President’s Message

As the holiday season comes uf
us, | want to say Happy Holidays t
each member of our “new” MOAA
Alamo Chapter.

It has been a remarkably succe
ful year for your chapter and the rg
son is because we stay focused o
being “respectful of the past and fq
cused on the future.”

If you attended the annual meet
ing, you heard reports from our
Treasurer, from our Secretary and
from me. The reports were positiy
But, as the saying goes, we can al
ways do better. As you read this
issue of the Lariat, we will be deef
in planning for the year 2008. As
always, we would appreciate your
suggestions that we could incorpo
rate into our thinking. Let us know
how our chapter can be more resp
sive and better serve you.

Our dues statements will be goi
out shortly. We hope you will pro-
vide your dues payment as soon g
possible as your dues are the prin
source of funds that we use to opsg

ate your chapter. Additionally, we|
will ask for a good heart donation {

our scholarship program. We hav

enhanced our scholarship program t
pyear and, as you have heard me say
the past, the scholarship fund is a ve
worthy charitable causezvery penny
5goes to the recipient of the scholar-
ahip...one of the great young Ameri-
ncans who will continue to ensure the
peace and freedom in our country.
During the very busy month of No{ | conclude by stating that the su
Fvember your chapter was involved in| cess of our chapter can be attributg
so many things - from retiree days t¢to a dedicated, spirited, bright volu
orientations, to membership solicita- | teer leadership staff. 1 am so hon-
gions, to our luncheon, planning for thered and pleased to work with a te
-Christmas party and attending the V¢bf people who truly care about thei
erans Day Services at the Fort Sam | God, their country, their family and
Houston National Cemetery. who truly care about their fellow ve
As | attend each Memorial Day anferans. It is with great honor that |
Veterans Day ceremony at our Na- |serve your chapter as President arj
rtional Cemetery, | am ever mindful of look forward to giving my best effo
the great sacrifices that our fighting |in the year ahead. This is my pled
darces have made in the years past, | to you and | close by saying that |
they continue to make and will con- | hope that you have a healthy and
nignue to make in the future. | want to] successful year.
personally thank Gil Rodriguez, our | God bless you, each and every on
Deputy Executive Vice President ang
&y LeFebvre, our Deputy Legislative

hisffairs officer, for presenting our
wreath in honor of our veterans wh
rgerved and continue to serve our
great country. | ask every reader
do their best to attend the Memorig
Day or Veterans Day services at tH
cemetery It is inspiring beyond
words.
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Ft Sam National
Cemetery Veterans
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Chapter News and Notices

In Memoriam Volunteers

Needed!

\Can you spare some time? MOA
VEC needs you! Please help us m
this the best cha
G¥e need the follo

Legal Counsel
Friday Duty Officer
Assistant Webmaster
Assistant Editor
Assistant Membership Chairman
Assistant Programs Chairman
Historian

We received the news that the follo
ing members have passed away. \
wish to convey our sincere condo:
lences and best wishes to the famil wing:
and loved ones:
Col Janice Utt
October 18, 2007

Col Robert Hermanson
November 3, 2007

Transportation Coordinator
Gardener(s) for Red Cross Bldg
Active Duty Liaison Officers

Help Wanted

Plus, we always need helping hand
the bi-annual picnics (before and

=
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Cookie Angek
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hk

pter ever. Curreilypig Thank You to all the Cookie

Angels who sprinkled their wings
with flour last month or provided
needed items to bring good cheer
the soldiers:

Aina Blake
Irene Collier
Frank and Delores DeVille

Nita Felder

Susan Filipini
Dixie Flory

Barbara Horvath
Sue McCarthy

5 al Mac & Lori McDonald

O f-

As many of you realize, through t
wonderful generosity of the Americ
Red Cross, your MOAA Alamo Chay

ter is currently housed in their buildi
on Ft Sam Houston.

One of our great challenges this
year was to find another bed down
location for our chapter. Things wer|
looking really bleak until the Frank

_ ) Bo Mills
€er), the Retiree Days at the varigus Lolly Orlowski
ases, and the collection of items [for Frank & Helga Parks
the installation’s Family Centers. Phyllis Smith
Blease consider becoming a volunfeer Betty Thorpe
and call Walter Grinfield (210) 674- Susie Tolman
5659 or the MOAA-AC office (214 Phyllis Wallace
228-9955. Donna Weber
i Dot Wise

Dunn of the American Red Cross off
fered up space in their building for o
chapter to function in. It was a true
blessing.

Tom and Evelyn Woods

If you give to the WFAC, please c4
Susie Tolman (210) 654-0351 so

1
we

Now it is our turn to help them.
They are in need of volunteers to mgn Adopt a Program - WFSC
their duty desks at the Ft Sam station, The following items are needed by thy
the Randolph station and the Lacklahd Warrior and Family Support Center.
station. Please drop them off at either the MOA

So members, if you feel so inclindd, offices or take directly to WFSC.

and th|sh|_s vyherefy?]ur heart directs | anack items:Individual snack bags,
you at this time of the year, we Woulbi,ioq\yave popcorn, non peelable

request that you call Richard Rodri- - ;
guez at (210) 557-4531 (cell). fruit, canned fruit, canned soup

He is the Military Services Manag
for the American Red Cross in San
Antonio, and he will welcome your
call.

Our chapter thanks the Red Cros
and anyway we can help we will as |
is such a great organization.

HPersonal Items: Shaving & hair
products, feminine hygiene items, s
cream, body lotion, lip balm, dispos
able razors, hairbrushes, combs.

P Misc: New or used DVD's or CD's,
tdisposable cameras, phone cards.
school supplies, Holiday items,
Books of general interest.
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can add your name to the list.

On Line Lariat Only?

If you would prefer to read your

A ariat on-line rather than receive

printed copy, sent us an email wi
the subject line as OLLO and we’
gladly remove you from the printe
version mailing list. We will notif

you when the new issue is availat

for viewing.
n

Save paper, postage,
read it earlier AND in color!!




L EGISLATIVE REPORT

@i

I apologize for not submitting my column last mon
and | thank Trish Meserve and Gene Culp for improv
ing for me.

They did a very good job. Maybe I'll have to do th
again sometime, just not under the same circumstan
| was admitted into the hospital for surgery on Mondd
and released on Saturday without a gall bladder.

During my stay in the hospital I lost just over 20
pounds in weight, but have already started to gain sd
of that back after | started eating again.

In the meantime, the US Congress has been very
tive but has accomplished very little. For the first tim

in 20 years, Congress has failed to pass any appropni¥

tions bill before the start of the next fiscal year. The
State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP)
passed twice by the Congress and vetoed both timeg
President Bush because it contained provisions that
felt were too costly. It now appears that the majority

leaders intend to pass the act again with provisions t i
are unacceptable to the President and he is likely to yeto

the act again.

In the past | have often tried to explain the differend®

between the National Defense Authorization Act and
National Defense Appropriations Bill, and now | find i
even more confusing.

Congress is working to pass both bills at the same
time as well as a “continuing resolution” that will keef

the rest of the government running at last year’'s spem:FI

ing levels, and it is difficult keeping them all separate
out.

About four months ago the House approved the M
tary Construction and Veterans Affairs Appropriation
Bill and then attached it to the Labor, Health and Hur

Services Appropriations Bill which contained a plethq

of “pork” from both political parties. The combined bi
was then sent to the Senate for approval.

Due to a provision in Senate rules adopted in Se
ber of this year, Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison was
to use a ‘point of order’ to separate the two approprig
tion bills sending the Labor/HHS bill back to the Houg
without the Veterans bill attached.

The President had said he would veto the Labor/H
bill because it is over budget, but that he would sign
Military Construction and Veterans Affairs Bill. The
Labor/HHS Bill was vetoed on Tuesday, November 1
while the defense spending bill and the “continuing rd
lution” were signed into law.

The “continuing resolution” will allow continued op

[tgh up all of its appropriations and other work until mi

i

December.

T

ress and the Administration is H. R. 1495, The Wat
%esources Development Act of 2007. “To provide fo
)? e conservation and development of water and related
esources, to authorize the Secretary of the Army to ¢on-
struct various projects for improvements to rivers and
rﬂ rbors of the United States and for other purposes.”
This bill was introduced in the House in March, 2007.
é’g that time the estimated cost according to the Congfes-
| sional Budget Office was 6.7 billion dollars over a fivg
ear period, slightly over the amount the President h
asked for.
The bill was passed by the House in May 2007 with an
imated cost of 8.1 billion dollars. The final bill, aft
Ef/e House/Senate conference report, had an estimated
ive year cost of 11.2 billion dollars. The President ve
ed the bill because it was too costly.

t

d

vV

—

on November 8. | have heard several examples of ea
arks (pork) contained in the bill.
X ePartisan politics have always been with us in WasH
tPon D.C. As an organization that works with the mem
bers of all political parties for the benefit of the militan
community, MOAA stays out of the partisan fights.
MOAA National has done its best to carefully walk
afe line between the two major political parties. | bef
eve they have done an admirable job and have suc-
ceeded in not antagonizing the members of either pa
|ji. 1 would like to be able to do the same. However, |
\{hat politicians don’t seem to be trying to do what is b
’f‘%q the country. They all seem to be more interested
I%aying “gotcha” against the other party in order to ad
vance their own party’s agenda and don’t seem to cafe
what happens to our country. They don’t seem to cafe
at their actions, or lack of action, damage our country’s

ty.
feel
est
n

-,

n)

putation and standing with the other countries of th¢
‘world.

It also means that nothing gets done here at home
(a’\ink it is time for us average citizens to speak out.
IHSIf you agree with me, then next time you have occa
i talk to or send an email to a politician let him/her ki
that you are fed-up with all the partisanship and want
Sthem to take actions that advance our country and nd

L down.

1sion
now

t tear

14

erations of other federal agencies through December

— a good indication that Congress doesn’t expect to fln-

3
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VP Membership

While heading into the holiday seg-
son; | am reminded of the many blegs-
ings we have. Here, at MOAA, I fing
that we (the Alamo Chapter) are
blessed with great people.

Christmas is, traditionally, a time fo
think about the meaning of family,
friends, and of the true meaning of
“life’ itself. | find it very appropriate,
as your vice president for membersh
to thank all of you who helped with
the recruiting this past year.

We are making strides to bring oy
chapter back to the 5-star ranking, W
held in the past. This has, definitely,
happened because of your efforts.

Our chapter’'s “family of members
are aware that we must always defe
what is important, fair, and rightful;
working towards protecting our men
and women in uniform. Their sacri-
fices are what allow us to celebrate the
Holidays, and secure the many free-
doms we cherish.

Please, as you celebrate the holi-
day(s), and the beginning of a new
year; be mindful that we (MOAA)
play a vital part in insuring that our
service members, past and present,
receive their "benefits’ and are neve
forgotten.

As always, thank you, members gf
the Alamo Chapter, for continuing to
do all you've been doing, and are cg
tinuing to do; in keeping the Alamo
Chapter alive and going strong, for &
it supports and represents, for past and
future generations.

pu

=
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Recruiting Tally

Welcome
New Members!

Where do School Desks
come from?

BG James Gilman
Col Watson Burnfield
Col Upendra Kharod

Col Sid Trawick
LTC Lovett Anyachebelu
LTC Karen Chambers
LTC Vicente DeJesus
LtCol Steven Erhardt
LtCol Katrina Glavan-Heise
LTC Robert Guerin
LtCol Dale Johnson
LTC Astrid Labotenz
LTC Jerry Muldowney
LtCol Chris Schweinsberg

LTC Miriam Spells

LTC Bryan Teague
LTC Steve Waxman

Maj Patricia Albers-Rendessy

Maj Adrienne Ari

MAJ Wayne Garcia
MAJ Christopher Hayes
Maj Christopher Herring
Maj Walter Isaacs
MAJ Scott Peachey
MAJ Paul Rendessy
Maj Eric Schmacker

Cpt John Goodrich
Cpt Marilyn Macalos
CPT Isabel Ramirez

Cpt Reis Reitz
Cpt Bridget Washington
Cpt Maria Yates
2Lt Sherrilynne Cherry
2LT Caro Rivera
2Lt Sean Spanbauer
2Lt Mary Staudter
1Lt Harry Langley
1Lt Michelle Racicot

CWS5 Susan Farrell
CW4 Don Sammons

CWa3 Art Distelrath

CW3 Sharon Wray

Back in September of 2005, on the
first day of school, Martha Cothren, a
social studies school teacher at Robin
High School in Little Rock, did some-
thing not to be forgotten.

On the first day of school, with the
permission of the school superintende
the principal and the building supervis
she removed all of the desks out of hg
classroom.

When the first period kids entered tfi
room they discovered that there were
no desks. Looking around, confused,
they asked,

"Ms. Cothren, where're our desks?"

She replied, "You can't have a desk u
you tell me what you have done to
earn the right to sit at a desk."

They thought, "Well, maybe it's our
grades."

"No," she said.

"No, it's not even your behavior.

And so, they came and went, the first
period, second period, third period. S
no desks in the classroom.

By early afternoon television news
crews had started gathering in Ms. Ca
thren's classroom to report about this
crazy teacher who had taken all the
desks out of her room.

The final period of the day came and 4
the puzzled students found seats on tl
floor of the deskless classroom.

Martha Cothren said, "Throughout the
day no one has been able to tell me ju
what he/she has done to earn the righ

Maybe it's our behavior." She told thein,

son

e

ntil

RS
ne

Jim Cunningham 21 sit at the desks that are ordinarily foun
Ed Marvin 9 Mrs Elizabeth Ruda in this classroom. Now | am going to t
Len Mull 5 you."
Stu Myers 3 At this point, Martha Cothren went ovq
You should all have your chapte '
Josh Welch 2
Gil Rodriguez 1 information by now, please call thet:) the door of her classroom and oper|
Mary Gossage 1 duty officers if you have any ques At
tions. (Continued on Page 5)
(From applications received Oct 15 thru Nov 15)
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School Desks
(Continued from Page 4)

Twenty-seven (27) U.S. Veterans,

all

Exec VP’s Corner

in uniforms, walked into that class-
room, each one carrying a school
desk. The Vets began placing the
school desks in rows, and then the
would walk over and stand alongsi
the wall.

By the time the last soldier had set|
the final desk in place those kids

started to understand, perhaps for
first time in their lives, just how the
right to sit at those desks had beer
earned.

Martha said, "You didn't earn the

right to sit at these desks. These h
roes did it for you. They placed the
desks here for you. Now, it's up to
you to sit in them. It is your respon
bility to learn, to be good students,

be good citizens. They paid the pri &
so that you could have the freedonj

to get an education. Don't ever forg
it."

By the way, this is a true story.... If
you can read this, thank a teacher.
you read it in English, thank a sol-
dier.

Source: From an email sent in by chapter
member Richard Wolff.

This past month has seen a lot
activity within the chapter. | thank
all of you who voted and/or encou

Vs

e )
In the recent elections.

It passed handily and was one (¢
the legislative objectives which thg
MOAA Texas Council of Chapters
ftiee Texas Veteran's Coalition and
others had been pushing for prope
tax relief to veterans with 100% dis
ability in Texas. This was one of
several things that we achieved ag
| result of this past Texas legislative
session.
Retiree Appreciation Days were
sheld at Lackland AFB, Randolph
FB and Ft Sam Houston. Our
,Ohapter participated in all of them,
[getting information out about

OAA and our local chapter activ-
ity. In addition, we signed on man
new members to the chapter and
part of the Give Me Ten program
Which National MOAA has been
encouraging.

We also were represented at th
Texas Veterans Commission and
Texas Land Board Benefits fair the
day after Lackland’s program. |

Grateful thanks are offered to thq
following:

LtCol Ed Marvin - scholarship dong
tion as a memorial to LtCol Norris
Yates, and donation of office sup-
plies

MAJ Jim Cunningham - donation o
new office phones

hope you attended one or more of
these events.

The Alamo Chapter is becoming
more and more involved in volunte
activities throughout our military
community. Recently, the Alamo

the Texas Council of Chapters wh
had been contacted by MOAA Na-
tional. A young warrior and his wifg
lwere going through an unimaginal

help! First, the young man was in;
jured in Baghdad by an IED and is
recuperating at BAMC suffering
with Traumatic Brain Injury. His
fwife, who was still in El Paso at Ft
Bliss, was on her way to visit him
with their three children. She was

their children dying immediately.

ged people to vote for Propositiopathed. A plea was issued by Opel

Chapter received a call for help frgresearch solutions to problems that

series of tragedies and needed urgeatronize on a regular basis.

an accident which resulted in two ¢f

pT he gravely injured third child was
medically evacuated by helicopter to
-Dallas. She came away physically u

tion Homefront here in San Antonio
fNational MOAA who in turn asked th
Texas Council of Chapters to do wha
they could to help this couple.

The Alamo Chapter contacted Op
reyation Home Front and found they
swere having a hard time finding hous
ing for the wife which would permit
her be here with her husband. We ¢

Sam) and told them of the situation.
The next day they let us know that th
could offer the couple a brand new t
bedroom home on post.

The beauty of this was that when
called the Operation Home Front rep
entative to tell her, the young wife
svas just arriving at Fort Sam Housto
from Dallas where she had been witl
her last surviving child until he passeg

away. She and her husband were

bshown the house and they gratefully
accepted it. They will be able to stay
there until he is recovered. These a
the kind of things that we can do for

We will have many other opportun
ties for volunteers in the future. Kee
en mind, volunteering does not neceg
sarily mean that you have to physica|
do something. It may just be helping

dhese young warriors and their famili
are encountering. It may be helping
psolicit services for them that are free
lat low cost from businesses that you

The Alamo Chapter is being recog
nized more and more within our com
munity as an organization which is
helping a great deal. We need to co
tinue and expand our efforts! If you
are inclined to volunteer in any way,
iplease let us know.

1

e
it

ferred with Lincoln Military Properties
(the builders of on-post housing at F{.

our young warriors and their families|

a-
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(Continued on Page 14)
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JROTC/ROTC
2008

VA Voluntary Services
Quarterly Meeting

HCAC Update

‘Tis the time of year | start putting
file tabs on folders, cleaning out my

Our VAVS representative, Susie T
man, provided the following inform

old files for 2007 and writing letters fion from the meeting held Septem

some 50+ high schools and collegeq

start the 2008 JROTC and ROTC re}

guest for MOAA medals.

Last year, our chapter provided 54
medals to ROTC/ JROTC cadets
across San Antonio, Laredo, Rio
Grande City Eagle Pass and others
the South Texas area. New schoolg
are being constructed every year an
we will probably add another two in
2008. All volunteer presenters from
the chapter greatly enjoyed the expd
ence and saw, first hand, how JROT
brings out the best in leadership qug
ties among our young men and
women.

&' at Audie L. Murphy Hospital:

Acting Director Andrew Welch an-
nounced that funding has been ap-
proved to greatly expand the Soutk
Texas Outpatient Clinics.

el

@. The facility at Harlingen will be

called South Texas VA Health Car
fCenter (STHCC) rather than being
designated an outpatient clinic. In

ihe VA will be able to provide up to
©5% of veterans’ health care need
[this center rather than having them
travel the long distance to San Ant
nio. The Harlingen Health Care Ce¢

Requests for medals and certificajésr will provide medical, surgical,

will begin arriving in our chapter of-
fice sometime in January and will cg
tinue into May.

As | did last year, | am asking me

specialized and diagnostic care se
nsices, including CT scanning and
MRI's, for the veterans of the Rio

bers to volunteer to go to area schodkal care will be available on a con-

to present medals and certificates.

After reading this article, if you think
you would like to assist again or par
ticipate for the first time, | am happy

to accept your name and phone nun

ber.

I will consult with you and ask yoy

preference(s) when the time comes.
After January 18the chapter office
will keep an up-to-date calendar of
these events which is available for
your perusal whenever the office is
open. We begin lining up volunteers
about a week after receipt of the lettg
indicating the time and place of the
ceremony or ceremony and dinner.
You can reach me through the chap
office or by calling my home
(210/493-8392) or my cell phone
(210/386-4181).

My preferred method is via e-mail
atgilfly@earthlink.net Here’s to an-
other year of great experiences with
our young MOAA leaders of tomor-
row!

tract basis with local hospitals.

b. The McAllen Community-Based
Outpatient Clinic (CBOC) will also
have additional services available
December 2007, including expand
mental health (specialized services
'for PTSD and other issues), outpa-
tient dermatology and colonoscopy
services. Many of the McAllen
CBOC will be able to have their spg
cialized testing and ambulatory sui}
geries performed at the Harlingen
STHCC instead of being schedulec
Flor the Audie L. Murphy Division.

c. The Corpus Christi Community-
have expanded mental health ser-

By December, 2008, Cardiology,
Pulmonary, Dermatology, Endocri-

specialized services will be availab
Inpatient care for short stay admis-
sions will also be done on a contra
basis in the Corpus Christi area.

pEd Note: Dr. (Col) Stuart Myers is ou
hrepresentative on the Fort Sam Houst
bidealthcare Consumer Advisory Count

Emajor part of the meeting dealt with th

the next few years, it is expected th

L the continuing need for providing the

DWarriors in Transition (WT).
n_

HCAC meeting, the "BAMC Access td

r{srande Valley area. Inpatient hosp|-

)§AMC; 9. TRICARE Prime enrolled t
bFAMSM (San Antonio Multi-Service

&ased Outpatient Clinic (CPOC) wlll

vices available by December, 20079.

nology, Urology and OphthalmologyThe "Army Provider-Level Satisfactior
&urvey (APLSS) showed a BAMC sef

rthe most recent 12-week period.

cil. His report of the November Coun
meeting follows.

The FSH Healthcare Consumer Ad
sory Council (HCAC), chaired by BG
Gilman, BAMC Commanding Genera
convened on November 13th. While

active duty force, topics which impact
r?tlrees and their dependents were di
cussed BG Gilman, as before, stress

best possible medical services for ouf

As had been provided at the previg

Care Priorities" were listed. Of the 12
atient categories, the first three are
T/WTU, and the next four include
AIT students and active duty permane
party personnel. The last five catego

are: 8. TRICARE Prime enrolled to

Market); 10. TRICARE Prime enrolle
to MTFs in GPRMC (Great Plains Re;
gional Medical Community) 11. Non{
| TRICARE Prime referrals with GME
'value and 12. Space Available
(TRICARE Standard, TRICARE Extra|
TRICARE Plus, TRICARE For Life.).

Access to Care (ATC) standards for
TRICARE are: 1. Urgent Care — 24
hours, 2. Routine Primary Care —7 ¢

endar days, and 3. Specialty Care — P

calendar days.

vice satisfaction level of over 90% for

(Continued on Page 7)
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HCAC
(Continued from Page 6)

Personal AAs a consequence of BRA

initiatives, the next three years will seq %‘3
parking turbulence because of the varf=

ous building projects which are under-
way or about to be started. Plans call

reserving BAMC adjacent parking for
patients only.

Flu Vaccine will be available in out-

patient clinics beginning November
26th. Both the Flu Shot and Flu Mist

(nasal spray) vaccines will be availabl
for all beneficiaries. For more informa
tion about influenza disease and vacc

tion visit HTTP://www.cdc.gov/flu/.

!

Solitaires

o7
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It has been my privilege to serve
the leader of the M.O.A.A. Chapter
Alamo Chapter's singles group, cal
the Solitaires for the last three year|
Betty Berry and Laura Ecuyer will b

. They have some great ideas, and |
[sure the Solitaires will benefit great
[ from their leadership.
na-

Many thanks must be given to th
members who have "stepped up” a
made my job possible.

Need an idea for a
Christmas Gift??

How about a
MOAA-AC Polo
Shirt?

To purchase, stop by the office any
weekday morning. The price of the

shirt is $25.00.

treat a friend or two to a seat at the|

MOAA-AC Christmas
Party on December 5th. Good

food, good company and guarantee

good cheer!

Len Mull - for the monthly articles
for the Lariat making reading the

seeing what he would come up with
each month.

Jan Rund - for the lovely table decd
ration at the Ft. Sam Club each
month, as well as being a caller.
Irene Collier - for sending cards to
sick members, or cards of sympath
to families of lost loved ones.
Robbie Haag for the monthly reser-
vations for Randolph Officers Club
Brunches, a caller, hosting a New
Year's Day potluck, and great advig

Walter Grinfield - for making reser-

all of the Solitaires activities.

Susie Tolman - for her many pot-
lucks, and support in many ways.

Rhoda Philby - for her support.
For the ladies who opened their

jRose Olson, Susie Tolman, Kip

sharing this honor starting in Januaydent of the M.O.A.A.-Alamo Chap-

Eterribly sorry.

vations for the Ft. Sam Club, a callg
and wearing many hats in support (

homes for our potlucks: Robbie Haqg

Norma Breedlove and Linda Gayer

For the callers who have been so

faithful to take the reservations eac
month: Mae Sapp, Doweene Dilling
ham, Liz Nelson, Betty Mills, Uy-
&dnda Slager, Robbie Haag, Jan

gdrinfield, Mary Gossage.

D

d astly, thanks to Ed Marvin, Presi-

&or, the staff, Trish Meserve, and E(
WcCarthy, past President.

If I have overlooked anyone, | am

hd
The November Brunch will be at thq
Randolph Officers' Club on 25 No-
vember, 2007.

8 December we will have our Chris

Solitaires news fun! Always enjoyedlmas Potluck at Linda Gayer's home.

Call if you need a map. No luncheo
at Ft. Sam Club. No brunch in De-
cember.

No Luncheon in January at Ft. Sam
Club. Brunch 27 January 2008

~

like to eat, chat, make new friends, ex-
perience or provide sometimes brief im
promptu or scheduled interesting demg
strations, talks, or discussions, whethe
6ou are: visiting the area; active duty o
retired; widowed or divorced; the SOLI
TAIRES is the group for you.

r,

f — This is a wonderful opportunity to
enjoy camaraderie with other single me
and ladies whose backgrounds and ex
periences are or have been with the m
tary.

=

Rund, Cleo Jenkins, Jan Rund, Walt

— If you are a single man or lady andl

er

U

>

n_

11

Wooldridge Carpenter, Betty Mills,

7
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Chapter Events Calendar

3 Volunteer Hours Due 7

5 Volunteer Advisory Council Mtg 9am € Ha

5 Christmas Party 6:30pm Randolph O Club i New K
6

6

{
Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office Year‘
VA Volunteers Meeting 1pm

2 Volunteer Hours Due

(0]

Solitaire’s Pot Luck L Gayer's Home
2 Remove VA Hospital decorations

3 Staff Meeting 9am MOAA-AC Office
23 Lariat to Printer
24 Membership Luncheon AFV Il 11am
27 Solitaire Brunch Randolph O Club 11am

12 Volunteer Advisory Council 9am
13 PX Commissary Mtg

15 Planning Meeting

17 Lariat Article deadline

20 Lariat to Printer
Ongoing:
Cookie Angels delivering to Warriors & Family Support Center Ongoing:

Note: Eventdolded are for thegeneral membershipanditali- Cookie Angels delivering to Warriors & Family Support Center
cizedare forstaff though members are always welcome. | ROTC Presenters needed
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An Chat With LTC Sumner Hudson USA (Ret)

pjoe” Stilwell's driver was on vacatiq
and he was in need of a driver.

Sumner Hudson has been a memb
of Alamo Chapter for twenty five

cated land from lumber yards, gymnd
ums and fairgrounds. It was someth

years and has held a variety of leac
ership positions within the chapter.
He currently serves on the Board o
Directors. The interview was con-

ducted in two sessions; the first by
chapter President, Ed Marvin and thproached the car. | met Mrs. Stillw
second by the Editor, Gene Culp. |on a return trip from Los Angeles.
Space limitations have necessitateqsat and talked while eating the sa
some editing of Sumner’'s commen{aviches she had made. | drove for
for 30 days until the other driver ca
hack.

thought it strange they picked me
from the regiment. They showed
the car which was a Dodge. | lear
that day that even as a driver you
luted every time the General

| was born May 23, 1922 on
farm near Clear Lake 1A, 28 milgs The day before Pearl Harb
from the Minnesota border | wentlifour of us were on pass in Carm
the service on October 4, 1940 aq @alifornia. We had our pup tents
enlisted man. | was a buck priv
and they found out that | had takgnorning. We decided about 11

v
weren’t expected back until Mona}tp

buhad never even heard about but | 9
earned fast. We got all the way do
¢éol Santa Barbara and that was the
s#-the trip there. We went back to P¢
pama CA where the 17Inf HQ was
Ibcated and gave the papers to now
amilton. Later, | was called into |
ice and he said, “We're going

imake you the battalion supply serge
iEhe 3¢ battalion is going down to Bu
lingame CA and there’'s a race trg
pdown there. We've already arrang
d@hat your office will be in the bettin
ndows area. Until they decide wik
do, that's where it's going to be.”
hmave to say that was the softest jg

typing, shorthand and bookkeeping funday to pack up and had a drink
high school. During basic trainingg sandwich at the Coach and Ho

my company commander, Captflrefore we left. The bartender inqui

Steven S. Hamilton, called me irjt@s to whether we were GI's and toldjasd forth between San Mateo CA 4
e had to get back to Fort Ord rigigan Francisco (the Presidio) to get g
to his S4 office that evening at 7pn]@way. Somebody had said the Jqmdies almost every other day.

didn’t even know what S4 was at thaese had bombed Pearl Harbor. Upon
ur return, there were cars parked|B#d to come out that Tivould be

his office. He told me to come o

time).  Bill Booth told me that
was where all the supplies were fover the place and we ended up w;
the entire regiment. | rememkiéng back about a mile. In the officg
walking into a huge building whigiooked as if it was a normal work da
had only one light. Captain Hamiltpn | was sent on an advance pg
asked me to type a three page me¢tnotake over land for the T7nfantry
for him in triplicate. |1 made an errpirom Eureka Ca to Santa Barbara
on the first page and two on the thjithe lieutenant in charge arrived at
but erased them as carefully afGolden Gate Bridge on theé"7 We
could. | took the memo over to hfwere stopped even though we ha
and he looked at it, held it up tol@ommand car and there were four o
light and saw the fixed errors. He shid there. The general in charge of
that as soon | got through with b
training in about 2 weeks that
should go to work for him in S4.

and our instructions were to guard
bridge. We had our warm overco

In those days you receivgdn and M1 rifles with orders to shq
orders verbally — there wasn't ajgubmarines! Kind of like shooting

West Coast defenses had taken ¢hwan like that. He said, “l don't think

bngld and | had complete control a
gecialist Third Class | had complq
ntrol over the trucks that went b3

Next, | found out that orders

heading out; the first place was Attu
Alaska. | was again called in by Col.
Hamilton and he said, “Are you ready
ity go?” | said, “Yes, sir.” “Well,” he
said, “l want you to down to the com-
(Jsny area and pack all your clothes.
heave your civilian clothes in a specii
box and bring your military clothes ug
thare.” So | said, “Well, sir, what's
biappening?” and | had gotten to the
Hipeint where | actually could talk with

lien going to tell you. Just go down af
bifo what | said.” Okay, | did. When |
@jot back to the office, he said, “My

driver's going to take you to San Luis

TDY like today. Capt. HamiltopBB gun at someone! The mission
asked if | could drive a car. He pjdo protect the shore line and there
ceeded to tell me that this was a Jé&-man every 50 yards down to S
bal order, no paperwork or anythingarbara so that every man was in
and his driver would take me over|tact verbally with the next man.
the 17" Div Hg. | was to talk to thghad to fill in until the MP battalio
Sergeant Major who in those df;@uld arrive. At six o’clock in th
was a Master Sergeant. | reporterm@rning the battalion arrived and

him as PFC Hudson. He said it wa¢ere released.

fairly confidential. General “IndialDuring almost a full week, we confi

@bispo. You'll get further instructions
re.” In those days, you had a lot @
rdeders which were called silent order
)Fhere were no records made. | did &
Be told me. Even the driver didn’t

know what was going on. | reported
o the Sergeant Major in San Luis

M@bispo and he said, “Well, you finally
made it, eh? We’ve been waiting for

P(Continued on Page 10)
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Benefits, Health & Welfare

VA Voluntary Services

Shingles Vaccine

Following a Centers for Disease Conguestions, please contact your prima

trol and Prevention (CDC) recomme
dation on 19 Oct 07, Tricare now co
ers Zostavax, the vaccine designed
prevent shingles for beneficiaries 60
years of age and older.

Shingles is a painful viral disease th
affects more than one million Ameri-
cans every year. More than half of
those cases happen in people age §
and older. Shingles is caused by thg
varicella-zoster virus, the same virus

that causes chickenpox in children. [tSource:
remains in the body for decades, slggf,

ing in nerve cells along the spinal cd
umn. A shingles rash usually appea
on one side of the face or body and
between two and four weeks. It is

painful and can be accompanied by
fever, headache, chills and upset stq
ach. The CDC recommends a single
dose of shingles vaccine for everyor
age 60 and over. Tricare covers all
immunizations recommended by thg
CDC. For more information on shin-

gles and the vaccine, refer to the CL 51

Web site www.cdc.gov/vaccines

According to the CDC, a person
should not get the shingles vaccine
who:

1) has ever had a life-threatening all
gic reaction to gelatin, the antibiotic
neomycin or have any severe allergi
2) has a weakened immune system
because of: HIV/AIDS or another dig

resource. If you have any concerns

Quarterly Meeting

DI

heare provider.

[BAMC provides the Shingles Vaccin
in the Immunization Clinic, located o
the Third Floor of the Outpatient

heClinic Entrance. Hours: Mon, Tue,

3.45 p.m. Wed, Fri. 7:30 a.m. -11:30
(a.m. Bring your Military ID card. An
appointment is not required.

Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

vw.cdc.gov
[BAMC, Immunization Clinic

S
ast
Returning Heroes Home

*kkk

The Returning Heroes Home is the
Mame of the new WFSC being con-

&t. Sam Houston and helps Wounds
Warriors and their families heal and
reconnect their livesThe new build-
ing, financed by private donations
will be handed over to the Army

tion go to
www.returningheroeshome.org
Or mail your tax deductible dona
Hiion to P.O. Box 202194, Dallas,
TX 75320. Make checks payablg
® Returning Heroes Home.

*kkk

Thur. 7:30 a.m.-11:30 am & 1:15 p.m

once complete. For more informg

'Sur VAVS representative, Susie Tol
man, provided the following informa
tion from the meeting held Septemb

5™ at Audie L. Murphy Hospital: Act

r]ng Director Andrew Welch an-
nounced that funding has been ap-
proved to greatly expand the South

Texas Outpatient Clinics.

a. The facility at Harlingen
will be called South Texas VA Healt
Care Center (STHCC) rather than b
ing designated an outpatient clinic.
the next few years, it is expected th4
the VA will be able to provide up to
95% of veterans’ health care needs
this center rather than having them
travel the long distance to San Antof
nio. The Harlingen Health Care Cern

ncluding CT scanning and MRI’s, fo
he veterans of the Rio Grande Vallg
area. Inpatient hospital care will be

hospitals.

. b. The McAllen Community-
Based Outpatient Clinic (CBOC) will
also have additional services availal
by December 2007, including ex-

panded mental health (specialized g
vices for PTSD and other issues), ot
patient dermatology and colonoscop
services. Many of the McAllen CBO
will be able to have their specialized

ease that affects the immune syste
3) received treatment with drugs th
affect the immune system, such as
steroids; cancer treatment such as r
diation or chemotherapy; a history o
cancer affecting the bone marrow of
lymphatic system, such as leukemial
lymphoma.

4) has active, untreated tuberculosig
5) is pregnant, or might be pregnant
Women should not become pregnatri
until at least three months after getti
the shingles vaccine.

This column is intended to provide
information and not serve as a medi

Sumner Hudson
(Continued from Page 9)

you.” | said, “What’s going on?” He
Psaid, “We've got approval for you to
go to OCS, Officer Candidate Schog
| said, “I didn't apply for that!”
®Well,” he said, “l was told you'd
probably be wondering what's going
-on.” He said, “Col Steven S. Hamilt
forged your name to the application.
tyou're going to Francis E. Warren tq
'§chool.” | said, “I don’t know what

as he’s involved, I'll take it.”
20 BE CONTINUED

the hell is going on here, but, as long

testing and ambulatory surgeries pe
formed at the Harlingen STHCC in-
stead of being scheduled for the Aug
L. Murphy Division.

c. The Corpus Christi Comm
nity-Based Outpatient Clinic (CPOC
will have expanded mental health s¢
vices available by December, 2007.
DRy December, 2008, Cardiology, Pu
monary, Dermatology, Endocrinolog
Urology and Ophthalmology special;
ized services will be available. Inpa
tient care for short stay admissions
will also be done on a contract basig
the Corpus Christi area.

*kkk

ter will provide medical, surgical, spé

structed near BAMC on the campus a&ialized and diagnostic care service$

available on a contract basis with lo¢

11%

—
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Benefits of Membership

Our monthly newsletter, the
Lariat which includes a calendar of
events, is sent to each member, and
includes both MOAA and Alamo
Chapter news. Stay informed!

Monthly luncheons, which
rotate between the Randolph, Fort
Sam Houston, and Lackland
service clubs, feature informative
speakers and are also open to
guests.

Benefit information of all
kinds is provided through the
Alamo Chapter. We have an
experienced Vice President of
Personal Affairs who can give
quick answers to your and family
members’ questions, or who can
research the more complex issues.

The opportunity to enjoy the
camaraderie of meeting fellow
chapter members and their guests.
We also plan for various social
events, open to families and guests.
In addition, our chapter features a
singles group called the Solitaires,
some of who are surviving spouses.
The Solitaires have a busy social
calendar.

Automatic enrollment in
MOAA national for one year,
which includes the MOAA
magazine, th#ilitary Officer.

Make your voice heard on
proposed state and national military
legislation which may affect you
and your family. Both the Alamo
Chapter and MOAA national
welcome your views!

Enjoy many benefits,
discounts, and services, to include
career planning. The Alamo
Chapter also provides college
scholarships to those who qualify.
MOAA Travel helps you plan that
great getaway, and is available for
members.

The Lariat December 2007

Referred by:

TheGive Me 10! Campaignoffers some new options for membership. Two ogtithe second with a sub
option) for joining are available:

1. You can join the local MOAA chapter (the AlaiBbapter) for one year membership for the price of
$25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse) antkiee one year free membership in MOAA Nationah(t
already a member). Please fill out the local chapiembership application form. Please make outeglcfor
$25.00 ($15.00 auxiliary membesyable to MOAA-AC andmail the form and check to our local chapter
office.

2. You can join MOAA National receiving two yeargmbership for the normal price of one year - $27.
($24.00 auxiliary - surviving spouse). Pleasedilt the local chapter membership application fdPtease make
out a check for $27.00 ($24.00) (or Life Member gjpayable to MOAA andmail the form and check to our
local chapter office We will then initiate an additional separate oaéil form for you and forward it and your
MOAA National check to the national headquarters.

2.a. Then if you choose, you can additionally jie local MOAA chapter (the Alamo Chapter) foeon
year membership for the price of $25.00 ($15.00l@ny - surviving spouse). Please make out a sepatheck
for $25.00 ($15.00payable to MOAA-AC and include it with the form and check describregaragraph 2
above.

Membership Application
(Annual Membership — renews January 1)
Are you a member of MOAA National?

Military Officers Association of America
Alamo Chapter

Circle Status: Commissioned & Warrant Officerabhfservices - Active, Reserves,
former, or Retired, National Guard, NOAA, PHS, Svov.

Name
(Print) Last First MI Spouse
Residence Address City State Zip
Rank/Grade Service Date of Birth
Home phone Business phone
Civilian/Military Occupation
Firm/Unit E-mail*

* May we have your permission to publish this imfation in the Chapter Membership
Directory?

(*This directory and your e-mail address are exgkly for the use of the chapter and
will not be sold or used for any other purpose tblaapter communications and/or board
approved activity.)

Would you like to access our monthly newsletter gTltariat) at our website versus
having it mailed to you?

Would you be interested in being active in chaptéunteer activity?

In what area(s) would you like to assist (e.g., fentecruiting, personal affairs,
JROTC awards, public relations, programs & evestisne calling, other or wherever
the need is greatest)?

Signature Date

CHARITABLE OUTREACH PROGRAM

Please accept my tax-deductible donation of: $ to (check one)
# Outreach Fund As designated by the dl@hmapter

# a fund for a yearly college scholarship and ottritable programs and services.

Send To:
MOAA-AC, P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, Tx 78208-0037

For questions please call (210) 228-9955 or e-maifioaa-ac@shcglobal.net
Also visit our chapter’s website at www.alamomoaarg

Please feel free to copy and provide this form
to prospective members.

12
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Exec VP’s Corner
(Continued from Page 5)

The Defense Appropriations Bill
has been signed into law. Among th
items of interest that are now law is:

$459 billion for the Department d
Defense, $39.7 billion above 2007.

$23.5 billion for Defense Health
Programs. $918 million more than t
President’s budget. This also fully
funds the $1.9 billion shortfall in TRI
CARE, which will prevent any in-
creases in co-pays.

Adds $70 million to fund pro-
grams for the Dignified Treatment of
Wounded Warriors Act.

Increases military pay 3.5% for g
service members. This is .5% more
than the President’s request.

Increased the end strength of the

Army by 7,000; Marines by 5,000 arn
the National Guard by 1,300.

Adds $900 million for the Na-
tional Guard and Reserves to procu
new and better equipment since the
have been depleted by the continuin
conflict.

$2.6 billion for additional military

care providers.
Increased funding for body armor.

The Defense Authorization Bill has
ot been completed and probably will
not be until after Thanksgiving. The
fAuthorization Bill includes law change
needed to authorize troop levels, wea
ons procurement, new programs and
Lhehanges in pay and benefits.

The President has also signed a ne
law authorizing a COLA increase of
2.3%. The COLA change applies to M
disability payments, military retired pa
DIC and Social Security. He also sign
another bill authorizing suicide preven
tion measures for veterans. This will
|[pddress training, screening and tracki

s
D

D-

W

(

tal illnesses, including PTSD.

Hope that you all had a grand Than
giving and will have an equally wondef-
ful Christmas. | hope to see many of

h

dVednesday, December 5 at the
rRandolph Officers Club.

9

n n

family counselors, teachers and day

A

H

'th
veterans at risk for suicide or other me s}

by an awards dinner in the clU
‘Touse.

you at our Christmas Dinner and Danc éeeds going to the chapter's Scho

service organizations.

future editions of the Lariat for mo
detailed information.

Attention Golfers!

5t

he Alamo Chapter will host its fir
nnual MOAA-AC Golf Tournad
ent on Friday, March 382008 a
e Fort Sam Houston Golf CIL
Loma course).

Play (four person scramble f
at) will begin at 1:00pm with
hotgun start and will be followg

b

Dr-
a
2d
b-
Entry fee is $75.00 with net pro-
ar-
hip Fund and other local military

ck
re

Mark your calendar and che
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Jan
Luncheo

uary
n Speaker

Col Kerry Green USAF
(Ret)
Air Force Villages

Colonel Kerry Green came to the
Air Force Villages in December
2001 and currently serves as Exeg
tive Director for Corporate Affairs.
He holds a Bachelor of Science de
gree in Business Administration
from Auburn University and a Mas;
ters Degree in Education from Troy
State University.

Kerry served 24 years in the Air

Force after receiving his commissipn ) ]
meeting will be held at the A

through the ROTC program at Au-
burn and retired in 1993 as a Colo-
nel. He served in a number of opg
tional positions during his career in
cluding a year in Southeast Asia in
1972 where he flew over 180 comf
missions as an F-4 “Fightergator”
during Operation Linebacker | and
II. Kerry’'s key assignments includg
tours at AFMPC; the Pentagon in

HQ USAF and the Office of the Se
retary of Defense; and the White

House Office of Emergency Opera-
tions.

Following his retirement from the
Air Force, Kerry served a successfu

USAA in 2001 as the Assistant Vice
UWPresident of Military Affairs. Kerry
and his wife Kathy have three sons

living in San Antonio and Austin.

Note:
January’s membership

Force Village Il . Col Green
#ill share some insights into
the wonderful folks who are
aving at the Villages, and a

[those who are interested.

)

second career at USAA in public rel@SECRETARY
tions and marketing. He retired fron

"(and seven grandchildren) who are IPEP LEG AFFAIRS LtCol Ed LeFebvre

guided tour of the facility will
| be given after the meeting tq

L-R, a local chapter Kiwanis President, and LtCol Ed Marvin, and
Board member LTC Harry Carpenter at a recent Kiwanis meeting
where Ed spoke about the merits of joining MOAA Alamo Chapter.

Alamo Chapter
VOLUNTEER STAFF:

PRESIDENT LtCol Edward L. Marvin
elmarv@swbell.net
EXECUTIVE VP MAJ James R. Cunningham

jimbob48@sbcglobal.net
DEPUTY EXEC VP LCDR Gilberto Rodriguez
gilfy@earthlink.net
Col David Patrick
dpatrickl@satx.rr.com
LTC Dan Cummings
danjean@gvtc.com
DEPUTY TREASURER LT Carl Marmion
VP PERSONAL AFFAIRS Col Stuart Myers
VP LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS MAJ Frank Parks

TREASURER

VP PUBLIC RELATIONS LTC Phyllis Smith

VP MEMBERSHIP MAJ Josh Welch

VP PROGRAMS Col Mac McDonald

VP LOGISTICS LTC Randy Hoff

LEGAL COUNSEL (Open)

SOLITAIRES CHAIR Mary Gossage

CONSULTANT Maj Len Mull

EDITOR LtCol Gene Culp

ASSOCIATE EDITOR (Open)

[CHAPLAIN Father Dick Ames

PX/VAVIVAC Rep Susie Tolman

TOPS OFFICER Col David Patrick

WEB MASTER LtCol Gene Culp

VOLUNTEER COORD. CPT Walter Grinfield

ADVERTISING CORD. LtCol David Walker

DUTY OFFICERS: Mon CWO3 Floyd Bubb
Tue Col Irene Collier
Wed LTC Ken Vandergrift
Thur CPT Walter Grinfield
Fri  (Open)

DIRECTORS:

BG Robert Herring
COL Luke Fisher

Col George Gagnon
Col Ed McCarthy
LTC Harry Carpenter
LTC Jim Finch

LTC John Gibbs
LTC Sumner Hudson
2Lt Naomi Evangelista
Mrs. Susie Tolman

DIRECTORS EMERITUS HONORARY DIRECTORS
BG George Woodard Gen Ralph Haines
Col George Weinbrenner Gen William McBrid

Statement of Publication
The Lariat is the newsletter of the Military OffrseAssocia-
tion of America—Alamo Chapter. It is published oneete
month to inform the membership of issues and activities
interest to all.
MOAA-AC is a non-profit organization within the staié

=

Texas organized to represent the membership and to support

the activities of the Texas Council of Chapters &QAA
National.
Advertising contained in the newsletter is not endorsed b
the Chapter and does not represent any recommendatio
the membership.
Opinions expressed in articles contained herein are not
necessarily those of the membership as a whole o€hbp-
ter. Questions should be directed to the Editor, at tiepC
ter office.

MOAA-AC P.O. Box 8037 San Antonio, TX 78208

(210) 228-9955 moaa-ac@sbcglobal.net
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An award winning Newsletter

MISSION STATEMENT
TO BE A MAJOR SOURCEOF INFORMATION,
SUPPORTAND SOCIAL ENGAGEMENTFORTHE
MEMBERSHIP,

TO PROVIDEPROGRAMSAND SERVICESFORTHE
COMMON GOOD OF OUR MILITARY COMMUNITY
AND TO BE A POWERFULVOICE SUPPORTING
MOAA AT THE LOCAL, STATE AND NATIONAL
LEVELS.

&#'%
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I"#$ % & $I"!

Wednesday December 5, 2007

Annual Christmas Party and
Dance

Randolph AFB Officer’s Club

Dress: semi-formal (or formal—your choice)
Cocktails beginning at 6:30 pm
Evening Meal and Festivities at 7:00 pm

Music by Tim Perry

MenuycCircle Choice)

B) Rosemary Pork Loin
with roasted potatoes

A) Roast Turkey & Stuffing
With Cranberry chutney &
Mashed potatoes

Chef’s vegetables, tossed greens with toasted wals& raspberry
vinaigrette, fresh baked rolls with butter

Dark Chocolate Mousse, Coffee & Tea
Wine available

Thursday January 24, 2008
General Meeting/Luncheon

Speaker: Col Kerry Green
Air Force Village I

Social Hour beginning 11:00am

Menu (Circle Choice)

A) Broiled Chicken Breast B) Slicetondon brail
with cranberry sauce with oshroom sauce
Spring mix salad with dressing
Roasted new potatoes and fresh vegetables,

Rolls with butter
New York cheesecake
Water, iced tea and coffee
Wine available (honor system $3.00)

$16.00 per person Enclosed: $
RSVP By Noon Monday, January 21st

Send Reservation slip & check made payable
I"#$% % & $!I"

Name
$25.00 per person Enclosed: $
Guest:
RSVP by noon Monday, Dec 3rd
Name Non members welcome with reservations
Send Reservation slip & check made payable to
Guest: MOAA-AC at P.O. Box 8037, San Antonio, TX 78208

Or notify us of your reservation by email moaa-
ac@shcglobal.net or phone (210) 228-9955.
Reservations not cancelled by noon Tuesday 22nd Wiile billed

The Lariat December 2007
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