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    The hour is late and the week has 
been long.  But it has been long for a 
very nice reason.  Ruby and I had the 
pleasure (a tiring one, I might add) of 
taking care of our soon to be six year 
old grandson.  Boy, we now know that 
we are not of the parenting age any-
more!  But again, it was a great joy to 
be with him and to listen to him as so 
many of the readers have experienced 
in their days. 
 
    I would like to start off basically by 
indicating a pleasant thought but yet a 
disappointing thought.  That seems to 
be an oxymoron, but let me explain.  
We put the Alamo Chapter in the 
nomination for a Five Star award from 
national MOAA.  In their wisdom, we 
were awarded a Four Star.  Mind you, 
a Four Star award is not bad, but a Five 
Star would be better.  We will be work-
ing with due diligence during the next 
few months preparing our submittal for 
consideration for another Five Star 
award for 2008.  Wish us well.  If we 
are doing things that seem to be OK 
and if so inclined, letters to the chapter 
would be solicited.  As I have said in 
many of my reports we would like to 

    Of course, as we publish the Sep-
tember issue of The Lariat the na-
tional election draws ever nearer.  I 
was called some time ago by a re-
porter from our local San Antonio 
Express News who was asking nu-
merous questions regarding veteran 
affairs.  The reporter probed, some-
what in a partisan sense, and asked 
who I thought the veterans would 
cast their ballot for.  Well, as you all 
know, we are a non-partisan organi-
zation.  We work hard for those who 
support our causes, so in that regard 
their national party affiliation makes 
no difference.  What we are con-
cerned with is their support and help 
in retaining and enhancing the bene-
fits for past, current and future veter-
ans.  I indicated to the reporter that in 
my opinion, my colleagues and fel-
low Americans, who are very bright 
and perceptive people, would read 
and study the issues carefully and 
would cast their ballot for those peo-
ple who made the best sense to them.  
And therein lays my plea. Please 
study the issues hard, make an in-
formed decision, but most impor- 
(Continued on Page 5) 

hear the good and the bad so that we 
can be a better chapter and serve 
you.  After all, it is serving you the 
member that is our primary responsi-
bility. 
 
    Even though the folks at national 
did not award us a Five Star, I would 
like to report that in my 15 years or 
so of membership in this organiza-
tion that the current leadership at 
MOAA national is just absolutely 
superior.  From the executive leader, 
Admiral Ryan right on down to his 
division chiefs and the workers who 
are there.  The reason I say this pri-
marily is because for the first time in 
many years there is an ongoing dia-
logue between local chapters, the 
state councils and the national 
MOAA.  There is a flow of informa-
tion both up and down the channels.  
This, in the long run, will make for a 
stronger organization.  From my po-
sition, I applaud the leadership at 
MOAA for making this the year of 
the chapter and carrying out in 
spades their objective.  Our hats, 
from the Alamo chapter, are off to 
them. 

            President’s Message 

NOTICE 

CHAPTER ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING LUNCHEON 

 & 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

 

Thursday, October 23, 2008 

Kelly Field Club 
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Cookie Angels 

Many thanks to the following 
Cookie Angels, who either baked 
goodies, brought fruits or provided 
much needed personal items to our 
wounded soldiers at the Ft Sam 
Houston Warrior and Family Support 
Center. 
    If you are able to donate to the 
WFSC please call Susie at (210) 654-
0351, so we can add your name to our 
list. Thank you. 
 

Aina Blake 

Irene Collier 

Frank and Dolores DeVille 

Nita Felder 

Susan Filipini 

Sue McCarthy 

Mac and Lori McDonald 

Bo Mills 

Lolly Orlowski 

Frank and Helga Parks 

Phyllis Smith 

Susie Tolman 

Dot Wise 

Tom and Evelyn Woods 

Volunteers Needed! 
Can you spare some time?  MOAA-
AC needs you!  Please help us make 
this the best chapter ever.  Currently 

we need the following: 

Legal Counsel 
Program Chair 
Assistant Program Chair 
Historian 
Transportation Coordinator 
Gardener(s) for Red Cross Bldg 
Active Duty Liaison Officers 
Duty Officers 
 

Please call Dale Vande Hey at the 
MOAA-AC office (210) 228-9955. 

In Memoriam 
We received the news that the following 
members have passed away.  We wish 
to convey our sincere condolences and 
best wishes to their family and loved 
ones:  

 

LTC Richard Klitch (Ret) 
06/26/08 

 
Lauralee Brogan 

07/16/08 
Spouse of Maj Richard Brogan (Ret) 

 

Gen Robert Herres (Ret) 
07/24/08 

Needed: Vice President, Programs 

    Colonel “Mac” McDonald has very ably served as our Vice President, Programs. But Mac will be spending an ex-

tended period out of the country and is therefore unable to continue in the position past the end of his current term of 

office this December. 

    To date, no member has volunteered to fill this very important position in our chapter.  The purpose of this article is to 

make you aware of this pressing need and to ask you to volunteer.    

    The main responsibility of the VP, Programs is to develop and coordinate social gatherings and meetings of the gen-

eral membership.  In addition, the following key duties are performed as well: 1) acquire a speaker for the monthly 

luncheon/membership meeting, 2) arrange for a suitable place to meet, and 3) develop a menu in coordination with the 

host facility. 

    The Vice President, Programs is one of the most demanding positions in our chapter but also one of the most reward-

ing.  Please give this request your serious consideration and call the chapter office (210-228-9955) if you have questions 

or wish to accept this challenge. 

From The Editor: 
    As a new member of the Alamo Chap-
ter, I have been tremendously impressed 
by what I see in our Chapter. 
    We have a significant number of pro-
jects and activities available to our mem-
bers, and we are engaged in an exciting 
period of growth.  Also, with several 
“purple suit” assignments under my belt 
while on active duty, I can tell you that our 
Chapter is unique in my experience for the 
spirit of cooperation and cohesiveness be-
tween the Services.  Rarely have I seen 
such camaraderie between members of 
each of the Armed Services as exists on 
our staff, among our members, and within 
the Board.  It is most gratifying to see such 
commitment and devotion. 
    That said, and as good as I feel the 
Chapter is now, it can always be better.  In 
that regard, I would like to echo a plea our 
Chapter President has expressed in this 
newsletter on many occasions.  Please tell 
us what you like and don’t like about the 
Chapter.  Believe me; we want to hear the 
bad as well as the good.  We can only im-
prove and become a great Chapter if we 
meet the needs and expectations of all our 
members.  Our leadership is committed to 
that task, and our “Letters to the Editor” 
column is a wonderful vehicle for you to 
express your views. So how about it?  My 
email address is 
kerry.green@sbcglobal.net and we would 
truly appreciate hearing from you.  Thank 
you for your service and for your support! 

Col Kerry Green (Ret) 
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    MOAA has declared this the year of the Chapter and is 
encouraging chapter members to make visits to their Con-
gressional Representatives during the August vacation.  
However a group of republican congressmen are keeping a 
vigil on the house floor and demanding that Speaker Pelosi 
call the House back into session to vote on an energy bill.  
On the Senate side the democrats are keeping the Senate in 
session by having a member call the Senate to order and 
adjourn in order to keep President Bush from making any 
“recess” appointments.  I have heard that the fastest time 
has been 51 seconds to call the Senate to order and adjourn 

it. 

    In late July and early August I sent E-mails to our Sena-
tors and four Representatives. I received quick replies from 
Lamar Smith and Ciro Rodriguez. I also received a reply 
from Senator Cornyn’s office.  So far none of the others 
have replied; which means I will have to call them.  We are 
working on a date to meet with Senator Cornyn or his Re-
gional Director.  I will meet with Gerardo Interiano, Lamar 
Smith’s District Director, on Tuesday, August 19.  Mr. 
Rodriguez started a 20 County District Tour on August 10th.  
He would like to meet with us in San Antonio on also on 
the 19th, but we are all engaged that day.  We hope to visit 
his office later in the month. We are still working with 
Senator Cornyn’s Regional Director on a date for a meeting 
with the Senator or the Director.  Making the visits this year 
are LtCol Ed Marvin, LlCol Ed LeFebvre, MAJ Jim Cun-

ningham, and myself. 

    In last months report I emphasized the importance of 
sending letters and E-mails to our congressmen; and, that 
they did pay attention to those letters.  In this week’s Legis-
lative Update there is a report from MOAA National which 
elaborates on the Grassroots participation in contacting 
Congress.  So far this year, almost 277,000 messages have 
been sent to Congress through the MOAA web site.  This 
surpasses all of last year’s total of 240,000 messages.  They 
reported that the issue that generated the most messages 
was an alert asking Congress to avert the 10.6% cut in 
Medicare and TRICARE payments to providers.  The report 
included a request to continue your support when Congress 
returns and takes up the FY2009 Defense Authorization 
Bill.  Be sure to stay tuned to MOAA’s alerts and be ready 

to send your messages to Congress.   

    When the Congress is back in formal session in Septem-
ber they will be taking up the FY2009 National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA).  There are still several amend-
ments MOAA would like to have in this bill.  You can ex-
pect an alert to send your E-mails to our Senators.  It is my 
opinion that both Texas Senators will vote with MOAA on 
those amendments, but we still need to let them know how 
we feel and that we want them to vote for those amend-

LEGISLATIVE  REPORT 

ments.  I am sure that both houses will be debating Energy Bills.  
The Energy bills and the NDAA will have to go to a conference 
committee where we will have another chance to write our con-

gressmen to let them know what we want. 

    The last two Legislative Updates had articles about a Penta-
gon panel on military compensation.  This panel is advocating 
several ideas that we don’t like and some that we do like.  The 
MOAA Updates and the web site explain the report of the Panel 
fairly well.  I recommend you read and study both sources. 
For the most part MOAA is displeased with the position of the 
Panel on many subjects.  There is no doubt we will be fighting 

many of these recommendations.  

    The last item I wish to bring to your attention is the COLA 
for this year.  It appears that the COLA will be 6.2%, or possi-
bly higher.  At any rate this year’s annual COLA will be the 
highest since 1982 when it was 8.7%.  Check out MOAA’s web 
site to see how this year’s inflation rate compares to last year.       

    

        Maj Frank Parks, (Ret) 
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Welcome New Members! 

Col Ken Allard, USA (Ret) 

LTC Jose Alicea 

LTC Corina Barrow 

LTC Kelly Bramley 

LTC Randy Brandt 

LTC Bob Hookness 

LTC Frank Jackson 

LTC Marta Vives 

LTC James Furgerson 

MAJ Annabel Bigley 

MAJ Misty Carlson 

MAJ Shawn Gelzaines 

MAJ Anthony Lee 

Maj James Rosskopf (Retired) 

MAJ Xuan Tran 

MAJ Jeff Walden 

MAJ Tracey Wilson 

Membership Numbers 

 

Active: 149 

Retired:  433 

Auxiliary:  138 

Life Retired:   97 

Life Auxiliary: 100 

Age 90+:    63 

   ___ 

           Total 980 

 

A lam o  Ch ap ter 2008  M em bersh ip
As o f: August 15
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CPT Christopher Ellison 

CPT James Fabia 

CPT Suzanne Lam 

CPT Kristopher Lewis 

CPT Tex Soto 

CPT John Pixley 

CPT Jerry Rivera 

CPT Brian Savage 

CPT Victoria Somnuk 

CPT James Williams 

CPT Tjunana Williams 

2LT Anna Glassley 

2LT Stephen Harmon 

2LT Maria-Cristina Puswald 

1LT Erik Hanson 

1LT Sheryl Milford 

CWO3 Richard Root 

 

Election Ballot Insert 
(see last page) 

Members, please mail the  
Ballot by October 1, 2008  to: 

 
MOAA-AC 

Inspectors of Election Committee 
P.O. Box 8037 

San Antonio TX 78208-0037  
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    This month is a momentous month 
for me.  August of 2008 is when I 
move from being a Gray Area Retiree 
to a Full Fledged Retiree complete 
with a blue ID card!  This also means 
that to my children I have become 
“really old” by turning 60 years of age.  
Somehow they still think of me as be-
ing wizened and wise.  (Boy, do I have 
them fooled!) 
    This year my birthday was very low 
key and was spent in doing Texas 
Council business with the Brazos Val-
ley (Bryan/College Station) Chapter 
where I was the speaker and presented 
them with their 25th Anniversary 
Plaque celebrating their being char-
tered by the National MOAA. 
    After that, I went on to Lubbock to 
conduct the 3rd Quarter Texas Council 
Meeting over Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday.  During that time, I had the 
good fortune of visiting the Lt. Gen-
eral William E. Murphy Reserve Cen-
ter with Lt. General Murphy and Colo-
nel Lee Lange, the Director of Council 
and Chapter Affairs – MOAA.   
    Our meetings were very enlighten-
ing since we met with the Deputy Di-
vision Commander of the local Re-
serve unit which was deploying a unit 
to Iraq that very day.  We came away 
with a new sense of things that were 
needed by those troops and most fell in 
line with what MOAA is doing or try-
ing to do at the National and State 
level. 
    Reserve units needs are in some 
ways unique to them, in that members 
of the Units can come from all corners 
of the country.  It is not unusual for a 
Commander to live in California, 
while other members may come from 
Florida, Illinois, Oklahoma or else-
where to include possibly the local 
area.  When that unit is deployed, fam-
ily support is supposed to kick in to 
help the families of the unit members, 
but this presents terrible problems 
since unit member families may be 
anywhere is the United States.  It is 

Exec VP’s Corner 

apparent that the Army does not have a 
coherent plan to ease issues that may 
arise with these families while their 
family members are gone.  More needs 
to be done in this regard. and I believe 
that this information will be taken to 
National as a possible area of atten-
tion.   
    We also met with a young 1st Lt. 
from the local National Guard Infantry 
Battalion whose Battalion had just 
been deployed to Ft. Steward to be 
prepared for a 12 month tour in Iraq.  
He had been left as the “stay behind” 
commander for the battalion since he 
had just returned from a tour in Iraq.  
A major problem they had was that on 
previous deployments, they had been 
brought on active duty for a 6 month 
“train-up” period and then deployed 
overseas.  However, this time, they 
had been told to train-up using MUTA 
drill time.  Doing this caused some 
major pay problems the Texas Council 
and MOAA National will be investi-
gating since it involves the DA pay 
system. 
    Common issued that the two units 
had were those of the full implementa-
tion of the New GI Bill; Correction of 
some problems with the Hazelwood 
Act dealing with application deadlines 
and being able to pass the benefits to a 
spouse; early retirement eligibility 
(age 55); and a less complicated and 
far more equitable TRICARE Reserve 
Select program. 
    The New GI Bill, though it gives 
new benefits to our soldiers, still has 
inequities between those on active 
duty compared to those in the Reserve 
or Guard.  MOAA National is aware 
of these inequities and is working on 
 them.  Where the Hazelwood act is 
concerned, Texas soldiers who qualify 
are finding that arbitrary dates they are 
asked to meet for application of bene-
fits are preventing them from using the 
benefits. 

  (Continued on Page 14) 

 

President’s Message 
(Continued from Page 1) 

tantly vote when the November time 
period comes along.  This is the 
 American right we have all defended 
for our country, the right to vote.  So I 
plead with each and every one of you 
to do your very best to vote on that day 
and to get others like yourselves to 
cast their ballot for the person of their 
choice. 
 
    I will conclude my remarks with a 
bit of information.  Last evening I at-
tended the public meeting for the 
Medal of Honor Memorial that is be-
ing planned for our fine city.  It was a 
bit contentious i.e. the concept of the 
design on the Memorial Plaza in 
downtown San Antonio.  It will be 
coming up for a vote by our city Coun-
cil on September 18th.  I would ask any 
of you who have an interest to weigh 
in on the Veterans Commission and 
take a look at the memorial.  Offer up 
your ideas of how to make it more 
pleasing or more appropriate. 
 
  The bottom line however, is we owe 
thanks to our current city leadership 
for recognizing these great Americans 
who fought so heroically in wars past 
and present. So there it is my friends, 
the long hot summer continues, and 
your chapter continues to work might-
ily.  We are working very diligently on 
having a great planning session in De-
cember.  Your input is so very desper-
ately needed.  Please let us know how 
we can do better or if you feel so in-
clined, please tell us what we are do-
ing right. 
 
    With that, I express, as I always do, 
my great honor to serve such great 
Americans who are members of our 
chapter and who are great tried and 
true patriots. God bless each of you 
and God Bless America. 
 

LtCol Edward Marvin (Ret)  
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            Solitaires 

hospitals, shut-ins and children.  
"Studies show that pet owners have a 
reduced risk for cardiopulmonary 
disease compared to people who don't 
own pets.  One reason is that pet 
owners tend to get more exercise than 
people who don't own pets.  Animals 
can also reduce anxiety and help your 
relax."  (Mayo Clinic Health Letter) 
4) Develop a hobby.  It might be gar-
dening, cooking or playing a musical 
instrument.   Join a volunteer organi-
zation that aids others.  Maybe it is 
helping children by being a tutor.  
Help in nursing homes.  Be a driver 
for shut-ins with medical appoint-
ments. 
5) Travel.  There are day trips, three 
day trips and longer organized tours.  
Go someplace you have always 
wanted to see.  Travel is broadening 
and the food is good, too. 
6) Go back to school. Community 
Colleges have free auditing classes 
for seniors over 65.  Get the degree 
you have always wanted.  The 
mind is a muscle.  If you don't use it, 
it will atrophy... High schools offer 
all level of computer courses for a 
nominal fee, and no final exam!  
When you are young, you take from 
society.  Now that you are older, it is 
time to give back some of your wis-
dom to society.  It is gratifying to be 
able to help others slow down the 
aging process! 
  
    Steven Schauer was the guest 
speaker on 5 August.  He spoke in 
detail about the 20 year plan the San 
Antonio River Authority is imple-
menting in three stages. They have 
discovered some historical archeo-
logical artifacts, canals, bridges, 
and dams which they plan to incorpo-
rate into the design.  Boats will go 
through a lock.  There will be a pe-
destrian walk.   Natural grasses and 
fish will be introduced to the area.  
The San Antonio River will be not  
(Continued on Page 13) 

 

 

    As the seasons progress through 
four quarters, so life mimics nature.  
Studies project that in five years 20 
million baby boomers will join the 
ranks of senior citizens, and 50 mil-
lion more by year 2030.  Newspapers, 
books, and TV shows are full of ad-
vice. Some paint a rosy picture of 
golf, sunshine, and travel. Others por-
tray a darker side with illness, nursing 
homes and financial crises. Most of 
the Solitaires will find their last quar-
ter of life to be somewhere in be-
tween.   
  
    Our last two speakers represented 
organizations that dealt with referrals 
to specific agencies catering to indi-
vidual needs of the aged.  But the ag-
ing process need not necessarily be 
all doom and gloom or all sanguine.  
Are there any guidelines that we can 
follow to keep from going down that 
slippery slope of progression which 
starts with senior moments and leads 
to MCI (minimal cognitive impair-
ment) to senility to dementia to Alz-
heimer’s?     
  
    The following has been gleaned 
from speakers and periodicals to slow 
or stop this aging roller coaster.  First 
and foremost: 
1) Stay healthy.  Take care of your 
teeth with regular dental check-ups.  
Many illnesses can be detected by 
your dentist. Have regular medical 
check-ups.  And don't forget to take 
your prescribed medication on time 
and as ordered.   You may be pre-
diabetic and find you can control it by 
a change in diet if detected early. 
2) Get socially active.  Join a civics 
group or the Solitaries.  Churches and 
Senior Centers have a wide variety of 
interesting activities 
3) Get a pet.  Our next speaker is 
bringing animals to nursing homes, 

    The BAMC Healthcare Consumer 
Advisory Council (HCAC) convened 12 
August and was chaired by COL Carol 
McNeill, Deputy Commander for Nurs-
ing.  As usual and expected the great 
majority of material presented and dis-
cussed pertained to the active duty force. 
    However, there were some notable 
items that related to, or impacted on, 
retired personnel and their depend-
ents.  These are as follows:  
1) As of 1 August, Dr. Stella Zu, the in-
ternal medicine physician who was do-
ing work in the Family Medicine Ser-
vice, moved to the Internal Medicine 
Clinic (IMC) BAMC as did 1,000 of the 
Tricare Plus patients currently enrolled 
to FMS BAMC. 
2) Changes in service location are neces-
sary to accommodate an increase in ac-
tive duty personnel due to Fort Sam 
Houston's mission changes mandated by 
the 2005 Base Realignment Commission 
(BRAC). 
3) BAMC will see its active duty popu-
lation increase by 4,500 personnel over 
the next three (3) years.  In addition, 
BAMC has experienced an increased 
number of Warriors in Transition (sick 
and wounded warriors from the current 
conflict), as well as provider shortages 
due to deployments and other mandatory 
military missions. 
4) Enrollees affected by changes in loca-
tions in service delivery will receive a 
letter from Humana Military Healthcare 
Services (HMHS) notifying them of a 
Primary Care Manager (PCM) 
change.  In this letter, the affected bene-
ficiary will be provided with the name 
and clinic location of the new PCM. 
5) For more information regarding this 
announcement and other Tricare options, 
should contact one of the BAMC Health 
Benefits Advisors at (210) 916-
1876/2889, or visit them in the Tricare 
Service Center Monday-Friday from 
0730-1630 hours. 
    As previously reported major con-
struction related to SAMMC-N (San An-
tonio Military Medical Center-North) 
(Continued on Page 9) 

HCAC Update 
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Online Resource Service 

The Department of Veterans Affairs is 
offering a new online service, My 
HealtheVet, which is a gateway to vet-
eran health benefits and services.  
It provides access to:  trusted health 
information; links to federal and VA 
benefits and resources; the Personal 
Health Journal; and online VA pre-
scription refill service. 
In the future, MHV registrants will be 
able to view appointments, co-pay bal-
ances, and key portions of their VA 
medical records online.   
My HealtheVet is a powerful tool to 
help veterans better understand and 
manage their health, according to VA 
officials. 
The Web site also features a section 
called “Learn About” which provides 
resources on a variety of topics such as 
computers, the Internet, phishing 
scams and telephone scams.   Health 
information from A to Z plus medical 
dictionaries, an encyclopedia, journals, 
and more will be available soon. 
To visit the My HealtheVet site, go to 
www.myhealth.va.gov. 
Source: Air Force Retiree Service 

**** 

Understanding TRICARE Benefits 

TRICARE beneficiaries who want a 
thorough understanding of TRICARE 
benefits can participate in TRICARE 
University's free on-line course. Sim-
ply log on to 
www.tricare.mil/tricareu, click "online 
training" and select the TRICARE 
Public course. 
Source: TRICARE, www.tricare.mil 

**** 

Recognizing a Stroke 

Remember the 1st 3 Letters - S.T.R. 
Some times symptoms of a stroke are 
difficult to identify. The stroke vic-
tim may suffer severe brain damage 
if one fails to recognize the symp-
toms of a stroke.  
S * Ask the individual to SMILE. 
T * Ask the person to TALK and 
speak a simple sentence coherently 

Health, Benefits & Welfare 

i.e. It is sunny out today. Or if the 
tongue is 'crooked', if it goes to one 
side or the other, that is also an indi-
cation of a stroke. 
R * Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH 
ARMS.  
If he or she has trouble with ANY 
ONE of these tasks, call 911 immedi-
ately and describe the symptoms to the 
dispatcher.  
Source: Email 

**** 
DOD To Use Last Four On ID's 

The Department of Defense (DOD) 
will begin abbreviating Social Security 
numbers on military identification 
cards in December 2008. Only the last 
four digits of the number will appear 
on the card. Military agencies also are 
moving toward using the shortened 
version when sharing records. The 
plan is part of a bigger federal fight 
against large-scale cyber crime rings. 
Your Social Security number is often 
the key to access for hackers to get to 
your financial, medical and other per-
sonal records. Also, the number and 
the name attached to it are often all 
that is needed to open fraudulently a 
line of credit or buy property. 

Source: National Association for Uniformed Services 

****  

Marine Corps Announcement  

    If you were at LeJeune, North Caro-
lina between 1957 and 1987, you may 
have been exposed to contaminates in 
your drinking water. The Agency for 
Toxic Substance and Disease Registry, 
which is a federal public health 
agency, is currently looking into this 
situation to see whether or not any po-
tential health risks are associated with 
the contaminated water. 
    The study is scheduled to run 
through the middle of 2008. The Ma-
rine Corps has officially stated that 
they will then notify former residents 
with the results of the study. 
    If you were there during those years, 
then you are asked to register at the 
United States Marine Corps site or 

call: Toll-free 1-877-261-9782, M-F 
8:30-5:00PM EDT." 
Source: The U. S. Marine Corps, www.usmc.mil. 

**** 

S 1252 - Requires the DOD to Fol-

low VA Schedule for Rating Dis-

abilities 

    S 1252, introduced by Senator 
Daniel Akaka (D-HI), member of the 
U S Senate Governmental Affairs 
Committee, would provide for uni-
formity between the Departments of 
Defense and Department of Veterans 
Affairs in awarding disability ratings. 
     There has been a long term consis-
tent difference of 15 to 25% between 
the disability ratings awarded by these 
two departments when both are sup-
posedly using the same rating sched-
ule. The DOD has rated only on the 
disqualifying disability while the VA 
has rated on all service connected dis-
abilities. 
     S 1252 would make it clear that 
"the DOD is to rate disability condi-
tions as specified in the VASRD 
(Veterans Administration Schedule for 
Rating Disabilities) and to follow the 
interpretations of the federal courts in 
dealing with the VASRD. S 1252 
makes it clear that the DOD cannot 
modify the schedule", according to the 
Uniformed Services Disabled Retirees 
organization. 
Source: Dept of Veterans Affairs, www.va.gov  

**** 

VA Health Care for Combat Veter-

ans 

    The Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA) has announced that military vet-
erans who served in combat since No-
vember 11, 1998, including veterans of 
Iraq and Afghanistan, are now eligible 
for five (5) years of free medical care 
for most conditions. This measure in-
creases a two-year limit that has been 
in effect nearly a decade. 
    The five-year deadline has no effect 
upon veterans with medical conditions 
related to their military service. 
(Continued on Page 9) 
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Receiving The Lariat 

Online? 

    If you would prefer to read your 
Lariat on-line rather than receive a 
printed copy, send us an email with 
the subject line as OLLO and we’ll 
gladly remove you from the printed 

version mailing list. 

    We will notify you by email when 
the new issue is available for view-

ing. 

• Save paper, 

• Save postage,  

• Read it sooner  

• AND with color!! 

October 

Luncheon Heads-Up 

At  

Kelly Field Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Occasionally, monthly luncheons are 
held away from the clubs for outreach 
purposes.  Thursday, our October 23rd 
Luncheon is at The Kelly Field Club in 
the Mahogany Room beginning with an 
11:00 am social period as usual, fol-
lowed by an 11:45 Buffet. 
 
A heads up for the Buffet -  
It is important to make reservations for a 
head count and to make place cards in 
advance.  
For this luncheon only, please be aware - 
do not send money with you reservations 
- it is a pay at the door to the Kelly Club 
Cashier at $7.95. 
 
This is our Annual Business Meeting 
followed by a presentation, "Helping 
Wounded Warriors and Their Families" 
by Rosie and Alan Babin.  We look for-
ward to an outstanding attendance. 
 
Also, mark your calendar: 
Thursday, November 20th Luncheon - 
Sam Houston Club at Fort Sam. 
 
Thursday, December 4th Christmas 
Party/50thAnniversary Celebration 
Randolph O Club. 
 
Our regular luncheon schedule resumes 
in January. Watch the Lariat Chapter 
Events Calendar. 
 

Rhoda Philby 

Health, Benefits & Welfare 
(Continued from Page 8) 

Veterans may apply at any time after 
their discharge from the military - 
even decades later - for medical care 
for service connected health problems. 
    The new provision applies to care in 
a VA hospital, outpatient clinic or 
nursing home. It also extends to care 
in a VA hospital, outpatient clinic or 
nursing home. It also extends VA den-
tal benefits-previously limited to 90 
days after discharge for most veterans-
to 180 days. 
    Combat veterans who were dis-
charged between Nov. 11, 1998 and 
Jan. 16, 2003, and who never too ad-
vantage of VA's health care system, 
have until Jan 27, 2011, to qualify for 
free VA health care. 
    The five-year window is also open 
to activated Reservists and members of 
the National Guard, if they served in a 
theater of combat operations after 
Nov. 11, 1998 and were discharged 
under other than dishonorable condi-
tions. 
    Veterans who take advantage of this 
five-year window to receive VA health 
care can continue to receive care after 
five years, although they may have to 
pay co-payments for medical problems 
unrelated to their military service. Co-
payments range from $8.00 for a 30-
day supply of prescription medicine to 
$1,024 for the first 90 days of inpatient 
care each year. 
Source: Department of Veterans Affairs, www.va.gov. 

**** 

No Cost 411 

Telephone companies are charging 
$1.00 to $1.75 or more for 411 Infor-
mation calls. Since few folks carry a 
telephone directory in their vehicle, 
they get away with it.  When you need 
to use the 411 Information option, sim-
ply dial 1(800) FREE 411, or 1 (800) 
373-3411 and you will  incur no 
charge. This works on your home tele-
phone as well. 
Source: Chapter Member Col Collier 

****  

(Continued on Page 14) 

HCAC Update 
(Continued from Page 4)  

i.e. BAMC, and will continue as a conse-
quence of BRAC initiatives.  The con-
struction of the "Ft. Sam BRAC Clinic," 
which will include Physical Therapy and 
Occupational Therapy, is currently 
"under protest," but will commence 
ASAP following the resolution of the 
protest. 
    Pursuant to BRAC initiatives, one 
piece of new information related to 
SAMMC-S (i.e. the proposed large out-
patient clinic on Lackland AFB.)  

 Apparently the current WHMC will be 
demolished and a newly constructed out-
patient clinic (SAMMC-S) will be op-
erational.  The current stated time-line 
for completion of this new facility is 
2014. 
   NOTE:  Just a reminder from previous 
articles in the Lariat, ultimately all inpa-
tient work will be done in SAMMC-N. 
and SAMMC-S, the previous WHMC, 
will operate solely as an outpatient facil-
ity. 
 

Col Stuart Myers (Ret) 
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 Chapter Events Calendar 

NOVEMBER 

 1 Retiree Appreciation Days Randolph AFB 

3 Volunteer Hours Due 

4 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Sam Houston Club   

 4 Health Care Advisory Council Mtg 11:30am Ft Sam 

 4 Election Day 

 6 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

11 Veterans’ Day 

17  Lariat Article deadline 

18  MOAA National Annual Meeting Washington 

DC 

20 Membership Luncheon 11am TBD 

23  Solitaire Brunch 11am Randolph O Club 

24 Lariat to Printer 

26  Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcom-

ers Welcome) 

Note: Events bolded are for the general membership and itali-
cized are for staff, though members are always welcome. 

Please call the office for details (210) 228-9955 

OCTOBER 

1 Volunteer Hours Due 

2 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

7 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Sam Houston Club  

11 Board Meeting 11am Randolph O Club 

15 Lariat Article deadline 

15 VA Mgmt Assistance Cmte Mtg Audie Murphy 

10:30am 

23 Annual Business Meeting Luncheon Kelly Field 

Club, Speaker Rosie & Alan Babin 

23 Lariat to Printer 

24 Lackland Retiree Appreciation Days (tent.) 

24 Ft Sam Houston Retiree Council Mtg 

26 Solitaire Brunch 11am Randolph O Club 

28 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 

Welcome) 

SEPTEMBER 

1 Volunteer Hours Due 

1 Labor Day 

2 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Sam Houston Club  

4 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

4 V.A. Hospital Volunteers Mtg 1pm Audie Murphy 

Hospital 

11 Patriot Day  

15 Lariat Article deadline 

19 POW/MIA Recognition Day 

24 Membership PicNic Oktoberfest 6pm Eberle 

Park Randolph AFB 

25 Lariat to Printer 

28 Solitaire Brunch 11am Randolph O Club 

29 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcom-

ers Welcome) 

Ongoing:  

1) Cookie Angels delivering items to Warrior & Family Support Cen-

ter  

2) Volunteers meet every Monday at MOAA offices at 9am for the 

“Gathering of the Gardeners”  

DECEMBER 

1 Volunteer Hours Due 

2 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Sam Houston Club 

5 Annual Planning Meeting 9am-3pm 

4 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

4 Christmas Dinner Dance & Chapter 50th Anniver-

sary Randolph O Club 

6 Retiree Appreciation Day Ft Sam Houston 

7 Pearl Harbor Day 

8 Lariat Article deadline 

18 Lariat to Printer 



11 The Lariat September 2008 

 

 



The Lariat September 2008 12 

 
 

 

Benefits of Membership 
 

• Our monthly newsletter, the 
Lariat which includes a calendar of 
events, is sent to each member, and 
includes both MOAA and Alamo 
Chapter news. Stay informed! 
 

• Monthly luncheons, which 
rotate between the Randolph, Fort 
Sam Houston, and Lackland 
service clubs, feature informative 
speakers and are also open to 
guests. 
 

• Benefit information of all 
kinds is provided through the 
Alamo Chapter. We have an 
experienced Vice President of 
Personal Affairs who can give 
quick answers to your and family 
members’ questions, or who can 
research the more complex issues. 
 

• The opportunity to enjoy the 
camaraderie of meeting fellow 
chapter members and their guests. 
We also plan for various social 
events, open to families and guests. 
In addition, our chapter features a 
singles group called the Solitaires, 
some of who are surviving spouses. 
The Solitaires have a busy social 
calendar. 
 

• Automatic enrollment in 
MOAA national for one year, 
which includes the MOAA 
magazine, the Military Officer. 
 

• Make your voice heard on 
proposed state and national military 
legislation which may affect you 
and your family. Both the Alamo 
Chapter and MOAA national 
welcome your views! 
 

• Enjoy many benefits, 
discounts, and services, to include 
career planning. The Alamo 
Chapter also provides college 
scholarships to those who qualify. 
MOAA Travel helps you plan that 
great getaway, and is available for 
members. 

Referred by: _____________________________________________________ 
 

 The Give Me 10! Campaign offers some new options for membership. Two options (the second with a sub 
option) for joining are available: 
 
 1.  You can join the local MOAA chapter (the Alamo Chapter) for one year membership for the price of 
$25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse) and receive one year free membership in MOAA National (if not 
already a member). Please fill out the local chapter membership application form. Please make out a check for 
$25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary member) payable to MOAA-AC and mail the form and check to our local chapter 

office. 
 
 2.  You can join MOAA National receiving two years membership for the normal price of one year - $25.00 
($24.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse). Please fill out the local chapter membership application form. Please make 

out a check for $25.00 ($24.00) (or Life Member dues) payable to MOAA and mail the form and check to our 

local chapter office. We will then initiate an additional separate national form for you and forward it and your 

MOAA National check to the national headquarters. 
 
 2.a.  Then if you choose, you can additionally join the local MOAA chapter (the Alamo Chapter) for one 

year membership for the price of $25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse). Please make out a separate check 
for $25.00 ($15.00) payable to MOAA-AC and include it with the form and check described in paragraph 2 
above. 
 

Membership Application 
(Annual Membership – renews January 1st)  

Are you a member of MOAA National? __________ 
 

              Military Officers Association of America 

        Alamo Chapter 
 
Circle Status:  Commissioned & Warrant Officers of all services - Active, Reserves, 

former, or Retired, National Guard, NOAA, PHS, Surviving Spouse. 
 
Name_________________________________________________________________ 
          (Print)   Last                           First                      MI        Spouse 
______________________________________________________________________ 
    Residence Address             City                   State                      Zip 
________________________________________________________________ 

          Rank/Grade                        Service                             Date of Birth 
 
Home phone_______________________Business phone________________________ 
Civilian/Military Occupation______________________________________________ 
Firm/Unit____________________________ E-mail*___________________________ 
 
* May we have your permission to publish this information in the Chapter Membership 
Directory? ________ 
(*This directory and your e-mail address are exclusively for the use of the chapter and 
will not be sold or used for any other purpose than chapter communications and/or board 
approved activity.) 
 
Would you like to access our monthly newsletter (The Lariat) at our website versus 
having it mailed to you? _______ 
 

Would you be interested in being active in chapter volunteer activity? _______ 
In what area(s) would you like to assist (e.g., member recruiting, personal affairs, 
JROTC awards, public relations, programs & events, phone calling, other or wherever 
the need is greatest)?___________________________________________________. 

 
   ________________________________________     ____________________ 
                              Signature                                                        Date 
 

CHARITABLE OUTREACH PROGRAM  
Please accept my tax-deductible donation of: $____________ to (check one)                    
* Outreach Fund _______   As designated by the Alamo Chapter ________ 

* a fund for a yearly college scholarship and other charitable programs and services. 

Send To: 

MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, Tx 78208-0037 
 
For questions please call (210) 228-9955 or e-mail: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 
Also visit our chapter’s website at www.alamomoaa.org 
 

 Please feel free to copy and provide this form 
  to prospective members. 3-17-08 
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enlisted in the Army after the events of 
September 11, 2001.  He wanted to do 
something where he could help people 
and insisted on becoming a medic with 
the elite 82nd Airborne Division. 
    Alan resides in Round Rock, Texas, 
where he attended High School and was 
active in sports, especially Tae Kwan 
Do.  
    Growing up, Alan was constantly a 
body-in-motion, surrounded by friends 
and brightening peoples lives with his 
amazing smile. 
    His unit was deployed in February of 
2003 and on March 31, 2003, the 82nd 
Airborne Division was engaged in heavy 
gunfire on a bridge when a call for a 
“Medic!” rang out.   
    Alan immediately left his covered 
position, ran through gunfire and was 
himself wounded while rushing to ren-
der aid to a fellow paratrooper.  Even 
after he was hit, he kept trying to reach 
the other soldier.  It would take 3 hours 
to evacuate him from the battlefield. 
    His heroic actions inspired his Unit 
and, for his bravery, he was awarded the 
Bronze Star with “V” for Valor and the 
Purple Heart.   
    Alan has survived over 70 surgeries, a 
stroke, meningitis, 5 brain surgeries and 
a long, complicated medical journey.  
Doctors expected him to live out his life 
in a nursing home - but God (and his 
mom) had a different plan. 
    After spending 2 ½ years in hospitals, 
he has spent the past 3 years clawing his 
way back to health and inspiring every-
one who meets him.  His determination 
and courage during rehab are legendary 
and he remains positive day-in and out. 
    With his mother, Rosie, as his full-
time caregiver, advocate and biggest fan, 
Alan has re-learned to breathe, talk, eat 
and to find a “new normal.”  He contin-
ues to help others “off the battlefield” by 
sharing his journey, making a difference 
in the current health-care systems and to 
be an agent for positive change. 
    Even after everything Alan has sur-
vived, he still encourages everyone he 
meets to, “Never, never, never give up!” 
 

Join them at the Kelly Field Club 

on October 23rd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    Rosie Babin was born and raised in 
Del Rio, Texas. 
    In 1978, she married her high school 
sweetheart, Alan, Sr., and they joined 
the Army under the Buddy System.  
They attended Basic Training at Ft. 
Jackson, S.C. and were stationed in Ger-
many for 3 years before returning to 
Texas to finish out their enlistment. 
    Together, they have two children Alan 
and Christy, and reside in Round Rock, 
Texas. 
    Rosie was managing an accounting 
office, heavily involved in parent 
booster clubs, the Austin Downtown 
Lions Club and the local community - 
when they received the notification call 
that Alan had been wounded. 
    She thanks God for preserving Alan’s 
life and for carrying them all through 
this journey.  She also credits her many 
years as a Legal Assistant, Paralegal and 
Office Manager as major assets in navi-
gating the military healthcare system 
and governmental bureaucracies.  
    Since arriving at Alan’s bedside at 
Walter Reed 5 years ago, she has dedi-
cated her life to his survival and recov-
ery – and to make sure their daughter, 
Christy, is equally loved and nurtured as 
she continues her own journey as a stu-
dent at Texas A&M University.  Alan 
Sr. is a Captain with the Round Rock 
Police Department and instrumental in 
making it possible for Rosie to remain 
by Alan’s side.  
    Rosie continues to be Alan’s primary 
care giver and to advocate for him and 
many other wounded veterans and their 
families. 
    She shares Alan’s story of struggle 
and triumph with the belief that others 
will be inspired by his courage and de-
termination, to share God’s direct an-
swer to prayer and to show what the hu-
man spirit and brain recovery can ac-
complish with the right support.  
    Corporal Alan “Doc” Babin, Jr., 

Solitaires 
(Continued from Page 7) 

only a great tourist attraction but a 
place where locals enjoy visiting. 
  
    On 24 August Dr. Linda Porter will 
bring some of her pets that she uses in 
animal therapy with the elderly, sick 
and children.  On 2 September Sharon 
Pinkston will give us some leads on 
how to write our memoirs and why we 
should.   
  
    We need a volunteer to be our next 
President of the Solitaires.  Both Laura 
Ecuyer and Betty Berry want to step 
down at the end of their year in De-
cember.   Who wants to step up 
and lead this dynamic organization? 

 

   Col Irene Collier (Ret) 
 

 

   — If you are a single man or lady and like to 

eat, chat, make new friends, experience or pro-

vide sometimes brief impromptu or scheduled 

interesting demonstrations, talks, or discus-

sions, whether you are: visiting the area; active 

duty or retired; widowed or divorced; the 

SOLITAIRES is the group for you. 

   — This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy 

camaraderie with other single men and ladies 

whose backgrounds and experiences are or 

have been with the military. 

Miltary Discount on Pet 

Adoptions 
 

 

 

 

The Animal Defense League offers 
10% discount to Active Duty and Re-
tirees who adopt a dog (4 months or 
older) or a cat or kitten.  Must show 

military ID. 

Visit available pets at 11300 Nacogdo-
ches Rd, San Antonio, TX 78217 (just 
north of Wurzbach Parkway), or see 

them on-line at www.adlltexas.org. 

October Speaker - Rosie Babin 
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Health, Benefits & Welfare 
Continued from Page  9 

Rock Box Theatre 

This entertainment venue comes 
highly recommended by chapter mem-
ber, Col Lynn Heckler of Boerne. 
“The Rock Box rocks! We've been 
hearing about it for months and finally 
got there - recommend it to all ages. 
Professional, entertaining, and clean - 
someplace you want to bring your 
mother to. In fact we did and we're 
going back when family members visit 
in November. Can't find better enter-
tainers in this entire area, including 
big-name draws. We're recommending 
it to everyone we know. Well worth 
the price too.” 
Where: 109 N. Llano St. in Fredericks-
burg.  When: Shows are at 8 p.m. Fri-
days, 4:30 and 8 p.m. Saturdays and 
1:30 p.m. Sundays.  Tickets: $28-$40 
for adults and $15 for those 17 and 
younger. Information: (866) 349-6688 
or rockboxtheater.com. 

**** 

Researchers Looking For Vietnam 

Veterans  

    The Ohio State University is con-
ducting a study with Vietnam veterans 
who sustained traumatic amputations 
during the Vietnam War. The goal of 
the study is to gather information from 
these veterans to get a better under 
standing of their needs and to help aid 
in the rehabilitation of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and Operation Enduring 
Freedom veterans with amputations.  
    Very few records or data bases were 
kept during the Vietnam era therefore 
the University is trying to find these 
veterans through national and state 
veteran's service organizations. Con-
tact the Program coordinator, Chad T. 
McMahon. 
School of Allied Medical Professions 
The Ohio State University, Atwell 
Hall, 453 West Tenth Avenue, Colum-
bus, Ohio 43210 
E-mail: chad.mcmahon@osumc.edu, 
Phone: (614) 247-7205 
Source: The Ohio State University, School of Allied 

Medical Professions, www.osumc.edu.  

**** 

Vice President’s Corner 
(Continued from Page 5) 

 By contrast, the GI bill has no such 
dates.  The problem arises in that in 
some cases the soldiers are just return-
ing from deployment and they miss the 
dates for application, thus having to 
wait a year before being able to apply 
for the benefits.  In addition, Texas 
soldiers were given the right to pass 
the Hazelwood benefits to their chil-
dren in the 2007 session of the legisla-
ture, but not the spouse.  In the 2009 
session, TCC will be working to ex-
tend this to the spouses as well. 
    The issue of early retirement has 
several bills both on the Senate and 
House side of the Congress in the 
works.  None of them have been 
passed and are awaiting action after 
the August recess.  In most cases, they 
give the Reservist or Guardsman credit 
for having been on active duty and 
reduce the retirement age a certain 
number of months for the amount of 
time served on active duty.  MOAA 
supports this effort, given the extra 
stresses put upon these soldiers who 
are deployed.  Most of the bills are 
only retroactive to 9/11/01, but there 
are many who think that they should 
not be limited to this date, but include 
any active duty done at Presidential 
request during a time of National 
Emergency. 
    Lastly, the TRICARE Select pro-
gram is now in place; however, TRI-
CARE and the Pentagon have not done 
a very good job of explaining it to the 
troops so they know the benefits of 
being in the program.  As a result 
many do not bother to enroll because it 
seems too complicated.   Effort needs 
to be made to fix this. 
    All of these issues need your under-
standing and support so you can con-
tinually encourage your National and 
State Senators and Representatives to 
fix the problems.  Only through our 
grass root support can we help our Ac-
tive, Guard and Reserve soldiers reap 
the benefits they and their families so 
richly deserve! 

Maj Jim Cunningham (Ret) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates  
First Day to apply for Ballot by Mail - 
September 5, 2008 
Last Day to Register to Vote - October 
6, 2008 
First Day of Early Voting - October 
20, 2008 (17th day before election day 
falls on a Saturday, so first day moves 
to next business day) 
Last Day to Apply for Ballot by Mail - 
October 28, 2008 (must be received, 
not merely postmarked) 

Last Day of Early Voting - October 

31, 2008 

 

Election Calendar  

September 4, 2008 - 60 Days until 

Presidential Election 

September 19, 2008 - 45 Days until 

Presidential Election 

September 26, 2008 - First Presidential 

Debate 

October 2, 2008 - Vice Presidential 

Debate 

October 4, 2008 - 30 Days until Presi-

dential Election 

October 7, 2008 - Second Presidential 

Debate 

October 15, 2008 - Third Presidential 

Debate 

October 19, 2008 - 15 Days until 

Presidential Election 

November 4, 2008 - Election Day 

2008 National Elections 
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Alamo Chapter 

Randolph Services 

2008 Global XXVIII Volkssport 

    Come out and enjoy the scenic 
views of Randolph’s Recreation Park 
at Canyon Lake on September 20. 

You can choose between two sanc-
tioned 10K walks or do them both. 
This event is open to all and is free 
unless you want IVV credit. Families 
are encouraged to participate. Pets are 
welcome but must be kept on a leash.  
    The “Shoreline” walk starts at 
Randolph’s main park pavilion, fol-
lows the ruggedly beautiful shoreline 
along and around Jacobs Creek Park, 
then into and around the Fort Sam 
Houston Recreation Area and back to 
the Randolph pavilion.  
    The “Dam” walk starts at the same 
park pavilion, follows a nature trail, 
exits the park up Jacobs Creek Park 
Road to FM 306, onto North Park 
Road, to and across the Canyon Lake 
Dam and back. The 10K over-the-dam 
walk provides fantastic, elevated views 
of Canyon Lake and is appropriate for 
strollers and wheelchairs.  
    These U.S. Air Force Global 
volksmarches are noncompetitive and 
are sanctioned by the American 
Volkssport Association (AVA). Regis-
tration is from 7:30 a.m. to noon at 
the main pavilion at Randolph’s Rec-
reation Park. All participants must fin-
ish by 3 p.m. Bring your walking 
shoes and enjoy the day at beautiful 
Canyon Lake. This event is sponsored 
in part by Randolph Brooks Federal 
Credit Union and the Randolph Road-
runners (AVA 44). No Federal en-
dorsement of sponsor intended. For 
more information call 652-6508. 

 

Arts and Crafts 
Stained Glass Class 

In this four-session class you will learn 
the basics of stain glass; cutting glass, 
grinding, and soldering and leave with 
a work of art! Classes are held on 
Thursdays September 4, 11, 18 & 25 

and October 2, 9, 16 & 23, from 6 - 8 

p.m. Cost for the class is $45.00 plus 
supplies. 

 

Watercolor 

During this four week session two pro-
jects will be completed.  You will 
learn all about color charts and various 
watercolor techniques.  Classes are 
held on Saturdays, September 6, 13, 

20 & 27, October 4, 11, 18 & 25 

from Noon - 2 p.m.  Cost for the class 
is $55 plus supplies. 

 

Bowling Center 

Grandparents Day 

Bring your grandparents out for an 
afternoon of fun and companionship 
on Sept. 11 from 1–5 p.m. Bowling 
and shoe rental is free for grandpar-
ents. Everyone else may bowl for only 
$1.75 per game, per person and pay 
only $1.50 for shoe rental. 
 

Fitness Center 

Freedom 5K 

Let’s us never forget! The fitness cen-
ter is hosting a 5K run/walk in remem-
brance of 9/11 and in celebration of 
the freedoms we all enjoy! The event 
will take place at Eberle Park on Sep-
tember 11 at 7 a.m. The first 40 peo-
ple to sign up will receive a Gatorade 
water bottle. There are no age, 

male/female categories. Everybody 
who participates is a WINNER. 
This event is sponsored in part by 
Gatorade, Propel and Aquafina.  

 

Information 

Flea Market 

School has started and it’s time to get 
ready for the holidays. Whether or not 
you need to clean out the garage or are 
looking for great deals on slightly used 
household items, come over to ITT 
and rent one six-foot long table for $15 
(additional tables are $3) and join us at 
the Randolph Clinic parking lot on 
September 13 from 8 a.m. to 1p.m. 
Remember, one man’s junk is another 
man’s treasure.   

 

**** 
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U.S. Postage Paid 

San Antonio, Texas 

Permit No. 1553 

THE LARIAT 

2007 National Award Winning Newsletter 

P.O. Box 8037 
San Antonio, TX 78208-0037 

Phone: 210-228-9955 

M ILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

ALAMO CHAPTER 

MISSION STATEMENT 
TO BE A MAJOR SOURCE OF INFORMATION, 

SUPPORT AND SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT FOR THE 

MEMBERSHIP; 

 TO PROVIDE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES FOR 

THE COMMON GOOD OF OUR MILITARY 

COMMUNITY; AND TO BE A POWERFUL VOICE 

SUPPORTING MOAA AT THE LOCAL, STATE AND 

NATIONAL LEVELS.  

WE ’RE  ON  THE  WEB :  

WWW .ALAMOMOAA .ORG  

Postmaster — please deliver by September 3rd 

Time Sensitive Material 

Wednesday September 24, 2008 

 

Oktoberfest Picnic 
 

Entertainment by Rennie Guenther & Co 

Catering by the Bavarian Haus Restaurant 

 

Randolph AFB Eberle Park 
Social Hour beginning 5:30pm 

     Supper served at 6pm 

 

               Menu  
                Weiner Schnitzel 

Red Cabbage, German Fried Potatoes, Green beans 

Iced Tea, Bread & Butter 

Wine, German Beer and Soda’s  while supplies last 

$20.00 per person   Enclosed: $___________ 
 

RSVP By Noon Monday, September 22nd  
Reservations not cancelled by noon Tuesday 23rd will be billed. 

Name_______________________________________ 

Guest:______________________________________ 
 

Non member Officers welcome with reservations 

 Send reservation slip & check made payable to 

 MOAA-AC at P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, TX 78208 

RSVP by email moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net or phone (210) 228-9955. 

 

Directions to Eberle Park 

 
Enter Randolph AFB at Main Gate 

(Pat Booker Road & FM 78) 

Make a left at the second intersection onto New B 
Street East (Opposite Base Service Sta-

tion).              

Make a left at 5th Street East. Follow to end of 
street toward East Gate and FM 78. 

Turn right just before East Gate onto Perimeter 

Road and follow approximately 2.3 miles. 

Eberle Park will be on your left.  Park on Perime-

ter Road.  

Picnic Go-ers! 
If you would like to help out with setting up and/or 
tearing down the picnic decorations please indicate 
by circling the appropriate task on the reservation 

slip opposite.  Your help is greatly appreciated! 

Volunteer? 
 

Set Up  

Tear Down 
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Military Officers Association of America – Alamo Chapter 

BALLOT 
For the term January 1, 2009 through December 31, 2010 

 

In accordance with the Bylaws of the Alamo Chapter, as amended, the Nominating Committee 

offers the following members of the Chapter to serve in the positions indicated. Space is also 

provided for the write-in vote for another qualified member of the Chapter in lieu of the 

nominated member. Elected officers must be members of the Military Officers Association of 

America as well as members of the Chapter. Auxiliary Members may vote only for officers 

other than the President. Currently serving members are noted by the symbol (I). 

For President: (I) Edward Marvin _____ 

Write-in:________________________________________________ 

For Executive Vice President, Operations: (I) James Cunningham_____ 

Write-in:________________________________________________ 

For Vice President, Administration: (I) Gilbert Rodriguez_____ 

Write-in:________________________________________________ 

For Vice President, Membership, Recruitment and Retention: Randy Hoff_____ 

Write-in:________________________________________________ 

For Vice President, Programs: No Nominee 

Write-in:________________________________________________ 

For Secretary: (I) David Patrick_____ 

Write-in:________________________________________________ 

For Treasurer: Vaughn Caudill_____ 

Write-in:________________________________________________ 

 

Mail ballots to: MOAA-AC Inspectors of Election Committee 

P.O. Box 8037 

San Antonio TX 78208-0037 

Please mail by October 1, 2008 

————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

Fold Here 

MOAA-AC Inspectors of Election Committee 

P.O. Box 8037 

San Antonio, TX 78208-0037 


