia 

Ruth Baliram 

Mavis Cleary 

Irene Collier 

Frank and Delores DeVille 

Nita Felder 

Susan Filipini 

Joe and Adele Genualdi 

John Gibbs 

Mac and Lori McDonald 

Goldie Monroe 

Lolly Orlowski 

Lou Strong 

Susie Tolman 

 Tom and Evelyn Woods 

Chapter News & Notices  

Abby Consulting 

Air Force Federal Credit 
Union 

Air Force Villages 

Army Residence 
Community 

Beldon Roofing Company 

The Beyer Boys 

CPS Energy 

Randolph Brooks Federal 
Credit Union 

Republic of Texas 
Restaurant 

Security Service Federal 
Credit Union 

Silverbridge Realty 

Spectrum Technologies, 
Inc 

See links to these companies on our 
website www.alamomoaa.org 

We encourage each of you to remember 
our Corporate Partners in your business 

and daily activities because we truly 
appreciate their support. 

If your business or organization would 
like to join us as a Corporate Partner, 
please contact us at (210) 228-9955. 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Corporate Partners 

 
 
Thank You!! 

 

Each of our members listed here have donat-
ed a little (or a lot) to either the Scholarship 

Fund, Chapter Operations or both! 

 

LTC Edmund Ching USA (Ret) 

Col Glenn Larsen USAF (Ret) 

Betty Shelton Mills 

TAPS 
We have received information that the 
following members have passed away. 

We wish to convey our sincere condo-
lences and best wishes to their family 
and loved ones: 

Alma R. Kochis 
09/21/2012 

 
Col Burt Rowen, USAF (Ret) 

10/1/2012 

Vision &  

Mission Statement 
Vision: 

To be the primary advocate for the 
military community 

 

Mission: 

To be a major source of infor-
mation, support and social en-
gagement for the membership; 

To provide programs and ser-
vices for the common good of 
our military community; 

To be a powerful voice support-
ing MOAA at the local, state 
and national levels. 

 

To help us fulfill our mission come 
join us at our monthly leadership 
meetings - the 1st Thursday each 

month 9am, Chapter Offices. 
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The Widow's Uniform is not the soldier-man's disgrace. 

Take your lead from MOAA when visiting your Congres-
sional leaders on these issues realizing that the opinions 
expressed here are those of the author. 

Either Enlisted or Civilian and you care about military per-
sonnel issues, join Voices for America's 
Troops, http://www.voicesfortroops.org/ and know that 
you get the same top-drawer advocacy that MOAA pro-
vides to all who serve. Check: MOAA Named “Top Lob-
byist” - Voices for America's Troops. You will receive the 
same Legislative Update and Alerts with proposed messag-
es in response to current military personnel affairs. 

Officers, Commissioned and Warrant, MOAA needs you, 
too:    http://www.moaa.org/Join/  

Edwin S. Stone 
MAJ, USA Retired 

TCC Executive Vice President 
Federal Legislative 

 

 

Snuffy and his spouse are in the eye of a destructive vortex.  

Nothing happening at the moment. Our legislators are on 
Congressional break running up to the November elections. 

Military personnel benefits are in trouble...not new news. 

Capitol Hill has been bound up in political grid-lock...no 
secret. Our only hope is that the opposing forces can come 
together after November 6 and work to our benefit. 

So, what are issues? First, sequestration will kick-in Janu-
ary 1, 2013...it means draconian cuts to the Defense Budget 
- $60 Billion in '13 and $500 Billion ten years out...we've 
got to turn this one around before it takes effect. Second, 
27% Medicare and Tricare cuts...no further explanation 
need here. Third, hikes in Tricare Pharmacy Fees...we've 
got to minimize the damage here so follow the Association 
guidelines: 2012 Congressional Recess: Time to Make the 
Rounds! 

Now, the amendments to the 2013 National Defense Au-
thorization Act (NDAA): SBP/DIC Offset – repeal the off-
set allowing eligible recipients to receive both; Concurrent 
Receipt of both Military Retirement and VA Disability 
Compensation for all that are eligible; Stolen Valor; and, 
an acknowledgement in law that Tricare recipients pre-pay 
a high price in service to their country for the medical care. 

When the NDAA goes to the Senate and House conference 
for reconciliation, it will be interesting to see what sur-
vives. If I have a choice, I want to see the repeal of both the 
SBP/DIC and Concurrent Receipt offsets...both amend-
ments should be included. 

Only one choice? Mine - Keep the SBP/DIC Offset repeal 
because surviving spouses need the help now...this one 
costs $7 Billion over ten years in contrast to $22 Billion 
over the same period for the cost associated with repealing 
Concurrent Receipt Offset permitting the disabled to re-
ceive both retired pay for service and VA disability com-
pensation. If we don't take care of the surviving spouses up 
front, first before all else, we may never provide the relief 
they so desperately need. 

Here's Snuffy's version of the Five-Sided Building's exhor-
tation to “Keep the Faith” from his  British counterpart in 
“Tommy Atkins,” Rudyard Kipling: 

You talk o' better food for us, an' schools, an' fires, an' all: 

We'll wait for extry rations if you treat us rational. 

Don't mess about the cook-room slops, but prove it to our 
face 

Snuffy Smith and His Spouse Keeping the Faith in the Eye of the Storm 
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 Welcome - New 

Members: 
Col Jeffrey Cowan USAF 

Col Ramona Dolson USAF 

Col Richard Eaves USAF 

COL Priscilla Hamilton USA (Fmr) 

Col Jennifer Humphries USA 

Col Rick Maria USAF 

COL Arthur Stafford USA (Ret) 

LtCol Richard Adams USAF (Ret) 

LTC James Greer USA 

LTC John Hill USA 

LtCol Ruben Matos USAF 

LtCol Stephen Mazer USAF 

LtCol Valerie Moore USAF (Ret) 

LtCol Brian Mullin USAF 

LtCol Gerald Perkins USAF (Ret) 

LTC Kenneth Pruitt USA (Ret) 

LTC Joseph Robles USAR (Ret) 

LtCol Diego Sanchez USAF 

LtCol Robert Smith USAF (Ret) 

LTC Sarah Williams-Brown USA 

Maj Steven Blattau USAFR (Ret) 

MAJ Thomas Brooks USA 

Maj A.J. Evans USMC 

MAJ Drexel Forbes USA 

Maj Joe Gonzalez USAF (Ret) 

MAJ Virginia Hernandez ARNG 

MAJ Alisha Hutson USA 

MAJ Gregory Lacy III USA 

MAJ David Parr USA (Ret) 

Maj Marcus Primm USAFR 

Maj Shawanda Primm USAFR 

Year to Date Membership Stats 

MAJ Dennison Segui USA 

Maj Ken Smid USAF (Ret) 

Maj Ruben Trevino USAF (Ret) 

Maj Thomas Vanderhoof USAF 

Maj Helen Wright USAF 

Cpt Alfredo Abraham USAF (Fmr) 

Cpt Amanda Ferguson 

CPT Myiesha Freeman USA 

CPT Albert Haddad USA (Ret) 

CPT Jenny Hayes USA 

CPT Daniel Isgro USA 

CPT Lance Jelks USA 

Capt Celestine Lukshis USAF 

Capt James Marlin USAF (Ret) 

CPT Jonathan Spiegel USA 

CPT Amado Strong USA 

CPT Williams Taylor USA 

Capt Miriam Thorne USAF 

1Lt Roy DelaCruz USAF (Fmr) 

1Lt Annette Geringer USAF 

1Lt Longford Nguyen USAF 

1Lt Philip Perez USAF 

1Lt Eric Sabatinelli USAF 

1Lt Thomas Shadd USAF 

1Lt Tyler Sifers USAF 

2Lt Angel Burgos USAFR 

2Lt Billy Cantu USAF 

2Lt Dennis Early III USAF 

2Lt Alicia Hogan USAF 

2Lt Xiang Li USAF 

2Lt Irene Mitchell USAF 

2Lt Thomas Renfroe USAF 

2Lt Nicole Stanley USAF 

CW5 Dreck Stewart USA 

Nicholas Hadden USAF (Ret) 

Ray Rutin  CG (Ret) 

1100

1150

1200

1250

1300

1350

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Months

Alamo Chapter Membership
As of: Oct 25, 2012

Goal

2011

Active     385
Aux         231
Former     11

998Retired  
Total     1327

2012
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CHRISTMAS PARTY 

“Ho Ho Ho”!! 

You don’t have to be a MOAA or Alamo Chapter member to attend!! 
Friends & Family (over 21) welcome 

 
 

When:     Friday, December 7, 2012 
 

Where:   Parr Officers Club 
 Randolph AFB 
  
 

Time: 6:00p Social Hour 
Soft Drinks (no-host) 

 7:00p Dinner  
 

Dinner:       Smoked Porkloin with sugar mustard glaze, 
 Stuffed Chicken with apple bread stuffing 
Green beans, honey glazed carrots, broccoli, 
Fresh rolls & butter 
Pecan & Pumpkin Pie & Italian Cream Pie 
Coffee, tea & water, Full pay-as-you-go Bar 

 
 

Music: Two For The Road 
 

Dress: Cocktail 
 

- - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Cut & Return - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

Cost per person:  $35 

Enclosed: $_______ 

RSVP by noon Monday, December 3 

Reservations not cancelled by noon, December 4 will be billed 

Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

Guest(s): ___________________________________________________________ 

Please send this reservation slip & check made payable to “MOAA-AC” to: 
MOAA-AC, P. O. Box 340497, Ft. Sam Houston, TX 78234 

Call 210-228-9955 with questions 
or 

Conveniently register and pay (Secure PayPal) by credit card on line at  
www.alamomoaa.org 

50 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE . . . A MOAA 5-STAR CHAPTER 
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 Veteran’s Day Deals 
Deals 
 
National Parks Free Veterans Day 
Admission 
Everybody gets free entrance to our 
National Parks Veterans Day weekend. 
Dates this year include November 10 – 
12, 2012. 
 
Other 
Companies that haven’t announced 
Veteran’s day specials but did so last 
year include 7-11, Amazon.com, An-
heuser-Busch Parks, Chili’s, Hooters,  
Krispy Kreme, Little Caesars Pizza, 
Olive Garden, Old Navy, Outback 
Steakhouse, Pro Football Hall of 
Fame, Sizzler, Sports Authority, Sports 
Clips, Subway Restaurants, T.G.I. Fri-
day’s, and Walgreens.  Check with 
them to see if they’re doing it again 
this year! 
 
Be sure to take proof of military ser-
vice and call ahead to confirm.  

    Here are some of the restaurants and 
companies that offer Veteran’s Day 
discounts, deals and free meals as a 
thank you to our veteran’s service to 
our country. 
  Veteran’s Day will be observed on 
Monday, November 12, 2012. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Restaurants with Veterans Day Free 
Meals  
 
Applebees Free Meal 
Applebees is offering a free signature 
entree on Sunday November 11th, 
2012 at participating locations. Choose 
from a 7-oz House Sirloin, Fiesta Lime 
Chicken, and a Bacon Cheeseburger. 
Beverages and gratuity not included. 
Must present valid Veteran’s form of 
identification. 
 
Denny’s All You Can Eat Pancakes 
Get all you can eat pancakes for all 
active duty military and veterans with 
a valid ID on Monday, November 12, 
2012. 
 
Golden Corral Free Meal 
Get a Veterans Day free meal to any 
veteran who has served in the United 
States military or is a current active 
duty service member. All Golden Cor-
ral locations will be participating On 
Monday, November 12, 2012 from 4 
PM to 9 PM. No identification is re-
quired to get your free Veterans day 
meal. 
 
Retail Stores with Veterans Day Dis-

counts 
 
Home Depot Veterans Day Discount 
Every year on Veteran’s Day the Home 
Depot offers a 10% discount on Veter-
an’s day. Must present a valid military 
ID. Home Depot also offers this dis-
count to Veterans on Memorial Day, 
Fourth of July, Labor Day. 
 
Lowe’s Veterans Day Discount 
All Veterans receive a 10% discount 
on Veteran’s Day up to $5,000 on in-
stock and special-order purchases. The 
offer can’t be used online, on previous 
sales or on sales of services or gift 
cards. Must present a valid Veteran 
Identification Card (VIC), valid Form 
DD214 or other proof of service. 
Lowes also offers this Veteran’s dis-
count on Memorial Day and the Fourth 
of July. 
 
 
Other Discounts and Veterans Day 

WANTED! 
 

All (Active Duty or Retired) Job Seekers 

 
If you would like to be added to the regular email blast that 

lists job opportunities in San Antonio and the surrounding ar-
ea, please email dwpatrick01@gmail.com   

 

The Officers Placement Service 
(TOPS) 

If you are an area employer who is interested in hiring career 
transitioning officers or their spouses . . .  or if you are a MOAA 
member who is interested in helping a career transitioning officer 
or spouse as a San Antonio Networker . . .  or if you are a 
MOAA member Job Seeker, please contact me – David Patrick, 
Chapter TOPS Officer & MOAA Texas Networking Coordina-
tor, 210-259-9867, dwpatrick01@gmail.com. 
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                   Solitaires 

Easter Island - Rapa Nui 

    Easter Island?  Is that an Easter egg 
hunt?  No, it is a volcanic island, 63 
square miles, equidistant between 
Chile and New Zealand in the South-
eastern Pacific Ocean. 

    You probably first heard about it 
during the space program.  A capsule 
was projected to land somewhere in 
the Pacific Ocean.  We needed to re-
trieve it quickly, so we built a long 
runway on Easter Island as one of the 
retrieval locations.  We later gave it to 
the grateful Rapa Nui.  Till then the 
only access was by boat from ships 
anchored out in the ocean.  There are 
no natural harbors.   

    Easter Island was probably first 
populated by the Polynesians who 
came in about 300 or 400 AD in small 
boats or catamarans.   They found one 
sandy beach, a lush island loaded with 
palm trees, birds and natural grasses.   
The early colonizers brought chickens 
and rats (which they ate for protein.)    
But unintended consequences caused 
the rats to overpopulate the island.  
They ate the palm bulbs thereby negat-
ing reforestation.  Since there were no 
coral reefs, there were no fish nearby - 
only out in deep waters.  They cut 
down the palm trees for boats and 
homes. With limited agriculture, they 
ate the birds and bird's eggs.   

    Meanwhile the population grew to 
1100.  They divided up into nine clans 
with kings and succession by the first 
born.  This lasted until about 1544 
when the Birdman Cult arose. Moai 
had been built to honor their gods and 
former leaders.  Internecine wars 
broke out for food.   Moai were top-
pled as a sign of new strength.  People 
moved into caves and lava 
tubes. Mythology states they resorted 
to cannibalism.  DNA testing of bones 
found in cooking sites showed no hu-
man bones - only birds and chickens.  
The moai represented a relationship 

with the dead who provided everything 
the living needed.  They were erected 
all around the coastline facing in-
wards, symbolizing protection from 
the spirit world in the sea.   Mate was 
their primary god.   

    The Birdman Cult reigned from 
about 1544 till 1853.  The strongest 
warriors competed for leadership.  The 
strongest warriors competed for lead-
ership.  From the ceremonial village of 
Orongo, men descended down a sheer 
1000 foot cliff to the sea, jumped into 
the swirling surf and swam one mile 
through shark infested waters to Bird-
man Island in spring.  Here in caves 
they awaited the sooty terns that mi-
grated there to their nesting areas.   
The warrior who got the first egg 
placed it in a small basket attached to 
his forehead or nose, swam back to 
Rapa Nui, and scaled the precipice to 
the judges in Orongo village.  The first 
one who got there with an unbroken 
egg became the chieftain for the next 
year.    

    The first European to come to Rapa 
Nui was a Dutch explorer, Jacob 
Roggeveen in 1722. Captain Cook got 
there in 1774.  Two events almost dec-
imated the population from 1100 down 
to 300.  Internecine warfare and star-
vation, and secondly, Peruvian slave 
traders who kidnapped families for 
slave trade in Peru.  They were later 
repatriated, but European diseases 
(small pox and tuberculosis) kept the 
population low. 

    Easter Island is best known for the 
large chiseled stone heads (moai).  A 
few had small torsos ending with 
thighs.  Different quarries provided 
stone for the body, head and pukoa 
(top knot).  

    All moai had eyes although they 
have been mostly eroded by weather 
and other conditions.  The moai were 
carved primarily from basalt from a 
quarry in the mountainside. 
(Continued on Page 10) 

STAYING SAFE 

ON THE ROAD 
    It is true that no matter how healthy 
you are, aging will eventually affect 
your driving skills. 

    Decreasing visual acuity, hearing 
loss, reduced mobility of legs,  medi-
cines and diseases all may interfere 
with your driving effectiveness. 

    Paying attention at intersections  
and following these precautions will 
make you a better driver:   

Eliminate distractions such as loud 
radio conversations, and cell 
phones. 

Minimize left turns by instead 
driving past the road you want to 
turn on and making right turns. 

Keep a safe following distance and 
slow down for sudden stops. 

Don’t assume others will give you 
the right of way. 

Plan your route before you leave. 

Consider outfitting your vehicle 
with antiglare or anti-collision 
equipment. 

Take care when exiting or entering 
your vehicle. 

Avoid freeways, heavy traffic and 
bad weather. 

 

Source:  Johns Hopkins Health After 50 Oct 2012  

 

Col Irene Collier (Ret) 

Medical 
Minute 
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er, U.S. AMEDD Center and School 
and Fort Sam Houston; Commander, 
50th Medical Company (Air Ambu-
lance), 159th Aviation Brigade 
(Assault) of the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion (Air Assault) while deployed to 
Operation Iraqi Freedom; Executive 
Assistant to The Surgeon General and 
Commander, U.S. Army Medical 
Command; Commander, 232nd Medi-
cal Battalion, and the MEDCOM Rep-
resentative to the Army Services and 
Infrastructure Core Enterprise (SICE) 
implementation team.  His current as-
signment is the Commander of the 
502nd Mission Support Group, Joint  
Base San Antonio – Fort Sam Hou-
ston. 
 
    His military decorations include the 
Bronze Star, multiple Meritorious Ser-
vice Medals, Air Medals, Army Com-
mendation Medals, Armed Forces Ex-
peditionary Medal, Global War on 
Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Glob-
al War on Terrorism Service Medal, 
Korean Defense Service Medal, 
Armed Forces Service Medal, The 
Military Outstanding Volunteer Med-
al, and the NATO Medal. In addition, 
his military awards include the Com-
bat Action Badge, the Expert Field 
Medical Badge, the Senior Aviator 
Badge, the Air Assault Badge, and the 
Parachutist Badge. 
 
    Colonel Lamoureux is also a gradu-
ate of the United States Naval War 
College and is married to the former 
Miss Laura Wahl.  They have three 
sons: Christopher (19), Steven (14) 
and Daniel (11). 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Our Executive Vice President Bill 
Goforth will also have returned from 
Washington after attending the 
MOAA Annual Meeting.  Bill will 
have received our five star Chapter 
of Excellence Award and will show 
it off at our Annual Business Meet-
ing. 

    Speaking of Programs, be sure 
and make your reservation for the 
Christmas Party on December 7 at 
the Parr Club.  Santa will be there, 
the staff and board members of the 
Chapter will be there, probably act-
ing foolishly, and we should have a 
wonderful time with food, camara-
derie and dancing.  The “Two for the 
Road” band that did such a fine job 
for us this summer will be playing 
your favorites.  Reservations for this 
can also be made either at the Chap-
ter office or on-line at our website. 

    January will bring the opening of 
the next session of the Texas Legis-
lature.  The Texas Council of Chap-
ters will be there along with the Tex-
as Coalition of Veteran Organiza-
tions, of which MOAA is a part, 
working on legislation which will try 
and help Disabled Owned Veteran 
Businesses, gain changes to the 
property tax exemptions for partially 
disabled veterans, and various issues 
that female veterans are having to 
deal with.  We will, I am sure, have 
other issues arise that we will sup-
port.  Keep an eye on this column, 
and I will talk more about what is 
going on as the session progresses. 

    For any who are interested, two 
events will be happening in Austin 

(Continued on Page 10) 

President’s Message 

 
Please support the Ft Sam Houston Red Cross Office.  

Send donations to: 
P.O. Box 340129 

Ft Sam Houston, TX 78234 
 

They also provide many useful classes - call 221-
3355 for more details 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colonel John Lamoureux 
Commander 502nd Mission Support Group 

Joint Base San Antonio Ft Sam Houston 
 
    Colonel John Lamoureux, a native of 
West Hartford, Conn., was commis-
sioned a Medical Service Corps Officer 
in 1988 after graduating from Embry 
Riddle Aeronautical University with a 
Bachelor's Degree in Aeronautical Engi-
neering. 
 
    Following his commission, he attend-
ed the Officer Basic Course and then 
Army flight training at Fort Rucker, Ala. 
He then served in numerous flight, staff 
and command positions including: Flight 
Section Leader, Training Officer, and 
Flight Operations Officer with the 377th 
Medical Company (Air Ambulance) in 
Korea; Commander, C Company, 501st 
Forward Support Battalion of the 1st 
Armored Division; Chief, Division Med-
ical Operations Center for the 1st Ar-
mored Division while deployed to Bos-
nia-Herzegovina for Operation Joint En-
deavor; S-3 / Air of the 421st Medical 
Evacuation Battalion, Germany; Officer 
Advanced Course Small Group Instruc-
tor; Executive Officer to the Command-

 

Speaker Bio - November Luncheon 
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Solitaires 
(Continued from Page 7) 

    There are still many unfinished 
moai there as well as scattered all over 
the fields.  First they chiseled the front, 
then stood the moai up and wrote on 
the back.  So how did they move 8 to 
14 tons of stone, about 6 to 14 feet 
high from the quarry to the ahu 
(platform) without modern machin-
ery?   Many theories have been ad-
vanced and disproven.  The most via-
ble was the one in which the natives 
said "they walked".  Sergio Rapu (our 
tour guide and lead archeologist during 
this time) said they first cut a D shape 
in the bottom of the moai.  When they 
stood it up it leaned forward slight-
ly. They put ropes around the neck and 
/or head, had ropes on both right and 
left side.  Then a team of men rocked 
the statue from side to side in a walk-
ing fashion to the ahu.  To get it up on 
the ahu, they built a ramp of volcanic 
rock.  They walked the moai up the 
ramp.  On the ahu they had little holes 
or pegs on which the moai rested, 
thereby locking it in place.  To add a 
head or pukao later they extended the 
ramp up to the neck.   A recent movie 
showed a finely chiseled moai head.  
This was done with digital computeri-
zation and plastic.  Today this moai 
rests in the clear ocean waters just off 
shore. 

    Today restored moai stand either 
singly or in groups of three, five, seven 
and as in Tongoriki, there are 15 on an 
ahu.  887 moai have been inventoried.  
Feral horses roam the fields.  But they 
rub against the moai further deteriorat-
ing the statues.  At Tongoriki we saw a 
watchman, dressed in loincloth, with a 
dog, barefoot, chasing the horses away 
from the moai.  He lives in a nearby 
cave. 

    Dr. William Mulloy had done so 
much to restore the moai, that when he 
died the Rapa Nui asked that he be 
buried in the fields. It is now a national 
park.  His grave is marked by a moai 
and has volcanic rocks circling it.  A 
lot remains to be uncovered by future 
archeologists and anthropologists.  

(Continued from Page 8) 

in February.  First, the Texas Veterans 
Commission will be holding its annual 
Texas Veterans Summit on February 
11-13.  This is an expansion of what 
has in the past been just a one day 
event and will include speakers and 
panels talking about Texas Veteran 
issues.  On the 14th, the Texas Council 
of Chapters will be holding its 
“Advocating on the Hill” event, where 
we will visit our legislators in Austin 
making our positions clear on issues 
and laws pertaining to Texas Veterans.  
I will have more details as we get clos-
er to the events, but you may want to 
consider participating in one or both of 
them. 

Well, that is all for now.  Hope to see 
many of you at the November 15 An-
nual Meeting.  Have a wonderful 
Thanksgiving and keep well. 

Maj Jim Cunningham USAR 
(Ret) 

40% of the island has been declared 
to be a national park by the UN. 

    Rapa Nui was annexed by Chile in 
1888.  They leased most of the island 
to a Scottish Sheep merchant.  The 
sheep destroyed much of the natural 
vegetation.  The people complained to 
Chile and after about 100 years they 
took the land back. 

    Today they have given 5 hectares to 
each natural Rapa Nui.  No one owns 
the land.  It is only leased for 100 
years.    The people pay no taxes.  The 
Chilean government appoints a gover-
nor.  People elect their own Mayor.   
Most food is shipped in.  Waste mate-
rial is packaged and shipped to Chile 
for disposal.  Water comes from three 
crater lakes.    The population is about 
6000.  They have no industry; tourism 
is their only business.  Education is 
mandatory up to the 8th grade.  There 
are two high schools and four grade 
schools. 

    Easter Island is claimed to be the 
most remote inhabited island in the 
world. 

Source:  Sergio Rapu, archeologist and tour direc-
tor September 2012 

 

    Col Irene Collier (Ret) 
     If you are a single man or lady 
and like to eat, chat, make new 
friends, experience or provide 
sometimes brief impromptu or 
scheduled interesting demonstra-
tions, talks, or discussions, whether 
you are: visiting the area; active 
duty or retired; widowed or di-
vorced; the SOLITAIRES is the 
group for you. 

    This is a wonderful opportunity 
to enjoy camaraderie with other 
single men and ladies whose back-
grounds and experiences are with 
the military.  So make that resolu-
tion to get out and about and come 
have some fun!!  Call the office 
(210) 228-9955 for more details. 

 

 

 

Happy Thanksgiving 

to all our members 

and their loved ones 
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 Benefits of Membership 
of MOAA and the local 

chapter 
 
 Our monthly newsletter, The 
Lariat, which includes a calendar 
of events, is sent to each member 
(or made available on-line), and 
includes both MOAA and Alamo 
Chapter news. Stay informed! 
 
 Monthly luncheons, which 
rotate between the Randolph, Fort 
Sam Houston, and Lackland 
service clubs, feature informative 
speakers and are also open to 
guests. 
 
 Benefit information of all 
kinds is provided through the 
Alamo Chapter. We have an 
experienced Vice President of 
Personal Affairs who can give 
quick answers to your and family 
members’ questions, or who can 
research the more complex issues. 
 
 The opportunity to enjoy the 
camaraderie of meeting fellow 
chapter members and their guests. 
We also plan for various social 
events, open to families and guests. 
In addition, our chapter features a 
singles group called the Solitaires, 
some of who are surviving spouses. 
The Solitaires have a busy social 
calendar. 
 
 Make your voice heard on 
proposed state and national military 
legislation which may affect you 
and your family. Both the Alamo 
Chapter and MOAA national 
welcome your views! 
 
 Enjoy many benefits, 
discounts, and services, to include 
career planning through TOPS (The 
Officer Placement Service). The 
Alamo Chapter also provides 
college scholarships to those who 
qualify.  

Referred by: _____________________________________________________

 The Give Me 10! Campaign Options: 
 
 1.  Active  D uty, National Gua rd and Reserve office rs of all service s, who are not past or  present members of  
MO AA national are eligible for a one year free national and loca l MOAA (MOAA-AC) membership. 
 
 2.  Retired O fficers or Auxilia ry (surviving spouses), and lapsed me mbers of MOA A national, c an rece ive a 
2 year membership for $30.00 (The usua l yearly membership rate is $31). You will then re ceive a one yea r local 
MO AA-AC membership fre e. 
 
 3. Those alre ady members of MOAA national ne ed to complete this applic ation to receive a 1 year  free loc al 
membership to MOAA-AC. 
 
Norma l Dues: MOAA national $31 pe r yea r, MOAA local $25.00 (Auxiliary  & ema il newsle tte r subscribers $15) 

Membership Application 
(Annual Membership)  

Are you a member of MOAA National? __________ 
 

              Military Officers Association of America 
        Alamo Chapter 

 
Circle Status:  Commissioned & Warrant Officers of all services - Active, Reserves, 

Former, Retired, National Guard, NOAA, PHS, Surviving Spouse. 
 
 
*Name_________________________________________________________________ 
 (P rint)   Last                                           First                      MI                         Spouse 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Residence Address                                     City                   State                      Zip 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
          Rank/Grade                                 Service                                 Date of Birth 
 
 
Home phone_______________________Email________________________________ 
 
* May we have your permission to publish this information in the Chapter Membership
Directory? ________ (not dob). 
(*This directo ry and your e-mail address are exclusively for the use of the ch apter and will not  be 
sold or used  for any other purpo se than chapter co mmunications and/or board approved activity.)  
 
Would you like to access our monthly newsletter (The Lariat) at our website versus 
having a hard copy mailed to you? _______ (Dues reduce to $15 per year).  
 
 
Would you be interested in helping in chapter volunteer activity? _______ 
 
 
   ________________________________________                  ____________________ 
                              Signature                                                        Date 
 

Payment by Credit Card 

 
Card Number:___________________________________  Exp Date: __________ 
 
Billing Zipcode: ______________   Amount: ____________________ 

 
CHARITABLE OUTREACH PROGRAM  

Please accept my tax-deductible donation of: $____________ to (check one)                     
Outreach Fund* _______              Operations ________ 

*a fund for annual college scholarships and other charitable programs and services. 

Send applications to: 
MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 340497, Ft Sam Houston, TX 78234  

For questions please call (210) 228-9955 or e-mail: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 
Also visit our chapter’s website at www.alamomoaa.org 

 
Please feel free to copy and provide this form to prospective members.  

1-1-12
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 Chapter Events Calendar 

Note: Events bolded are for the general membership and itali-
cized are for the volunteer staff, though members are always wel-

come. 
Please call the office for details (210) 228-9955 

Ongoing:  

Cookie Angels delivering items to Warrior & Family Support Cen-
ter .  Call Susie Tolman for details (210) 654-0351. 

JANUARY 2013 

  1  Volunteer Hours Due 

 3  Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

24 Chapter Luncheon (Tent.) 

NOVEMBER 

1 Volunteer Hours Due 

1 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

   3  Retiree Appreciation Days Joint Base San Antonio 
      (Ft Sam) 

6 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club 

6 Election Day 

7 Board Meeting 10am Chapter Office 

10 Marine Corps Birthday 

11 Veterans’ Day Ceremony Ft Sam Houston 
      National Cemetery 9:30am 

14 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 10am 

15 Annual Business Meeting Ft Sam Golf Club 

22 Thanksgiving 

25 Solitaire’s Sunday Brunch 11 am Randolph Parr 
     O Club 

27 Decorate VA Hospital Hospice Ward 9am 

27 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 
Welcome) 

DECEMBER 

   1 Volunteer Hours Due 

   6 Annual Chapter Planning Meeting 9am-3pm 

  7  Pearl Harbor Day 

  7  Christmas Dinner Dance Randolph Parr O Club 

13  Solitaire’s Harlequin Theatre Outing 

15 Solitaire’s Pot Luck Christmas Luncheon at 
      Mavis Cleary’s home 

19 Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 

16 Dec -1 Jan Office Closed 

25 Christmas Day 

FEBRUARY 

   1  Volunteer Hours Due 

   7  Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

11-13 Texas Veterans Summit, Austin 

14  TCC Advocating in Austin, Austin  
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VOLUNTEER STAFF: 
PRESIDENT              MAJ James R. Cunningham 
  jimbob48@sbcglobal.net 
EXEC VP Operations LTC Bill Goforth 
   bagoforth@yahoo.com 
VP ADMINISTRATION LtCol Jim Webb 
VP PROGRAMS   (Open) 
VP MEMBERSHIP   LTC Randy Hoff 
  randyhoff106@hotmail.com 
SECRETARY   Col David Patrick 
  dwpatrick01@gmail.com 
TREASURER   Col Vaughn Caudill 
                   vaughn.caudill@us.army.mil 
SCHOLARSHIP        LTC Dan Cummings 
VP PERSONAL AFFAIRS Col Stuart Myers 
DEPUTY PA              LtCol Craig Erickson 
VP LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  Col Al Cote 
DEP LEG AFFAIRS  LtCol Ed LeFebvre 
VP PUBLIC RELATIONS (Open) 
VP LOGISTICS LtCol Fred Koechley   
Natl AUXILIARY REP  Pat Shecter 
LEGAL COUNSEL   Jacobson Law Firm 
SOLITAIRES             Rochelle Koltz 
CONSULTANT Maj Len Mull 
CONSULTANT Lt George Frecsko 
EDITOR   Col Kerry Green 
ASST EDITOR  Col James Payne 
CHAPLAIN   LTC James Taylor 
PX/VAV/VAC Rep Susie Tolman 
TOPS OFFICER Col David Patrick 
WEB MASTER Col Bill Hudson 
HISTORIAN Col Janice Edgerson 
VOLUNTEER COORD. Mavis Cleary 
ADVERTISING COORD.  (Open) 
AFV SATELLITE COORD. LtCol Ginny Alloway 
DUTY OFFICERS:  Col Irene Collier 
   Col Stuart Myers 
   LtCol Jim Cuskey 
   LtCol Bill Polasek 
   CDR Brenda Tobey 
   LtCol Ed Waggoner 
    Floater: LtCol Jim Webb 
CONTRACTOR: 
Admin Support  Trish Meserve 
 

DIRECTORS:  
Chairman: MAJ Jim Cunningham  
LTC John Gibbs LTC Jim Finch  
Col Lisa Skopal Mrs. Susie Tolman  
Col Mac McDonald LtCol Ed Marvin 

    Col Frank Rohrbough   
 

DIRECTORS EMERITUS    HONORARY DIRECTORS 
BG George Woodard          Gen William McBride 
BG Robert Herring           

Statement of Publication 
The Lariat is the newsletter of the Military Officers Associa-
tion of America—Alamo Chapter.  It is published once each 
month to inform the membership of issues and activities of 
interest to all. 
MOAA-AC is a non-profit organization within the state of 
Texas organized to represent the membership and to support 
the activities of  the Texas Council of Chapters and  MOAA 
National. 
Advertising contained in the newsletter is not endorsed by 
the Chapter and does not represent any recommendation to 
the membership.  Opinions expressed in articles contained 
herein are not necessarily those of the membership as a 
whole or  the Chapter.  Questions should be directed to the 
Editor, at the Chapter office.   

 

 MOAA-AC  P.O. Box 340497 San Antonio, TX 78234 
(210) 228-9955     moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 

www.alamomoaa.org 

Alamo Chapter 

DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE THIS LARIAT FASTER AND IN FULL 
COLOR ON-LINE? 

Just send your email address to moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net with the subject 
line “OLLO”.  We’ll gladly remove you from this printed version mailing list 
and notify you each month by email when the new issue is available for view-
ing.  Saves the chapter paper and postage and you get to see it sooner! 
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P.O. Box 340497 

Ft Sam Houston, TX 78234-0497 
Phone: 210-228-9955 

Email: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
ALAMO CHAPTER 

 

F OR INFORMATION REGARDING 
OUR BY- LAWS,  S TRATEGIC P LAN,   

EVENTS CALENDAR AND PAST 
ISSUES OF THE LARIAT PLEASE 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:  

WW W. A L A M O M O A A. O R G 

Postmaster — please deliver by November 5th  
Time Sensitive Material 

  Thursday November 15, 2012 

      Annual Business Meeting  

Spkr: COL John Lamoureux 
Commander, 502d Mission Support 

Group JBSA 
 

Ft Sam Golf Club 
Meet & Greet begins 11am  - Lunch served approx 11:45am 

Menu 
A) Chicken Fried Steak            B) Mango Chutney Chicken 

Tossed Green Salad 
Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Zucchini & Tomatoes 

Dinner Rolls with butter 
Chocolate Mousse 

Coffee, tea or water, Honor wine bar 
 

Cost per person $20 
Enclosed: $______ 

 

RSVP by Noon Monday 12 November 
Reservations not cancelled by noon 13 Tuesday will be billed  

Non member Officers & guests are welcome with paid reservations 

Name__________________________________ 

Guest:__________________________________ 

 

 Send reservation slip & check made payable to MOAA-AC to 
P.O. Box 340497, Ft Sam Houston, TX 78234 Or contact us by 
email moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net to hold a reservation or pay via 
PayPal on line at www.alamomoaa.org     

Friday December 7, 2012 

Christmas Dinner 
Dance 

 

Parr O’Club 
Randolph Air Force Base 

 
 

Meet & Greet begins 6:00pm  - Supper served approx 7:00pm 
“Dancing to Two For The Road” 

Holiday Buffet 
Smoked Porkloin with brown sugar mustard glaze, 

Stuffed Chicken with apple bread stuffing 
Green beans, honey glazed carrots, broccoli, 

rolls & butter 
Pecan & Pumpkin Pie & Italian Cream Pie 

Coffee, tea & water 
No Host bar 

 
Cost per person $35 
Enclosed: $______ 

 

RSVP by Noon Monday 3 December 
Reservations not cancelled by noon 4 Tuesday will be billed  

Name__________________________________ 

Guest:__________________________________ 

Send reservation slip & check made payable to MOAA-AC to 
P.O. Box 340497, Ft Sam Houston, TX 78234. Or send an email 
to moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net to hold a reservation or sign up and/ 
or pay via PayPal on line at www.alamomoaa.org     


