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means I must take an overall review of 
all of the 429 chapters in the US 
(though my heart will always be in this 
chapter.)  Hence, this column is some-
what reminiscing, and please accept 
my apologies for perhaps being a little 
bit overboard in that particular area. 

    As previously mentioned the chapter 
has been very busy, especially your 
support staff and your leadership in the 
chapter.  They just continue to do a 
great job.  I cannot thank them enough 
for making the position that I have had 
the good fortune to occupy significant-
ly easier because of their great work.  
Everyone listed on Page 15 of our Lar-
iat deserve a huge thank you for mak-
ing our chapter the success that it is; 
five years running as a Five Star chap-
ter. 

    I thank the Board for their continu-
ing good work, and I want to especially 
single out General Herring and Colonel 
Sumner Hudson for their long serving 
tenure on the Board.  These are won-
derful Americans, and great people 
who have put their heart and soul into 
our mission. 

    I want to note that, as mentioned in 
the last Lariat, we have a full slate of 
officers to fill the position with the ex-
ception of Vice President of Programs.  
(Continued on Page 13) 

        President’s Message 
    The long hot summer continues, and 
as hot as the weather has been outside, 
your chapter has been just as busy pre-
paring for the fall and looking forward 
to 2011. 

    As you know, my tenure as your 
president of this chapter is soon end-
ing.  I tendered my resignation to the 
Board at our last Board meeting, and it 
was accepted.  At the same time I rec-
ommended our Executive Vice Presi-
dent, Major James Cunningham to be 
the interim and acting President for 
November and December.  Until such 
time that we have our formal installa-
tion of the new chapter officers. 

   As you can probably imagine, I am 
at the reminiscent stage of my career 
as your chapter leader and an active 
participant in the chapter’s affairs for 
the last seventeen years.  Hopefully, I 
will be taking a position as a Board 
member of national MOAA which 

Save The Date! 
Thu September 23 
Oktoberfest PicNic 

RAFB Eberle Park 5:30pm 
 

Thu October 21 
Luncheon 

Annual Business Meeting 
Ft Sam Golf Club 

 
Thu Nov 18 

Luncheon 
Speaker: Sig Christensen 
Army Residence Center 

 
Fri Dec 10 

Dinner Dance 
Christmas Party 

Randolph Parr Club 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lariat editor, Kerry Green 
accepting the MOAA 2009 2nd 
Runner Up Communications 
Award from TCC President, Ed 
Stone 
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Cookie Angels 

Grateful thanks to those who either 
baked and or brought items to the 
wounded soldiers at Ft Sam Houston’s 
Warrior and Family Support Center.      
If you were able to give this month on 
behalf of the Alamo Chapter please call 
Susie at (210) 654-0351, so we may add 
your name to our list. Thank you. 

 
Magda Ada Artiglia 

 Irene Collier 

 Frank and Delores DeVille 

 Nita Felder 

 Susan Filipini 

 John Gibbs 

 Ed and Sue McCarthy 

 Mac and Lori McDonald 

 Lolly Orlowski 

 Jan Rund 

 Corinne Lou Strong 

 Susie Tolman 

 Dot Wise 

 Tom and Evelyn Woods 

Chapter News & Notices  

TAPS 
We received the news that the following 
members have passed away.  We wish to 
convey our sincere condolences and best 
wishes to their family and loved ones:  

 
 

MAJ John H. Thomas USMC (Ret) 
7/15/2010 

 
Kathryne “Kay” Dayton 

Spouse of Col Edwin “Ed” Dayton 
USA (Ret) 
7/26/2010 

 
LTC Jacqueline Cooper USA (Ret) 

8/21/2010 
 

NOTICE 

CHAPTER ANNUAL 
BUSINESS MEETING  

 
 

will be held during the 
monthly luncheon on 

October 21, 2010  

At the Ft Sam 
 Golf Clubhouse  

Business Associate 
 Program 

 

    The following Business Associate(s) 
have generously contributed to the 
MOAA Alamo Chapter enabling us to 
carry on our important mission.  We 
encourage each of you to remember 
these important contributors in you 
business and your daily activities be-
cause we truly appreciate their sup-
port. 

    If your business or organization 
would like to join these much appreci-
ated sponsors as a Business Associate 
of the MOAA Alamo Chapter, please 
contact David Walker at (210) 228-
9955.  Thank you for your considera-
tion. 

 

Spectrum Technologies, Inc 
Contact Don Shrum 

(210) 260-8781 
www.spectrum-tx.com 

Grateful thanks to Don for providing 
real-time back up service for the office 

computer 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Historian 
 

    Greetings to all of my fellow Ala-
mo-MOAA members. 

    This is my first opportunity to 
‘speak’ to you in my new capacity as 
chapter historian, and I am thrilled to 
be coming on board during the run-up 
to our chapter’s 50th anniversary in 
2011. 

    As you can imagine, there’s a lot of 
information to digest—50 years is a 
long time. My plan is to begin with a 
fresh canvas on which to build the 
chapter’s history, but also to provide 
glimpses into the chapter’s past.  

    In order to capture the chapter’s 
past, I am going to need your help. 
Some of you have been with the chap-
ter for a long time now, and your 
memories hold nuggets of information 
that are important for us to preserve. 

    So, I’m asking anyone who has 
memories—fond or otherwise—of the 
chapter’s early days as SAROA, to 
contact me. (Or, if you know of some-
one who might have memories to 
share, please let me know so that I 
may contact him or her.) 

    My email address is 
‘jkedgerson@satx.rr.com.’ 

    I look forward to hearing from you 
soon.  

LL&P! 

Janice K. Edgerson 
Colonel, US Army (Retired)  



3 The Lariat September 2010 

 

    I wanted to remind our membership, particularly if 
you are an OEF/OIF veteran who may have been af-
fected by stop loss, that DoD has a program which 
would give you a stipend of $500.00 per month or par-
tial month that you were held in the military over your 
contract time.  It is, however, something that you must 
apply for and the deadline is fast approaching. That 
deadline is October 21st.  Even if this is not applicable 
to you, if you know anyone to whom it is, you should 
remind them of this program.  There are an estimated 
145,000 service members to whom this is applicable, 
but who have not yet applied. 

    All service members, veterans and beneficiaries of 
service members whose service were involuntarily ex-
tended between Sept. 11, 2001, and Sept. 30, 2009, are 
eligible for the special pay.   There is a short form to 
fill out, which will take about a half hour, and the aver-
age payout is $3,000 to $4,000.00 dollars. 

    The Defense Department's stop loss website at 
http://www.defense.gov/stoploss has all the infor-
mation about the special pay and includes the applica-
tion form. 

    The weekend of August 20/21 was a special one in 
that your Alamo Chapter sponsored the meeting of the 
Texas Council of Chapter for the Military Officers As-
sociation. We had a wonderful dinner at the Randolph 
Kendrick Club with almost 120 members and guests 
from the Alamo Chapter and Chapters all over the 
state.  We were very pleased that we had attendance 
from active duty members from SouthCom and North-
Com.  The dinner speaker was Col James Cully from 
MOAA Travel.  He discussed travel opportunities for 
MOAA members and how the Chapters can make 
money for the Chapter by organizing travel.  A seven 
day resort stay was given away and the wife of our 
Lariat editor, Kerry Green, was the winner.   It now 
remains to be seen if she will take Kerry with her or 
someone else! 

     The Saturday morning meeting of the TCC was de-
voted to a workshop on how we should use advocacy 
when the TCC “Advocates on the Hill” in January.  
This meeting of the Chapters who are members of the 
TCC will be in Austin and will concentrate on meeting 
with all of the Texas State Senators and Representa-
tives to advocate for issues and proposed legislation 
that will affect the active military, National Guard, vet-
erans and their families. 

    The second portion of the meeting, conducted by 
LTC Jim Snow, Tyler, was as a workshop to further 

 

develop a Chapter Tool Box that will reside on the TCC web-
site.   A lot of good input was given and this is well on the way 
to be developed. 

    Well, it appears that our President Ed Marvin will be the 
next MOAA National Board member from Texas. Information 
about voting was contained in the most recent Military Officer 
Magazine.  Be sure and vote if you have not already.  Ed will 
be attending the MOAA Annual Meeting in Alexandria, VA to 
be sworn in and receive his briefings as to his new tasks.  I will 
be attending the meeting as the representative from the Alamo 
Chapter to receive the Five Star Chapters of Excellence award 
for 2009.  The meeting will be November 15-17.  You will be 
reading more about this in the Military Officer Magazine. 

    Please put September 23rd on your calendar for the Oktober-
fest Picnic at Eberle Park, Randolph AFB.  German style food, 
beverages and attire will be the order of the day!  Please make 
your reservations at the Alamo Office soon.  The number is 
210-228-9955 and the cost will be $20.00 per person. 

 

 MAJ Jim Cunningham (Ret) 

Exec VP’s Corner 
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LTC Joseph O’Leary III USAR (Ret) 

LtCol John Revak USAF (Ret) 

LtCol Kenneth Shanklin USAF (Ret) 

LTC Randolph Swansiger USA 

LtCol Philip Van Ess USAF (Ret) 

MAJ Christopher Campbell USA 

Maj Samuel Cook USAF (Ret) 

MAJ John Cotellesse USA (Ret) 

MAJ Michael Dean USA 

LCDR Terry Handley USN (Ret) 

Maj Willis Humiston USAF (Ret) 

MAJ Raul Macias USA (Ret) 

MAJ Jose Martinez USA (Ret) 

MAJ Robert Melton USA (Ret) 

MAJ Jeffrey Oliver USA 

MAJ Joe Pina USA (Ret) 

MAJ Jim Robinson NG (Ret) 

Maj Pamela Round USAF (Ret) 

LCDR James Scoggin USN (Ret) 

MAJ Maria Shelton USA 

Membership Welcome New 
Members!  

MAJ John Ward, Sr USA (Ret) 

MAJ Robert Williams USA (Ret) 

Maj David Winney USAF (Ret) 

CPT Henry Bevil USA (Ret) 

CPT Ryan Bible USA 

CPT Colton Chapman USA 

LT Lynn DeHaan USCG (Ret) 

Cpt Ken Featherling USAF (Ret) 

Cpt Michael Jackowski USAF 

Cpt Denton Nerison USA (Ret) 

Capt Tomas Ramirez USAF (Ret) 

CPT Geza Terezhalmy USNR (Ret) 

1Lt Thomas Rockeymoore USAF 
(Ret) 

CW3 Kathleen Kaberides USA (Ret) 

CW3 R.D. Whiteside USA (Ret) 

Mrs Darlene Feuerborn 

Mrs Helen Valence 

Annette Carter USA 

Gary Martel USA 

William Whipple USAF (Ret) 

BG J.S. Henderson II USAR (Ret) 

Col Walter Ague USAF (Ret) 

Col Graham Aitken USAF (Ret) 

Col Alex Archibald USAF (Ret) 

Col William Blanchette AFR 

Col Laura Currie USAF (Ret) 

COL Timothy Eggleston USA 

Col Jorge Garza USAF (Ret) 

COL Stanford Hickman USA (Ret) 

COL Arthur Jackson USA 

Col Harvey Johnson USAF (Ret) 

Col Jay Maust USAF (Ret) 

Col Ethel Nelson USAF (Ret) 

Col Wright Nodine USAF (Ret) 

Col Teresa Page USAF (Ret) 

Col Daniel Reyna USPHS 

COL George Sarron USA (Ret) 

Col Patsy Shinn USAF (Ret) 

Col Lisa Skopal USAF (Ret) 

COL Mary Svetlik USA (Ret) 

COL Leo Tucker III USA 

LtCol John Bell USAF 

LTC Marsha Bloodworth USA (Ret) 

LTC Mark Bonica USA 

LtCol Bryan Bradford USAF (Ret) 

LtCol Jim Cuskey USAF (Ret) 

LTC Sonja Dowling USA (Ret) 

LTC Clarence Hall USA (Ret) 

LtCol Daniel Hamilton USAF 

LTC Melba Hernandez USA 

LtCol John James USAF (Ret) 

CDR Paul Martin USN (Ret) 

CDR Cynthia Massie USN (Ret) 

LTC Daniel McKay USA 

Alamo Chapter Membership
As of: Aug 12, 2010
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    Every time I am asked to pray 
I think of the Old Man who always 
prayed, "Lord, prop us up on our leaning 
side".  After hearing him pray that pray-
er many times, someone asked him why 
he prayed that prayer so fervently. 

    He answered, "Well, sir, you see its 
like this... I got an old barn out back. It’s 
been there a long time; It's withstood a 
lot of weather; it's gone through a lot of 
storms, and its stood for many years. 

    It's still standing. But one day I no-
ticed it was leaning to one side a bit. So 
I went and got some pine poles and 
propped it up on its leaning side so it 
wouldn't fall. 

    Then I got to thinking about that and 
how much I was like that old barn. I've 
been around a long time.  I've withstood 
a lot of life's storms. I've withstood a lot 
of bad weather in life.  I've withstood a 

lot of hard times, and I'm still standing 
too. But I find myself leaning to one side 
from time to time, so I like to ask the 
Lord to prop us up on our leaning side 
‘cause I figure a lot of us get to leaning 
at times! 

    Sometimes we get to leaning toward 
anger, leaning toward bitterness, leaning 
toward hatred, leaning toward cussing, 
leaning toward a lot of things that we 
shouldn't.  So we need to pray, “Lord, 
prop us up on our leaning side, so we 
will stand straight and tall again, to glo-
rify the Lord." 

    Our Revolutionary patriots led by 
George Washington and other heroes 
of the American Revolution pledged 
their lives, their fortunes and future so 
that you and I can enjoy the freedom 
won with their blood. Just as our free-
dom is continually guarded and keep 

     The Chaplain  
by the brave Americans around the 
world and measured in the blood of 
our young men and women on the bat-
tlefields of today.  

   Sometimes we fail to count our bless-
ings as we see all the woes around us. 
The leaking oil in the gulf with its disas-
trous result on the gulf community.  The 
changing economic conditions. The re-
cent floods around our country, in Ar-
kansas, in Seguin and the New Braunfels 
area remind us that we must constantly 
be vigilant and willing to help our 
"neighbors”.  We continue to ask God 
blessing on America, Texas, San Anto-
nio, the surrounding communities and on 
all of us in MOAA. 

Blessing, 

Chaplain James Taylor 

 

Chapter Dinner at Randolph AFB Kendrick Club 
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Following are corrections to the last 
published Membership Directory of 
July 2010. 
 
Col Watson Burnfield USAF (Ret) 
Added Spouse Name: 
Claudia 
 
LTC Harry Carpenter USMC (Ret) 
New Phone Number: 
(210) 646-5894 
 
Maj Clifton Cardwell USA (Ret) 
New address: 
135 W. French Place #302 
San Antonio, TX 78212 
Phone remains the same. 
 
LTC Sumner Hudson USA (Ret) 
New address: 
855 E. Basse Rd #154 
San Antonio, TX 78209 
Phone remains the same. 
 
LTC Douglas E. Jones USA (Ret) 
New Phone Number: 
(210) 870-0006 
 
COL Robert E. Rich USA (Ret) 
New Phone Number: 
(210) 646-5444 
 
Col Jim Roberts USAF (Ret) 
New Phone Number: 
(210) 651-0561 
Correction Spouse Name: 
Jan 

 

 

 

 

 

Grateful thanks to the following mem-
ber(s) who have kindly donated to the 

Chapter’s Scholarship/Outreach or 
Operations funds. 

 

Col Lisa Skopal USAF (Ret) 

Nominee Bios for 2010 Elections Directory Updates 

President 
 James R. Cunningham, MAJ, US Army, Retired 

 MOAA-AC member since 2000, serving in various MOAA-AC 
Board positions; Secretary, then President of the Texas Council 
of MOAA Chapters, supporting the non-partisan legislative 
advocacy of both the State and National MOAA organizations; 
Chairman of the Alliance for Veterans and Families; Vice 
Chairman of the Texas Coalition of Veterans Organizations  
 

Executive Vice President 
 William T. Goforth, LTC, US Army, Retired 

 Recently retired from the Army Medical Service Corps; served 
in Iraq in different positions, to include G3 Air for the 30th 
Medical Brigade, Baghdad; presently he is the G3 / Deputy 
Chief of Staff for Operations of the Missions and Installation 
Contracting Command, Fort Sam Houston; is a Director in 
MOAA-AC. 
 

Vice President – Administration 
 James R. Webb, III  LTC, US Army, Retired 

 Military career was mostly in the Adjutant General Corps 
(personnel/administration); served in Vietnam in 1968; has 
served as MOAA-AC Duty Officer; second career was in 
education related matters; MBA (University of Texas) and Ed. 
D. from Nova Southeastern University. 

 
Vice President – Membership, Recruitment, and Retention 

 Randy E. Hoff, LTC, US Army, Retired 
 Currently the incumbent VP for Membership, Recruitment, and 

Retention; military career was in the US Army Military Police 
Corps; was Deputy Provost Marshal of Fort Sam Houston for 
three years; MA from Webster University (St. Louis, MO) 
 

Secretary 
 David W. Patrick, COL, USAF, Retired 

 Currently the incumbent Secretary for MOAA-AC; instrumental 
in developing the Strategic Plan for reshaping MOAA-AC; 
TOPS Officer for MOAA-AC; Secretary for the Texas Council 
of MOAA Chapters; life member of MOAA 

 
Treasurer 

 Vaughn Caudill, COL, US Army, Retired 
 Currently the incumbent Treasurer for MOAA-AC.  Has thirty 

years financial management experience with Army and Air 
Force.  Passed CPA exam first time with an 82 average and 
passed the Certified Defense Financial Manager exam the first 
time.  Currently the Deputy Comptroller for Joint Base San 
Antonio.  Army’s Comptroller of the Year – 2004. 
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                   Solitaires 

 
  
 
    September marks the autumnal equi-
nox.  Schedules return to normal, weath-
er cools, days are shorter, football season 
starts, and evening picnics with the 
smell of roasting hot dogs and marsh-
mallows over an open fire fills the air. 
 
     Autumn marks the transition from 
summer to winter.  The word autumn 
came from the old French word 
"autonpone" and was later normalized   
to the original Latin word "Autumnus."  
Before the 16th century, "harvest" was 
the term usually used to refer to the sea-
son.  But as people moved from farm to 
city and activities changed, autumn or 
fall replaced harvest. (Encyclopedia Bri-
tannica) 
  
    Most ancient cultures had festivals to 
mark the meteorological transition.  In 
Bavaria they brought the well-decorated 
cattle down from the Alps with horns, 
parades and parties.  Indians always had 
fall festivities to celebrate the bounty of 
Nature and to welcome the approaching 
winter. Mother Nature dressed the trees 
in a variety of colors from gold, yellow, 
red, orange and green.   The vivid splash 
of color announced fall. It is one of the 
most colorful, beautiful seasons of all. 
  
    The Autumn of Life means that we 
are aging: our strength has lessened, 
and physical problems appear.  Some 
feel their days are numbered, they have 
not accomplished their goals in life and 
they are failures (SAD).  Here is where 
psychologists and psychiatrists come to 
the rescue by offering the view; it is a 
time for a fresh start and a new begin-
ning to life.  
  
    We become preoccupied with weath-
er.  Is it going to be a cold winter?    On 
a remote Indian Reservation in Montana 
the tribe had a new very young chief.  
He was asked the question "Is it going to 

be a cold winter?"   His predecessors 
had not given him adequate training 
in all fields of endeavor.  So he pon-
dered the question, went out and 
looked at the sky, but saw nothing 
there to guide him.   So he hedged 
and said, "Yes, it is going to be a 
cold winter.  Go out and gather fire-
wood."   That weekend they had a 
small cold snap. 
    Again the people came to the 
chief and asked "Is it going to be a 
very cold winter?"  Not knowing 
what to say, he went out to the forest 
for three days.  He examined the 
leaves, moss on the trees, the wind 
bend of branches, and the color of 
the leaves.  He examined which 
birds were still there.  He came in 
and said. "Yes, it is going to be a 
very cold winter. Go out and gather 
more firewood." 
 
    About two weeks later they had a 
sizeable frost.  The people came 
back and asked, "Is it going to be a 
very cold, cold winter?"  This time 
the chief decided to defer to modern 
science.  So he called the chief mete-
orologist at the National Weather 
Station.  He asked the weatherman 
"Is it going to be a very cold, cold 
winter?"   "Yes, it is, said the chief 
meteorologist.”  "Are you absolutely 
sure" asked the Indian chief?  To 
which the weatherman replied, "Yes, 
I am absolutely sure.  Why, the Indi-
ans have been gathering firewood 
like crazy!" 
  
    After hearing LTC John Gibbs 
talk about traveling and tours on 3 
August we were all ready to pack 
our bags and go along!   
 
    Our next meeting will be Tuesday 
7 September at 1100 at the Fort Sam 
Houston Golf Club.  See you there! 

      Col Irene Collier (Ret) 

Lyengar Yoga 
    Lyengar yoga can improve posture 
and reduce the risk of falls.   Carefully 
performed yoga can help with chronic 
back pain.  

    Women with osteoarthritis, ages 60 to 
75, experienced improvement in posture, 
range of motion, gait and balance, mak-
ing them less likely to fall.  (Temple 
School of Medicine, Philadelphia Pa.).  

    Lyengar yoga can help with chronic 
back pain, according to a study of 90 
people published in September 2009 
issue of the journal Spine.  

    Mayo Clinic doctors note several is-
sues in that study, such as the people 
in the non yoga group  had been living 
with chronic pain for about twice as long 
as those in the yoga group.  

    Still a positive result isn't surprising.  
Many different exercise programs in-
volving stretching and stretching mus-
cles for the trunk and hip areas have 
been shown to help people with low 
back pain.  Lyengar yoga can fit this 
description and may also have the added 
benefit of working to relax the mind and 
body.   

    For those who have difficulty with 
some of the exercises, consider walking, 
swimming and massage.  Whatever you 
do - keep moving!  

Adapted from : Arthritis Today & Mayo Clinic 
Health Letter  

Col Irene Collier (Ret) 

       Medical Minute 

Solitaires  
    If you are a single man or lady and like to 
eat, chat, make new friends, experience or 
provide sometimes brief impromptu or 
scheduled interesting demonstrations, talks, 
or discussions, whether you are: visiting the 
area; active duty or retired; widowed or 
divorced; the SOLITAIRES is the group for 
you. 

    This is a wonderful opportunity to enjoy 
camaraderie with other single men and la-
dies whose backgrounds and experiences are 
or have been with the military. Call the of-
fice (210) 228-9955 for more details 
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 August 2010 Program Survey  

speakers on the reorganization and 
new commands at Ft. Sam; intelli-
gence community; drone aircraft; the 
cost of Obamacare; future of the 
armed services; local or state subjects; 
current events; military topics; and 
Haven for Hope.  

    Other ideas/comments provided: 
Guest speakers should be informed in 
advance to limit questions to around 
six or seven and to then announce they 
will answer further questions immedi-
ately after the planned event is over, 
and thus other attendees would be free 
to leave. 

    Also, the head table and speaker 
should be served first so the speaker 
can complete their main meal and start 
speaking earlier during the event while 
others are about midway through their 
meal. These practices might help mini-
mize the number of attendees who 
leave during the speech or question 
and answer period. 

    Two other suggestions were the de-
sire to have more attendees at future 
luncheons and the need for greeters at 
luncheons and other events. 

    Thank you to all who filled out sur-
veys. We encourage suggestions at any 
time. 

Len Mull (Ret) 

    We received 21 very helpful pro-
gram surveys. The surveys were de-
signed and provided to random at-
tendees at the chapter’s past few 
months events by Lt Col Cheryl Smith 
(USAF-Ret.), our VP for Public Rela-
tions and Marketing. 

    We thank her for talking with the 
members at many of our events and 
seeking and receiving both their verbal 
and written feedback. Attendees pro-
vided several good ideas for future 
programs. 

    The Fort Sam Houston Golf Club 
was the location of choice for lunch-
eons, followed by the Randolph AFB 
Officers Club. A little more than half 
of the members were willing to have a 
self-service buffet. A ‘pay as you go’ 
wine bar is preferred, and less than 20 
percent of the members wanted a full 
service bar. 

    Responses for the desired day of the 
week for luncheons were Thursday, 
with Tuesday as the second choice. 
The least favorite day of the week was 
Monday - Friday and Saturday were 
close seconds. 

    Favorite events were U.S. Flag His-
tory, Judge Nelson Wolff, SA district 
attorney, BAMC physician lectures, 
legislative updates, health care, mili-
tary family issues and benefits, com-
manders, and current political and oth-
er issues. 

    Numerous suggestions were made 
for future speakers and topics. They 
were San Antonio current events; 
BRAC change to medical care; elder 
care specialists and lawyers; politi-
cians – U.S.; military personnel – area 
leaders; business opportunities, bank-
ing, growth of city, education, and mil-
itary impact on SA; pros and cons of 
Tricare for Life for the next three to 
five years under new or anticipated 
changing national health care policy; 
vacation travel; protection of our bor-
ders; local base commanders; Ft. Sam 

Fisher House 
Expansions 

    There is at least one Fisher House 
at every major military medical center 
to assist families in need and to ensure 
that they are provided with the 
comforts of home in a supportive 
environment. 

    Annually, the Fisher House program 
serves more than 10,000 families, and 
have made available nearly three 
million days of lodging to family 
members since the program originated 
in 1990. 

    By law, there is no charge for any 
family to stay at a Fisher House 
operated by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs; and Fisher House 
Foundation uses donations to 
reimburse the individual Fisher 
Houses operated by the Army, Navy, 
and Air Force. Fisher Houses ease 
financial burden and stress. They look 
like houses and the atmosphere is a 
more comfortable alternative for 
veterans' families. This year seven 
more houses will open, representing 
the most new ones opened in a single 
year in the organization's 20-year 
history. 

    The current Fisher Houses are 
located on 18 military installations and 
near 15 VA medical centers. Fisher 
House opened a facility near the 
Illinois VA hospital in March. It was 
the most recently opened of 45 houses 
across the country that offer lodging at 
no cost to veterans and their families 
who have to travel more than 50 miles 
to get treatment at government-run 
Veterans Affairs hospitals.  

    Fisher House plans to open a facility 
at the VA hospital in Boston and in St. 
Louis. In the fall it plans to open a 
house at Dover Air Force Base in 
Delaware for families traveling to pick 
up the bodies of servicemembers killed 

 (Continued on Page 13) 

Please make a note of our new 

mailing address: 

 

 

 

 

 

MOAA Alamo Chapter 

P.O. Box 340497 

Ft Sam Houston, TX 78234-
0497 
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2010 ELECTION BALLOT 

For the term January 1, 2011 through December 31, 2012 

In accordance with the Bylaws of the Alamo Chapter, as amended, the Nominating Committee 
offers the following members of the Chapter to serve in the positions indicated.  Elected officers 
must be members of the Military Officers Association of America as well as members of the 
Alamo Chapter.  Currently serving members are noted by the symbol (I).  Please mark ballot by 
annotating with an “X” next to nominees’ name. Space is also provided for the write-in vote for 
another qualified member of the Chapter in lieu of the nominated member.   

 

For President: Maj Jim Cunningham USA (Ret)    

Write-in:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

For Executive Vice President, Operations:   LTC Bill Goforth USA (Ret)    

Write-in:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

For Vice President, Administration:  LTC Jim Webb USA (Ret) 

Write-in:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

For Vice President, Membership, Recruitment & Retention: (I) LTC Randy Hoff USA (Ret) 

Write-in:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

For Vice President, Programs:  No Nominee 

Write-in:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

For Secretary: (I) Col David Patrick USAF (Ret) 

Write-in:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

For Treasurer:  (I) Col Vaughn Caudill USA (Ret) 

Write-in:____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Mail ballots by October 15, 2010 to:   
   Military Officers Association of America – Alamo Chapter 
   Inspectors of Election Committee 
                              P.O. Box 340497   
                              San Antonio TX 78234-0497 
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Benefits of Membership 
of MOAA and the local 

chapter 
 
 Our monthly newsletter, The 
Lariat, which includes a calendar 
of events, is sent to each member 
(or made available on-line), and 
includes both MOAA and Alamo 
Chapter news. Stay informed! 
 
 Monthly luncheons, which 
rotate between the Randolph, Fort 
Sam Houston, and Lackland 
service clubs, feature informative 
speakers and are also open to 
guests. 
 
 Benefit information of all 
kinds is provided through the 
Alamo Chapter. We have an 
experienced Vice President of 
Personal Affairs who can give 
quick answers to your and family 
members’ questions, or who can 
research the more complex issues. 
 
 The opportunity to enjoy the 
camaraderie of meeting fellow 
chapter members and their guests. 
We also plan for various social 
events, open to families and guests. 
In addition, our chapter features a 
singles group called the Solitaires, 
some of who are surviving spouses. 
The Solitaires have a busy social 
calendar. 
 
 Make your voice heard on 
proposed state and national military 
legislation which may affect you 
and your family. Both the Alamo 
Chapter and MOAA national 
welcome your views! 
 
 Enjoy many benefits, 
discounts, and services, to include 
career planning. The Alamo 
Chapter also provides college 
scholarships to those who qualify. 
MOAA Travel helps you plan that 
great getaway, and is available for 
members. 

Referred by: _____________________________________________________

 The Give Me 10! Campaign Options: 
 
 1.  Active Duty, National Guard and Reserve officers of all services, who are not past or present members of 
MOAA national are eligible for a one year free national and local MOAA (MOAA-AC) membership. 
 
 2.  Retired Officers, Auxiliary (surviving spouses), and lapsed members of MOAA national, can receive a 2 
year membership for $28.00 (The usual annual membership rate is $31). You will then receive a one year local 
MOAA-AC membership free. 
 
 3. Those already members of MOAA national need to complete this application to receive a 1 year free local 
membership to MOAA-AC. 
 

Normal Dues: MOAA national $31 per year, MOAA local $25.00, 
$15 if receive electronic newsletter, Auxiliary $15  

Membership Application 
(Annual Membership)  

Are you a member of MOAA National? __________ 
 

              Military Officers Association of America 
        Alamo Chapter 

 
Circle Status:  Commissioned & Warrant Officers of all services - Active, Reserves, former, or Retired, 

National Guard, NOAA, PHS, Surviving Spouse. 
 
 
Name_________________________________________________________________ 
 (Print)   Last                                           First                      MI                         Spouse 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Residence Address                                     City                   State                      Zip 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
          Rank/Grade                                 Service                                 Date of Birth 
 
 
Home phone_______________________Business phone________________________ 
Civilian/Military Occupation______________________________________________ 
Firm/Unit____________________________ E-mail*___________________________ 
 
* May we have your permission to publish this information in the Chapter Membership 
Directory? ________ 
(*This directory and your e-mail address are exclusively for the use of the chapter and 
will not be sold or used for any other purpose than chapter communications and/or board
approved activity.) 
 
 
Would you like to access our monthly newsletter (The Lariat) at our website versus 
having a hard copy mailed to you? _______ (Dues reduce to $15 per year). 
 
 
Would you be interested in being active in chapter volunteer activity? _______ 
 
 
   ________________________________________     ____________________ 
                              Signature                                                        Date 
 

CHARITABLE OUTREACH PROGRAM  
Please accept my tax-deductible donation of: $____________ to (check one)                   
#  Outreach Fund _______              As designated by the Alamo Chapter ________ 

#  a fund for a yearly college scholarship and other charitable programs and services. 

Send applications to: 
MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, Tx 78208-0037  

For questions please call (210) 228-9955 or e-mail: moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 
Also visit our chapter’s website at www.alamomoaa.org 

 
 Please feel free to copy and provide this form 
  to prospective members. 07-22-10 
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President’s Message 
(Continued from Page 1) 

We have a great leadership team that 
has been nominated and you will see 
their bios in this issue of the Lariat and 
also in the October issue.  The results 
will be revealed at our Business Meet-
ing in October. 

    Your chapter has just hosted the 
Texas Council of Chapters quarterly 
meeting which is a gathering of all of 
the 27 chapters across Texas.  Your 
chapter has, over the years, hosted nu-
merous Texas Council meetings in our 
city, and we have been a great support-
er of the Council and what it does for 
our state and for our national MOAA.  
The leader of the state chapter now is 
Ed Stone, a great American from El 
Paso, and I would like to say that your 
chapter is pleased and proud to have 
provided four Presidents for the Texas 
Council in the last few years.  One of 
our great leaders, Ed McCarthy, was 
followed by Ginny Alloway who mi-
grated here to live in Air Force Village 
from Highland Lakes.  Ginny is now a 
member of our chapter.  In addition, 
our immediate Past President, Jim 
Cunningham and I all had the great 
opportunity to serve as a president. 

    The weekend went very well.  We 
received many compliments for a well 
planned and hosted activity complete 
with hard business meetings and a 
pleasant social event.  I want to thank 
each of the wonderful members of the 
Alamo chapter who attended the social 
event on Friday evening at the 
Kendrick Club on Randolph Air Force 
Base, and I make a special note of our 
editor, Kerry Green, who produces this 
wonderful award winning newsletter 
for being presented an award from na-
tional MOAA by the President of TCC 
for our newsletter, The Lariat.  I might 

Fisher House 
(Continued from Page 8) 

in combat. A Fisher House was built 
near the VA hospital in Dallas last 
year. The hospital provides care for 
veterans from North Texas and parts 
of Oklahoma and Louisiana. 

    Fundraising efforts are underway 
to build Fisher Houses in at least 15 
other cities. A volunteer group is in 
the process of raising money for a 
Fisher House that would be built 
next to the Alvin C. York VA 
Medical Center in Murfreesboro TN 
giving temporary lodging to patients 
who have to travel for treatment at 
VA hospitals there or in Nashville.  

    President Obama’s donation of 
$250,000 from his Nobel Peace Prize 
award will go in its entirety directly 
to supporting the Fisher Houses 
being built at Bethesda Naval 
Hospital and Dover Air Force Base. 
Of all other donations ninety-six 
cents of every dollar goes directly 
towards program costs. 

    For additional info on the Fisher 
House foundation refer to 
www.fisherhouse.org. 

Source: USA Today Clay Carey article  

 

 

 

 

Chapter Vision & Mission Statement 
 

Vision: 
To be the primary advocate for the military community 

 

Mission: 
 To be a major source of information, support and social engagement for 
the membership; 
 To provide programs and services for the common good of our military 
community; 
 To be a powerful voice supporting MOAA at the local, state and national 
levels.  

also add it was an evening for the 
Greens.  His wife, Kathy, won the 
drawing and received a seven night 
resort accommodation courtesy of 
MOAA Travel.  

    Let me conclude by noting that we 
now have a Historian for our chapter.  
She is Col Janice Edgerson, USA, 
(Ret), and she will be doing work in 
her own capable way starting with a 
chapter history.  Yours is a proud 
chapter, and we will be completing 50 
years in 2011 as a chartered member 
of MOAA.  Janice is putting some his-
tory together, and in October 2011 we 
will be hosting the Annual MOAA 
meeting right here in our city.  At that 
time we will also put together, through 
the great work of Cheryl Smith, a 50th 
Anniversary celebration somewhat 
coinciding with the MOAA Annual 
meeting that MOAA will be hosting. 

    Well, that draws to an end my re-
marks for this month; a busy month.  I 
am a proud servant, and I love Ameri-
ca, and I know each one of you do too.  
God Bless America..  

 

      LtCol Ed Marvin (Ret) 
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 Chapter Events Calendar 

Note: Events bolded are for the general membership and itali-
cized are for staff, though members are always welcome. 

Please call the office for details (210) 228-9955 

Ongoing:  

Cookie Angels delivering items to Warrior & Family Support Cen-
ter  

OCTOBER 

1 Volunteer Hours Due 

 5 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club 

 7 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

11 Columbus Day - Fly the Flag! 

20 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am 

21 Board Meeting 9:30am Ft Sam Golf Club 

21 Annual Business Meeting Luncheon Ft Sam Golf 
Club 

24 Solitaire’s Brunch 11am RAFB 

26 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 
Welcome) 

SEPTEMBER 

 1 Volunteer Hours Due 

 2 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

 6 Labor Day – Fly the Flag! 

 7 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club 

11 Patriot Day – Fly the Flag! 

15 Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am 

18 POW/MIA Recognition Day 

23 Chapter PicNic Oktoberfest 5:30pm Eberle Park 
Randolph AFB 

24 Lackland Retiree Appreciation Day 8am-12Noon 
Gateway Club 

26  Solitaire’s Brunch 11am Randolph AFB 

28 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 
Welcome) 

30 Randolph AFB Retiree Appreciation Day 
(tentative) 

NOVEMBER 

 1 Volunteer Hours Due 

 2 Solitaire’s Luncheon 11am Ft Sam Golf Club   

 4 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office 

10 Marine Corps Birthday 

10 Health Care Advisory Council Meeting  11:30am Lo-
cation TBD 

11 Veterans’ Day - Fly the Flag! 

11 Veterans’ Day Ceremony Ft Sam Houston Nation-
al Cemetery 9:30am 

17  Ft Sam Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am 

18 Chapter Luncheon Speaker Sig Christensen Ex-
press News Army Community Residence 

25 Thanksgiving - Fly the Flag! 

28 Solitaire’s Brunch 11 am Randolph AFB 

30 Extravaganza Sam Houston Club (Ft Sam Newcomers 
Welcome) 

 

DECEMBER 

 1 Volunteer Hours Due 

 3  Annual Chapter Planning Meeting 9am-3pm MOAA-
AC Office 

 7 Pearl Harbor Day 

10 Christmas Dinner Dance Randolph Parr Club 

11 Solitaire’s Christmas Party Linda Gayer’s House 

25 Christmas Day - Fly the Flag! 
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VOLUNTEER STAFF: 
PRESIDENT  LtCol Edward L. Marvin 
  elmarv@swbell.net 
EXEC VP Operations MAJ James R. Cunningham 
  jimbob48@sbcglobal.net 
VP ADMINISTRATION     (Open) 
VP PROGRAMS   (Open) 
VP MEMBERSHIP   LTC Randy Hoff 
  randyhoff106@hotmail.com 
SECRETARY   Col David Patrick 
  dwpatrick01@gmail.com 
TREASURER   Col Vaughn Caudill 
                   vaughn.caudill@us.army.mil 
SCHOLARSHIP        LTC Dan Cummings 
VP PERSONAL AFFAIRS Col Dave Padden 
DEPUTY PA Col Stuart Myers 
DEPUTY PA              LtCol Craig Erickson 
VP LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  Col Al Cote 
DEP LEG AFFAIRS  LtCol Ed LeFebvre 
VP PUBLIC RELATIONS  LtCol Cheryl Smith 
VP LOGISTICS LtCol Fred Koechley   
LEGAL COUNSEL   (Open) 
SOLITAIRES             Mavis Cleary 
CONSULTANT Maj Len Mull 
EDITOR   Col Kerry Green 
ASSISTANT EDITOR Col James Payne 
CHAPLAIN   LTC James Taylor 
PX/VAV/VAC Rep Susie Tolman 
TOPS OFFICER Col David Patrick 
WEB MASTER Col Bill Hudson 
HISTORIAN Col Janice Edgerson 
VOLUNTEER COORD.  Col Dale Vande Hey 
ADVERTISING COORD.  LtCol David Walker 
AFV SATELLITE COORD. LtCol Ginny Alloway 
DUTY OFFICERS:  Col Irene Collier 
   Col Stuart Myers 
   LtCol Jim Cuskey 
   LtCol Bill Polasek 
   LtCol Ed Waggoner 
    Floaters: LtCol Jim Webb 
                  CWO Barry Martin 

DIRECTORS:  
BG Robert Herring  LTC Jim Finch  
Col Ed McCarthy LTC John Gibbs 
Col Mac McDonald LTC Bill Goforth 
Col Frank Rohrbough LTC Sumner Hudson 
Col Lisa Skopal Mrs. Susie Tolman  
  

DIRECTORS EMERITUS    HONORARY DIRECTORS 
BG George Woodard          Gen Ralph Haines 
           Gen William McBride 
 
 

Statement of Publication 
The Lariat is the newsletter of the Military Officers Associa-
tion of America—Alamo Chapter.  It is published once each 
month to inform the membership of issues and activities of 
interest to all. 
MOAA-AC is a non-profit organization within the state of 
Texas organized to represent the membership and to support 
the activities of  the Texas Council of Chapters and  MOAA 
National. 
Advertising contained in the newsletter is not endorsed by 
the Chapter and does not represent any recommendation to 
the membership.  Opinions expressed in articles contained 
herein are not necessarily those of the membership as a 
whole or  the Chapter.  Questions should be directed to the 
Editor, at the Chapter office.   
 

 MOAA-AC  P.O. Box 340497 San Antonio, TX 78234 
   (210) 228-9955     moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 

Alamo Chapter 

Receiving The Lariat Online? 
If you would prefer to read your Lariat on-line rather than receive a printed 
copy, send us an email with the subject line as OLLO and we’ll gladly remove 
you from the printed version mailing list. 

    We will notify you by email when the new issue is available for viewing. 

Save paper, save postage, read it sooner, AND with color!! 
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F OR INFORMATION REGARDING 
OUR BY- LAWS,  S TRATEGIC P LAN,   

EVENTS CALENDAR AND PAST 
ISSUES OF THE LARIAT PLEASE 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:  

WWW. ALAMOMOAA. ORG 

Postmaster — please deliver by September 7th  
Time Sensitive Material 

Thursday October 21, 2010 
 

Chapter Luncheon  
Speaker: TBD 

 

Ft Sam Golf Club 
 

Social Hour begins 11am  - Lunch served approx 11:45am 

 
Menu (Indicate Choice) 

A)Cornbread Stuffed Pork Chop         B) Chicken Picatta 
Garden Salad with Ranch or Italian dressing  
Parsley Potatoes  & Green Beans Almandine 

Cherry Pie 
Coffee & Tea Service and $3 per glass honor wine bar  

Cost per person $15 
 

Enclosed: $______ 
 

RSVP by Noon Monday 18 October 
Reservations not cancelled by noon 19 Tuesday will be billed  

Non member Officers are welcome with paid reservations 

Name___________________________________ 

Guest:__________________________________ 
 Send reservation slip & check made payable to 

 MOAA-AC at P.O. Box 340497, San Antonio, TX 78234 
Call (210) 228-9955 with any questions. 

        

Thursday September 23rd, 
2010 

 

Chapter Picnic 
OKTOBERFEST  

Randolph AFB Eberle Park 
 

Social Mixer begins 5:30pm 
  Meal served approx 6pm 

 
Music by Rennie Guenther & Co 
    German style attire welcome! ! 

Menu (Revised) 
2 Varieties Bratwurst, German Fried Potatoes 

Red Cabbage 
Beverages included (water, soda, iced tea, wine, beer) 

Price per person:  $20.00 

Enclosed: $______ 
 

RSVP by Noon Monday 20 September 
Reservations not cancelled by noon Tuesday 21 will be billed  

Non member Officers are welcome with paid reservations 

Name___________________________________ 

Guest:__________________________________ 
 Send reservation slip & check made payable to 

 MOAA-AC at P.O. Box 340497, San Antonio, TX 78234 
Or RSVP by email to moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net 


